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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Cresswell,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  County  Borough  of  Walsall  tor  the  year  1926. 

This  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  rec¬ 
ommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  differs  from 
that  of  the  previous  year  in  that  it  is  an  “ordinary”  report. 

The  population  as  at  June  30th,  1926,  has  been  estimated 
by  the  Registrar  General  as  102,100,  a  decline  of  200  on  the 
population  for  1925. 

The  Birth  Rate  once  more  shows  a  decline,  being  2109 
per  1,000  of  the  population  as  against  22'06  in  1925,  and  an 
average  of  23'02  during  the  past  five  years. 

The  number  of  Marriages,  in  spite  of  the  industrial 
unrest  of  1926,  shows  a  considerable  increase,  being  1,038  as 
against  870  in  1925  and  890  in  1924. 

The  Death  Rate  shows  a  notable  decrease,  being  1110 
per  1,000  as  against  13'5  in  1925  and  11'6  for  the  whole 
country.  This  is  the  lowest  death  rate  ever  recorded  in  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall.  The  Tuberculosis  death  rate  also 
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shows  a  decline,  being  1'14  as  against  1 '21  in  1925  (all  forms), 
and  for  the  Respiratory  form  of  the  disease  0'84  as  against  0'99. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  88  deaths  or  '86  per  1,000,  as 
against  148  or  1*44  in  1925,  a  welcome  decline  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  Influenza  epidemic  prevalent  during  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  although  very  widespread  was  of  a  particularly 
mild  type.  Bronchitis  accounted  for  93  deaths  as  against 
122  or  a  death  rate  of  0  91  per  1,000. 

Cancer  and  malignant  disease  caused  119  deaths  as 
against  99  in  the  previous  year,  a  very  serious  increase  in 
the  death  rate  from  0’96  to  1*16. 

The  Housing  Shortage  and  the  consequent  overcrowd¬ 
ing  remain  our  most  difficult  problems.  According  to  the 
Census  Returns  of  1921,  Walsall  with  an  average  family  of 
4*6 1  persons  is  one  of  the  towns  noted  for  the  size  of  its 
families,  being  the  town  with  the  ninth  largest  average  family 
in  England  or  Wales. 

The  attention  of  both  the  Health  and  the  Housing 
Committees  has  been  called  to  the  gross  cases  of  overcrowding 
and  to  the  many  cases  of  indecent  overcrowding. 

The  overcrowding  is  largely  due  to  war  time  marriages. 
The  men  being  away  on  active  service,  no  home  was  formed, 
but  the  wives  continued  to  live  on  with  their  relatives.  On 
return  from  war  service,  the  husband  joined  his  wife,  and 
being  unable  to  obtain  on  account  of  the  housing  shortage,  other 
accommodation,  had  perforce  to  stay  on  where  they  were. 
Again  in  many  cases  there  was  the  difficulty  of  finding 
employment,  which  made  the  establishment  of  a  home  an 
even  more  difficult  matter. 

We  have  been  faced  too  with  the  problem  of  poor  class 
house  property  and  much  as  we  would  wish  to  see  many 
of  these  worn  out  houses  swept  away,  we  realise  that  the 
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time  is  not  opportune  for  wholesale  demolition.  The  problem 
of  overcrowding  is  so  acute  that  every  house  is  required,  and 
we  have  accordingly  recommended  to  the  Health  Committee 
that  action  be  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  that  this 
type  of  property  be  repaired  to  such  an  extent  as  will  en¬ 
able  it  to  carry  on  for  a  short  term.  We  are  satisfied  that  in 
very  many  cases,  the  repairs  necessary  to  make  some  of  these 
houses  more  habitable  and  more  comfortable  can  be  effected. 
Unfortunately,  the  class  of  tenant  that  occupies  this  type  of 
house  cannot  well  afford  to  pay  the  rents  of  the  houses  being 
erected  at  the  present  time. 

It  has  always  been  our  endeavour  to  get  Housing 
repairs  carried  out  and  indeed  all  types  of  Sanitary  improve¬ 
ments  made  without  recourse  to  statutory  action. 

On  referring  to  the  tables  contained  on  pages  110,  111,  112 
it  will  be  seen  that  2,137  Nuisances  were  abated,  701  houses 
repaired,  91  new  water  closets  provided,  and  many  other 
repairs  effected,  enhancing  the  sanitary  condition  of  3,200 
dwellings,  and  this  in  a  large  measure  was  achieved  by 
informal  letters  as  follows,  viz: — 1633  informal  notifications 
or  letters  relating  to  insanitary  conditions  were  sent,  571 
statutory  notices  were  served  and  in  11  cases  only  were 
summonses  issued,  so  that  practically  74%  of  the  improvements 
were  obtained  by  informal  action.  In  26%  of  the  premises 
dealt  with  statutory  notices  were  needed,  but  only  in  0'5% 
was  it  necessary  to  institute  summary  proceedings  before 
securing  compliance  with  the  Health  Committee’s  requirements. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  one  records  the  growing  interest 
that  is  being  taken  in  the  production  and  consumption  of 
clean  milk.  The  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committees  have  both  done  their  part  to  encourage  the  Walsall 
retailers  to  sell  Graded  Milk,  the  latter  by  supplying  “Grade 
A”  and  “Grade  A  (T.T.)  ”  Milk  as  free  issues  to  the  mothers 
of  infants  under  the  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 
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I  have  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  the 
consideration  they  have  shown  me  during  the  year,  and  the 
members  of  my  staff,  and  Mr.  Hubble  in  particular,  for  their 
loyal  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May,  1927, 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Births  | 
Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

2,107 

47 

1,176 


M. 

1,044 

26 

619 


1,063  Ra|-e  2109 

557  Death  Rate  1110 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  — 
From  Sepsis  •  ••  ...  ...  5 

,,  other  causes  ...  ...  6 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births — 
Legitimate  81‘63  Illegitimate  1 7 0’2 1  Total  83  56 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  13 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  25 


Coroner’s  Inquests — One  hundred  and  two  Inquests  were 
held  in  the  Borough  during  the  year,  67  males  and  35  females 
7  under  the  age  of  one  year,  19  between  the  ages  of  1  and  16 
years,  and  76  from  16  years  and  above. 


Post-Mortem  examinations  ordered  by  Coroner  ...  20 

SUMMARY  OF  INQUESTS.  M.  F. 

Death  by  Murder  •••  ...  ...  —  — 

,,  ,,  Suicide  ...  ...  •••  7  2 

,,  ,,  Manslaughter  and  Infanticide  ...  2  — 

,,  ,,  Want,  Exposure,  etc  ,  ...  •••  —  — 

,,  ,,  Excessive  drinking  ...  ...  —  — 

„  ,,  Want  of  attention  at  Birth  ...  2  3 

,,  „  Accident  or  Misadventure  ...  33  10 

,,  from  Natural  Causes  •••  ...  23  20 

Stillborn  ...  •••  ...  _  —  — 

67  35 


Inquests  of  children  suffocated  whilst  in  bed 

Accidental 

Inquests  on  bodies  of  newly  born  children 


1 


3 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  •••  •••  ...  ...  •••  7,483 

Population  1  At  •••  96,926 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  \  Census  •••  19,344 

,,  ,,  Families  j  1921.  ...  20,728 

Population  (1926)  Estimated  ...  ...  102,100 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1926)  •••  20,904 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  -  ...  £379,706 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £  1,386 

Population  per  acre  ...  •••  •••  •••  1 3*64 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ...  4*88 

Number  of  Marriages  in  Walsall  Registration  District  1,038 


Marriages-There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Marriages 
this  year,  1,038  taking  place,  whilst  last  year  870  were  contracted. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  was  2,149  of  which  1,058  were  males  and  1,091 
were  females.  These  are  the  crude  figures,  and  allowance  has 
to  be  made  for  births  to  non-residents  occurring  in  Walsall, 
and  for  births  to  residents  whilst  the  latter  were  temporarily 
staying  in  some  other  town. 

The  correct  figures  are,  males  1,070.  females  1,084  giving 
a  new  total  of  2,154  equivalent  to  a  Birth  Rate  of  2T09  per  1,000. 
Of  this  number  47  were  illegitimate  births,  as  compared  with 
67  during  1925. 

The  average  birth  rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  23  02. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  registered 
in  the  Borough  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1st  quarter 

256 

259 

515 

2nd 

291 

288 

579 

3rd 

246 

276 

522 

4th  ,, 

265 

268 

533 

Total 

1058 

1091 

2149 

10 


Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
was  1,155  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  1T31, 
a  decrease  on  the  previous  year,  when  we  had  1,377  deaths, 
with  a  rate  of  13'46.  If  we  exclude  the  number  of  persons  (92) 
dying  in  the  Borough  belonging  to  other  districts,  and  include 
(71)  those  belonging  to  the  Borough  dying  beyond  the  Borough, 
we  have  a  correct  number  of  1,176  giving  a  death  rate  of  11*10. 
The  average  death  rate  for  the  past  five  years  is  12’23. 

Mortality  from  all  causes,  at  subjoined  ages  of  residents 
belonging  to  the  Borough: — 


At  all 
Ages 

Under 

1  yjar 

1  and 

under  2 

2  and 
under  5 

5  and 

under 

15 

15  and 

under 

25 

25  and 

under 

45 

45  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
under 
75 

75  and 
upwards 

1,176 

180 

41 

36 

46 

42 

133 

268 

224 

186 

TABLE  I. 

Walsall  County  Borough.— WHOLE  DISTRICT 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1926 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


• 

Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total 

under 

4 

weeks 

1  &  un.  3  mths. 

3  &  un.  6  mths. 

6  &  un.  9  mths 

9  &  un.  12  mths 

Total 

deaths 

under 

one 

Year. 

Bloxwich. 

Leamore 

Birchills 

Hatherton 

Paddock 

Bridge 

Pleck 

Caldmore 

All  Causes — Certified 

Uncertified 

60 

14 

17 

•  •  • 

10 

•  •  • 

101 

16 

27 

• «  • 

21 

15 

■  •  • 

180 

•  •  • 

25 

•  •  • 

19 

•  •  • 

35 

•  •  • 

24 

•  •  « 

19 

•  •  • 

26 

•  •  • 

16 

•  •  • 

16 

•  •  • 

Measles 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  »  » 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  * 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

. . . 

4 

6 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

Other  Common 
Infectious 

Diseases 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

» • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

3 

8 

3 

7 

6 

1 

25 

2 

•  •  • 

10 

2 

4 

2 

2 

3 

Premature  Birth 

33 

6 

3 

4 

46 

3 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

49 

3 

4 

9 

11 

3 

12 

4 

3 

Congenital  Defects, 
Atelectasis,  Malforma¬ 
tions 

8 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

10 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

10 

4 

1 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

Congenital  Debility 
Sclerema  and 

Icterus 

7 

3 

4 

2 

16 

4 

5 

1 

•  •  • 

26 

4 

4 

5 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

Percentage  of  Dev¬ 
elopmental  and 
Wasting  Diseases 

800 

785 

705 

900 

792 

687 

52*2 

38*1 

33*3 

655 

Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Convulsions  ... 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•  • « 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia 

•  •  * 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

10 

10 

6 

31 

7 

i 

7 

5 

3 

2 

4 

2 

Other  causes 

10 

1 

4 

•  •  « 

15 

1 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

21 

3 

6 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

J 

r  A".  .  — —  -  "  —  ~  * 

60 

1 

14 

17 

10 

101 

16 

27 

21 

1 

16 

180 

25 

19 

1 

35 

24 

19 

26 

16 

16 

i 

Nett  Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  2,107;  illegitimate,  47: 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  174  ;  illegitimate  infants,  6. 


Caldmore 


TABLE  II. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1926 


Deaths  at  the 

subjoined  ages  of 

“Residents” 

WARDS 

•  r* 

•H  •-»  .. 

Ui”-1 

whether  occurring  within 

or  without  the 

Nett  Deaths  at  all  Ages  of 

‘  Residents 

"  belonging 

JS 

uistnct. 

to  Localities,  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond 

;cc 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

the  District. 

0  ^ 

c 

Under  1  year. 

2  and  under  5 
years 

1  and  under  15 
years 

10 

to 

LO 

LO 

in 

■ 

£  W.2  W 

Causes  of  Death 

All  Ages 

1  and  under  2 
years 

5  and  under  2 

years 

5  and  under  4 

years 

5  and  under  6 

years 

5  and  under  7i 

years. 

CIS 

£ 

O-, 

p 

C 

OS 

to 

Bloxwich 

Leamore 

Birchills 

Hatherton 

Paddock 

Bridge 

Pleck 

Caldmore 

Walsall 

Workhouse 

1  S3  £ 
c  .e  m 

>  ^  c flQ 

c 

J2-  t-H 

-t->  - 

a  u  0 

O  OPS 

Q.  Xi 

cn 

0  c 

10 

01 

CD 

■ 

H  ’"O 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Small-pox  ... 

Measles 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

4  • 

•  4  ■ 

... 

%  •  • 

1 

1 

«  4  4 

•  •  # 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

4  4  4 

1 

Whooping-cough 

13 

6 

4 

1 

2 

444 

~2 

1 

4 

2 

•  4  4 

• 

4 

*  #  • 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

22 

1 

•  •  • 

9 

10 

i 

1 

1 

8 

2 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

*  •  4 

10 

Influenza 

21 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  4  • 

7 

4 

8 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3 

0  0  0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Meningococcal 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  4 

1 

1 

444 

•  4  • 

1 

1 

4#4 

2 

444 

•  44 

444 

444 

1 

Meningitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  4 

4*4 

•  •  • 

4  4  • 

444 

444 

4  4  4 

444 

444 

444 

0  •  • 

•  4  4 

444 

1  1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respir- 

atory  svstem 

86 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

3 

16 

43 

24 

... 

•  •  4 

6 

7 

13 

5 

9 

11 

17 

18 

000 

1  22 

Other  'Tuberculous 

diseases 

31 

3 

4 

2 

7 

5 

7 

1 

2 

4*4 

4 

3 

5 

2 

2 

3 

5 

7 

0  0  0 

16 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease  ... 

119 

... 

3 

67 

37 

12 

12 

13 

26 

9 

12 

8 

19 

19 

1 

36 

Rheumatic  Fever 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

2 

444 

... 

1 

444 

4  4  4 

2 

2 

4  4  4 

1 

Diabetes 

10 

•  mm 

, . 

4  4  4 

1 

3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

4  4  4 

1 

1 

4  4  4 

6 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  etc 

68 

♦  •  • 

-  •  • 

•  •0 

•  44 

•  •  • 

2 

26 

26 

14 

7 

9 

9 

11 

7 

5 

10 

10 

4  4# 

22 

Heart  Disease 

149 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

000 

2 

4 

11 

59 

44 

29 

17 

23 

15 

16 

16 

14 

26 

21 

1 

32 

Arterio-sclerosis 

24 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  * 

•  4  4 

444 

•  4  • 

5 

11 

8 

3 

4 

3 

2 

5 

1 

2 

4 

5 

Bronchitis 

93 

9 

4 

7 

#  •  • 

.  . 

000 

14 

23 

36 

10 

6 

13 

10 

5 

12 

24 

12 

1 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

88 

21 

15 

5 

4 

3 

14 

11 

12 

3 

11 

15 

18 

12 

9 

9 

7 

7 

30 

Other  Respiratory 

1 

1 

1 

• 

1 

Diseases 

13 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

4  4  . 

4  4  4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4  4  4 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

1 

1 

Duodenum 

7 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4  #  • 

. . . 

3 

3 

4  4  4 

1 

•  4  4 

3 

•  4  4 

•  •  . 

1 

1 

4  4* 

6 

Diarrhoea  etc., 
Appendicitis  and 

31 

20 

5 

2 

000 

•  4  4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4  4  4 

1 

10 

6 

4 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4  4  4 

2 

Typhlitis 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

4  4  4 

2 

4  4  4 

444 

1 

2 

444 

... 

2 

4  4  4 

10 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Acute  and  Chronic 

8 

•  » • 

•  •  • 

4  •  * 

3 

1 

444 

6 

1 

l 

444 

1 

1 

•4. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

*  * 

1 

Nephritis 

18 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

6 

4 

l 

3 

4  4  4 

1 

6 

3 

1 

4*4 

2 

1 

3 

•  4  4 

7 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Accidents  and 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

• « • 

4  •  4 

4 

•  44 

444 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

. . . 

1 

4  4  4 

1 

2 

•  4« 

4  4  4 

5 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy 

A 

n 

1 

2 

1 

1 

and  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  & 

6 

•  »  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  00 

000 

6 

•  •  4 

444 

4  4  4 

•  0 

2 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

Malformation, 
Premature  Birth  ... 

80 

79 

•  •  • . 

1 

•  00 

444 

•  4  4 

4  4  4 

•  44 

4  4  • 

10 

10 

12 

11 

8 

16 

5 

8 

16 

Suicides 

Other  Deaths  from 

9 

•  •  • 

*  *  i 

000 

0  4  4 

0  0  0 

4 

8 

4 

10 

1 

•  44 

1 

1 

1 

4  4  4 

1 

1 

1 

8 

3 

4  4  4 

4 

Violence 

40 

1 

1 

4 

7 

2 

2 

5 

3 

2 

5 

6 

4 

5 

7 

.  .  . 

37 

Other  defined  diseases 
Causes  ill-defined  or 

214 

1 

38 

6 

3 

2 

4 

17 

33 

1 

44 

67 

22 

25 

27 

i 

1 

14 

31 

34 

25 

35 

1 

98 

unknown 

•  •  • 

9  9  0 

000 

0  9  0 

000 

•  0»-0 

•  •  • 

000 

» « * 

444 

•  4 

•  44 

4*4 

444 

4  4  4 

444 

All  causes 

1176  ' 

180 

41 

36 

46 

42 

133 

288 

224 

188 

122 

139 

183 

1 

121 

125 

131 

176 

175 

*4 

380 

^Previous  place  of  abode  not  known. 


■ 


. 


* 
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Year 


Table  III. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  district  during  1926  and  previous  years, 


Popula¬ 

tion 

estimated 
to  Middle 
of  each 
Year 


1 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 


Birth  98,047 


Death  89,957 
Birth  98,192 


Death  87,635 
Birth  96,591 


Death  92,724 


96,419 

98,800 
99,890 
100,400 
101,500 
102,300 

102,100 


Births, 


T3 

<D  u 

tS  « 

£  6 

O  G 

CJ  Kr 

G  ^ 

D 

3 

2152 

2033 

2107 

2977 

2768 

2539 

2835 

2375 

2248 

2149 


Nett. 


Number 

T 

2149 
2035 

2098 

2987 

2765 
2530 
2342 
2356 
2257 

2154 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 
(exclusive  of  area 
covered  by  water) 


Rate 

5" 

21*94 

2072 

21  71 

30-97 

2798 

25-32 

2332 

23*31 

22  06 

21  09 


Total  Deaths 
Registered 
in  the  District 


Number 


6 

1398 

1735 

1345 

1261 

1307 

1291 

1175 

1220 

1377 

1155 


Rate 


7 

15*89 

19*95 

14*50 

1307 

13-23 
12-92 
11  70 
12*01 
14  43 

11-31 


Transferable  Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

Under  Year 
of  Age 

At  all  Ages 

of  Non¬ 
residents 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

of  Resi¬ 
dents  not 
registered 
in  the 
District 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

Number 

Rate 

8 

9 

To 

11 

12 

13 

54 

60 

238 

110  59 

1404 

15  96 

54 

89 

222 

1 1 0*55 

1787 

20-39 

69 

76 

224 

10336 

1352 

1458 

43 

67 

300 

100*77 

1285 

13-32 

56 

71 

312 

112*83 

1322 

1338 

66 

63 

241 

94-91 

1288 

12-89 

45 

43 

220 

93-93 

1173 

11-68 

70 

59 

184 

78*09 

1209 

11.91 

63 

76 

260 

11519 

1390 

13  58 

92 

71 

180 

83  56 

1134 

11-10 

\  Cfi 

7483 


Total  population  at  all  ages 


96,926 


At  Census 

of  1921 


■ 


' 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods  of  Life  in 
Walsall  County  Borough,  1926. 

As  furnished  by  the  Registrar  -  General. 


Causes  of  Death. 


ALL  CAUSES  ... 

1  Enteric  Fever 

2  Small-pox 

3  Measles 

4  Scarlet  Fever 

5  Whooping  Cough 

6  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7  Influenza 

8  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

9  Meningococcal  Meningitis 

10  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

11  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

12  Cancer,,  malignant  disease 

13  Rheumatic  Fever 

14  Diabetes 

15  Cerebral  Hoemorrhage,  etc., 

16  Heart  Disease 

17  Arterio-sclerosis 

18  Bronchitis 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

20  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

21  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

22  Diarrhoea  etc. 

23  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

24  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

25  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

26  Puerperal  Sepsis 


27 

28 


Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition 


tion,  Premature  Birth  ... 

29  Suicide 

30  Otliei  deaths  from  violence 

31  Other  Defined  Diseases 

32  Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 


Sex. 

All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75 

M 

619 

97 

30 

21 

20 

21 

68 

157 

120 

85 

F 

557 

83 

11 

15 

26 

21 

65 

131 

104 

101 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

- - 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

M 

F 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

2 

— 

■  - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

F 

M 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

_____ 

— 

_ 

— 

F 

9 

4 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

10 

— 

— 

6 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

12 

1 

— 

3 

6 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

M 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

3 

5 

F 

7 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

3 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

- 

- — 

* 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

■  49 

— 

_ 

- - 

2 

6 

23 

18 

— 

— 

F 

37 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

20 

6 

— 

— 

M 

17 

1 

4 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

F 

14 

2 

.  — 

— 

4 

2 

5 

— 

1 

— 

M 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

27 

17 

7 

F 

67 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

40 

20 

5 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

| 

— 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

1 

2 

— 

F 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 

M 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

15 

6 

F 

36 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

16 

11 

8 

M 

72 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

27 

21 

16 

F 

77 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

5 

32 

23 

13 

M 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

6 

2 

F 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

6 

M 

46 

6 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— . 

9 

13 

11 

F 

47 

3 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

5 

10 

25 

M 

58 

12 

12 

1 

3 

1 

10 

10 

6 

3 

F 

30 

9 

3 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

6 

— 

M 

9 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

— 

F 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

F 

2 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

M 

14 

9 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

F 

17 

11 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

F 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

M 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

3 

1 

F 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■ 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

rnmmmmm 

M 

43 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

37 

36 

.  — 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

M 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

r# 

dm 

4 

1 

— 

F 

M 

2 

32 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

8 

10 

2 

2 

F 

8 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

3 

M 

109 

23 

4 

2 

1 

3 

6 

15 

24 

31 

F 

105 

15 

2 

1 

1 

1 

11 

t  18 

20 

36 

M 

1 

— - 

— •• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

— — 

— — • 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

—— 

— — 

— 

- 

1:  (  5i 

■ 
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TABLE  V. 

BIRTH-RATE  DEATH-RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  during  the  Year  1926 

As  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General. 

Table  showing  Death-rates,  &c.  in  Walsall,  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales,  105  Great  Towns 
158  Smaller  Towns  and  London.  (The  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  Walsall,  have  been 
calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to  the.  middle  of  1926,  while  those  for  the  Towns  have  been 
calculated  on  populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1925.) 


Birth-Rate  per 

1 ,000  Total 
Population. 

Annual  Death-Rate  per  1,000  Civilian 

Population. 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  Births 

• 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths.* 

c n 

D 

C/3 

G 

a 

CJ 

5 

u 

D 

> 

CD 

pH 

CJ 
•  1 

5-i 

0 

G 

w 

X 

o 

CD 

1 

a 

c n 

c/3 

CD 

C/3 

cti 

D 

s 

5-> 

CD 

> 

<D 

U-i 

<D 

T 

G 

CJ 

CO 

fcUO 

.5  rG 

CD  500 

O  G 

O  o 

oi 
• . 

<D 

rG 

^-1 

-G 

CD 

Q 

cti 

N 

G 

<D 

G 

GP 

G 

1— 1 

D 

CJ 

G 

D 

O 

•  H 
> 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

(under  2  years). 

Total  Deaths 

under  one 

year. 

Causes  of  death 

certified  by 

Registered 

Medical 

Practitioners 

C/3 

D 

C/3 

rt 

O  < 

C/3 

D 

G 

CT 

G 
►— ( 

Uncertified 

Cause 

of  Death 

England  and  Wales 

105  Great  Towns,  including 
London  (Census  Populations 
exceeding  50,000) 

158  Smaller  Towns  (Census 
Populations  20,000 — 50,000) 
London 

Walsall 

. 

17*8 

11-6 

0  01 

0  00 

0  09 

0*02 

0-10 

0'07 

0‘22 

0-47 

87 

70 

9L8 

7'2 

TO 

18  2 

17-6 

17*1 

21  0 

11-6 

106 

11-6 

111 

0-01 

0-01 

0.01 

0  00 

0-00 

0-00 

0*00 

0  00 

012 

0-07 

0'20 

0  01 

0*02 

4 

0-02 

0-02 

001 

0*10 

0-11 

0-05 

0  12 

010 

0*06 

0-12 

0  21 

0  22 

0*23 

0'17 

0  20 

0*43 

0-40 

0-48 

0  39 

1T8 

6-6 

11  *8 

11.6 

73 

67 

64 

83 

92-0 

92-6 

90  6 

91  I 

7-5 

6-3 

9-4 

8  9 

0*5 

1  ’  I 

o-o 

0  0 

*Non-civilians  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  but  not  for  other  areas. 
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TABLE  VI. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1926 


Cases  Notified  in  whole  District 


Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Small-pox 

Cholera  (C)  Plague  (P) 
Diphtheria(including  Membranous 
Croup) 

Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever  (R) 

Continued  Fever  (C) 
Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 
Acute  Primary  Pneumoniai 
Influenzal  ,,  ’ 

Malaria 

Dysentery 

Totals  ...  ••• _ in 


C/I 

<D 

At  Ages- 

—Years. 

1 

13 

u 

cd 

2 

13 

u 

cd 

£ 

o 

u 

O 

a 

cd 

V 

3 

13 

u 

4 

'S 

5 

13 

u 

rrt 

6 

13 

7 

8 

13 

cd 

9 

0 

_  C/3 

13  3 

10 

a 

Total  cases 
removed  to 
Hospital. 

tuO 

< 

"cd 

< 

Under  1 

1  to  2 

2  to  3 

3  to  4 

4  to  5 

5  to  10 

10  to  15 

15  to  20 

20  to  35 

35  to  45 

45  to  65 

65  and 
upwards 

fS 

o 

£ 

X 

o 

s 

cd 

£ 

C/3 

•  rH 

X! 

O 

u 

•  r— < 

.CQ 

£ 

G 

O 

■*-> 

5-t 

<D 

cd 

X 

Paddock  W; 

Bridge  War 

Pleck  Ward 

;  £ 

o 

u 

o 

a 

2 

2 

o 

cd  0 

cd  m 

H 

Walsall 

General  Hos 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  «  • 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  00 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

•  »  » 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

] 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  00 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

900 

222 

4 

7 

12 

9 

12 

93 

46 

7 

25 

3 

3 

1 

9 

56 

10 

7 

28 

8 

74 

18 

8 

4 

191 

45 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

5 

9 

4 

17 

4 

5 

3 

3 

8 

2 

10 

9 

2 

3 

. . . 

198 

•  •  • 

1 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

13 

•  •  • 

11 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

87 

•  •  • 

1 

51 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

20 

•  •  • 

12 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

20 

•  •  • 

15 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

20 

•  •  • 

1 

9 

•  •  • 

0  9  0 

33 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

11 

0  0  0 

51 
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Isolation  Hospitals Enteric  Fever  Hospital,  Hospital, St..  Walsall ; Small-pox  Hospital.  Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich 
Dinhtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  cases  are  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Cheslyn  Hay, 

P  and  at  the  Fever  Hospital,  West  Bromwich, 
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TABLE  VII. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 


Year  1926,  and  of  Deaths  from  the 

Diseases 

notified. 

Case* 

Notified. 

Deaths 

Registered. 

Small  Pox 

%  <  « 

Cholera,  Plague  ... 

... 

a  •  • 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup) 

222 

22 

Eyr3ipelas 

45 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

197 

2 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

•  •  • 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Relapsing  Fever  or  Continued  Fever  ... 

.  . . 

a  a  a 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

10 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

10 

... 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ... 

. . . 

... 

Poliomyelitis 

... 

... 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

164 

86 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

60 

31 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

17 

... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ^ 

.  4 

4 

,,  Influenzal  ,,  ...  ...  j 

165 

88 

Malaria 

... 

•  •  • 

Dysentery 

... 

•  •  • 
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CAUSES  OF  ILLNESS. 

Scarlet  Fever.  — During  1926,  198  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  notified  as  compared  with  198  in  1925,  and  222  in  1924, 
the  incidence  of  the  disease  being  fairly  evenly  distributed 
throughout  the  year. 

18  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital,  either  at  Cheslyn  Hav, 
Sneyd  Lane  or  West  Bromwich. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  the  disease,  one  in  a  child 
under  the  age  of  5,  and  one  in  an  adult,  the  illness  in  the  latter 
case  being  complicated  by  severe  heart  disease.  The  case 
mortality  was  1 ’00%  as  against  1*01%  in  1925. 

The  average  yearly  incidence  of  the  disease  during  the 
past  five  years  has  been  17  per  1,000, 

Diphtheria —The  incidence  of  the  disease  remained  high 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  when  63  cases  were  notified 
as  against  136  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1925. 

During  the  second  and  third  quarters  29  and  36  cases  were 
notified,  but  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  there  was  a 
sharp  rise,  94  cases  being  notified,  due  very  largely  to  an  out- 
break  in  Pleck  Ward  affecting  principally  the  children  attend¬ 
ing  the  Infant  Department  of  Hillary  Street  School. 

During  the  year  222  cases  were  notified  as  against  349  in 
1925.  There  were  22  deaths  from  the  disease  as  against  39  in 
1925,  a  case  mortality  of  9*9%  as  against  1177%  in  1925  and 
7‘43%  in  1924. 

In  order  to  limit  the  spread  of  the  disease  daily  visits  were 
paid  to  the  Schools  in  the  Pleck  area  by  the  Health  Visitors 
and  facilities  were  afforded  at  the  Milton  Street  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  the  disease. 
In  all  88  children,  mostly  from  the  Infant  Department  of  Hillary 
Street  School  received  a  full  course  of  immunising  doses. 
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Enteric  Fever. — One  case,  a  boy  of  7  years  was  notified  as 
suffering  from  Enteric  Fever,  In  my  opinion  however,  there 
was  an  error  in  diagnosis,  the  illness  being  Tuberculous  Mening¬ 
itis.  In  the  same  house  there  was  living  an  advanced  case  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  who  died  shortly  afterwards,  which 
makes  the  diagnosis  of  Tuberculous  Meningitis  much  more 
probable.  The  boy  however  was  certified  as  having  died  from 
Enteric  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough  and  Measles. — were  much  less  prevalent 
during  1926.  There  were  however  13  deaths  from  Whooping 
Cough  and  2  from  Measles,  as  against  55  and  67  respectively 
in  1925. 

Influenza  and  Pneumonia. — There  were  21  deaths  recorded 
as  being  due  to  Influenza,  11  of  these  taking  place  during  the 
second  quarter. 

165  cases  of  Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal  or  Primary  in 
type,  were  notified  as  against  294  in  1925.  There  were  88 
deaths  due  to  this  cause  as  against  148  in  1925.  a  death  rate 
of  0’86  per  1,000  as  compared  with  1’44  in  1925. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 

COUNCIL. 

1.  Tuberculosis.  —  Pelsall  Hall  Sanatorium,  39  beds. 

For  Surgical  Tuberculosis  authority  is  given  to  send 

cases  to  the  Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry;  The 
Woodlands,  Northfield,  or  to  St.  Gerrard’s  Hospital,  Coleshill. 

2.  Maternity. — Certain  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  also 
certain  of  those  cases  necessitating  surgical  interference  at 
confinement  are  received  at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  by 
arrangement  with  the  Council  who  bear  the  cost  of  their 
treatment. 


3.  Children. — Nil. 


20 


4.  Fever.— Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  are  treated  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Cheslyn  Hay,  under  an  arrangement  with 
the  Cannock  R.D.C.,  and  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  West 
Bromwich. 

Cases  of  Enteric  Fever  are  treated  when  necessary  at 
Hospital  Street. 

5.  Small-Pox.— Cases  of  Small-pox  are  treated  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich. 

6.  Diphtheria  . — During  the  past  year  the  Epidemic  Hos¬ 
pital,  Hospital  Street,  remained  open  for  the  treatment  of 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  until  the  end  of  September.  Cases  have 
also  been  admitted  by  arrangement,  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
West  Bromwich. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers, 
Illegitimate  and  Homeless  Children  in  the  District — 
None  except  that  which  comes  under  the  Poor  Law  Institution. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  infectious  disease  cases  a  motor  ambulance  has 
now  been  provided  and  is  at  the  Epidemic  Hospital,  Hospital 
Street. 


(b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  a  motor 
ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Fire  Station. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Two  School  Clinics  are  provided,  one  at  Bradford  Street 
and  the  other  at  Field  Road,  Bloxwich. 

Bradford  Street. — Open  each  day  from  9  a.m.-l  p.m.,  2-5  p.m. 

Field  Road. — Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons, 
2-30 — 5  p.m. 

The  Dental  Clinic  and  the  Eye  Clinic  are  both  held  at 
Bradford  Street. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


Ablewell  Street. 
Field  Road. — 
Milton  Street. — 
Stafford  Street.- 


Monday 

Friday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Wednesday 

Friday 


2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 
2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 
2-30—4-30  p.m. 

2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 
2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

2-30—4-30  p.m. 
2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 


Nurses’  Day 
Doctor’s  Day 

Nurses’  Day 
Doctor’s  Day 

Doctor’s  Day 
Nurses’  Day 

Doctor’s  Day 
Nurses’  Day 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Littleton  Street. 

Open  each  day  9  a.m. — 1  p.m.;  2-15  —  5-30  p.m. 

Medical  Clinics,  Monday  afternoon,  Tuesday  afternoon, 

Wednesday  morning,  Thursday  evening,  (1st  and  3rd  Thursdays 
6-30 — 8  p.m  ),  Friday  morning. 

V  D.  Clinic,  Walsall  General  Hospital. 

Open  for  Males,  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  7-30 — 9  p.m. 


Wednesday,  4  p.m. 

Open  for  Females  Thursday,  4 — 5-30  p.m. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer: 

TAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D  .,  Ch.  B,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

AUSTIN  J.  B,  GRIFFIN,  M.B.,  Ch.  B,  D.P.H. 

School  Medical  Inspector: 

D.  BARBARA  NORMAN,  M.B.,  B.  Ch. 

Terminated  duties  June  27th. 

LENA  ADAM  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Commenced  duties  Tuly  1st. 

School  Dentist: 

W.  C.  GRIFFITHS,  L.D.S. 

Terminated  duties  November  21st. 

E.  N.  COMMANDER,  L.D.S.,  R.F.P.  &  S. 

Commenced  duties  November  22nd. 

Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer: 
xA.  M.  STUART,  F.R.C.S. 

Public  Analyst: 
xF  E  THOMPSON,  FTC 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

*f ARTHUR  THOMAS  HUBBLE. 

Assistant  Inspectors: 

*fERNEST  F.  B.  A.  MINER,  (Chief)  Hatherton  and  Paddock  Wards. 
*fWILLIAM  SHAW,  Bloxwich  and  Leamore. 

*tJOHN  SAVILLE,  Bridge  and  Caldmore. 

*  VERNON  L.  ROBERTS,  Birchills  and  Pleck. 

^Certificate  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
f Certificate  as  Meat  Inspector. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  Inspector  of  Midwives  I 
+  Mrs.  A.  SAUNDERS,  H.V.,  Cert,  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Health  Visitors  : 


Mrs.  M.  EVANS, 

Commenced  duties  Dec.  22nd 
+  Miss  L  JONES, 

Terminated  duties  Nov.  30th. 
Miss  D.  C.  Me.  ILWAINE, 
Terminated  duties  Dec.  21st. 

Miss  M,  C.  MILLER, 

„  E.  M.  O’KELLY 
„  A.  QUICK,  H,V. 


tMiss  A.  E.  ROGERS 
„  G.  N.  SADLER 
„  E.  M.  STEWART 
+  Mrs.  M.  TAYLOR 
tMiss  C,  TWIST 
t  „  E.  WIDDOWSON 
t  „  Z.  K,  WILKINS 

commenced  duties  Dec.  6th. 


tCertified  Midwife. 


Secretary  Dispenser: 

Miss  D.  SQUIRE,  Terminated  duties  Sep  18th . 

,,  G  COTTERELL  Commenced  duties  Oct.  1 1 1 h . 


Clerks  :  Junior  Clerk. 

Miss  D.  BOYCE.  F  WEBB 

Miss  M  E.  GERRY 
Mr.  N.  AULIFFE 

xThe  V  D  Medical  Officer  and  Public  Analyst  are  part  time  Officers. 
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SUMMARY  (FOR  REFERENCE)  OF  NURSING 
ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home: — 

{a)  General — Victoria  Nursing  Institution. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases — None. 

Midwives — There  are  32  practising  midwives  in  the  district, 
none  of  these  were  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Public 
Health  Authority. 

Walsall  General  Hospital— a  voluntary  institution. 
LABORATORY  WORK. 

During  the  year,  347  specimens  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli,  and  1,737  swabs  for  the  presence 
of  B.  Diphtherias  were  examined  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dis¬ 
pensary,  Littleton  Street. 

All  other  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations 
are  undertaken  by  the  Birmingham  University. 

CHEMICAL  WORK 

All  chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Analyst,  and  for  particulars  of  the  work  done  during  the  year 
reference  should  be  made  to  his  report,  pages  126  to  131. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Comparitively  few  privies  remain,  the  majority  of  them 
being  in  outlying  districts  where  there  are  no  sewers. 

Work  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  under  Article  19/15  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London)  Order,  1926,  see  pages 
27,  28. 

Inspection  of  Places  where  Food  is  Prepared.— 

Inspection  of  meat  is  principally  confined  to  inspection  at 
slaughter-houses.  Bake-houses  are  regularly  inspected;  the 
Sanitary  condition  is  satisfactory.  Particulars  of  unfit  meat 
dealt  with  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  (pages  114  to  116). 
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Arrangements  for  Disinfection. —Rooms  used  for  infectious 
disease  cases  are  fumigated  on  the  recovery  or  removal  of  the 
patient  with  formalin  or  sulphur,  the  bedding  is  removed  to  the 
Hospital,  Hospital  Street,  and  dealt  with  in  a  Thresh  Steam 
Disinfector. 

LOCAL  ACTS,  BYE  LAWS,  etc.,  relating  to 
PUBLIC  HEALTH,  in  force  in  the 
COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL 

Local  Acts, 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1890 
The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1914. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1925. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

The  Public  Health  Act  Amendments  Act  1890,  Part  III. 
The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  190T,  Secs. 
34,  35,  37,  44,  45,  46,  50  51. 


Bye-Laws. 

Slaughterhouses. 

Houses-let-in-lodgings. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

WALSALL  CORPORATION  ACT,  1925. 

Under  the  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1925,  powers  were 
obtained  whereby 

1.  The  re-construction  or  alteration  of  drains  has  to  be  approved. 

2.  Notice  of  intention  to  alter  or  repair  any  drain  must  be  given 

to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

3.  The  manufacture  of  ice-cream  is  regulated. 

4.  Bye-laws  may  be  made  for  promoting  and  securing  sanitary 

and  cleanly  conditions  in  the  manufacture,  storage,  etc., 
of  any  article  intended  to  be  sold  for  food. 
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5.  Power  is  obtained  to  close  registered  slaughterhouses  if  such 
slaughterhouses  are  proved  to  be  injurious  or  dangerous 
to  the  public  health. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

With  the  exception  of  about  78  houses  the  whole  of  the 
Borough  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works 
Company  with  water  for  domestic  use.  The  quality  of  the 
water  is  satisfactory,  the  supply  constant  and  abundant;  the 
Water  company  have  not  had  occasion  to  limit  the  quantity 
supplied  during  periods  of  drought. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Owing  to  the  excellent  sewerage  system  there  is  very 
little  polution  of  streams  in  this  area.  Inspections  are  from 
time  to  time  made  along  the  courses  of  the  streams  with  a  view 
to  detecting  the  discharge  into  them  of  any  polluting  liquids. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Bentley  Drive  has  been  sewered  and  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
with  the  exception  of  two  houses,  each  of  the  properties  was 
connected,  and  those  houses  previously  served  by  privies,  had 
water  closets  fitted.  The  sanitary  circumstances  in  this  locality 
have  been  very  much  improved,  and  long  standing  nuisances 
due  to  the  cess-pool  drainage  have  been  remedied. 

Approximately ,  97%  of  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough, 
drain  to  sewers  and  96%  of  the  houses  have  water  closets. 

Sewerage  Disposal  Works  are  situate  at  Brockhurst  Farm, 
Beechdale  and  the  Roughs,  where  the  sewerage  is  dealt  with 
by  bacteria  beds  or  land  treatment. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  record  a  further  diminution 
in  the  number  of  privies.  During  the  year,  97  of  these  foul  con¬ 
veniences  were  converted  to  water  closets,  while  28  other  privies 
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were  demolished  and  removed,  properly  constructed  water 
closets  being  built  in  substitution  for  them,  thus  reducing  our 
number  of  privies  by  125.  In  addition,  for  improving  water 
closet  accommodation,  63  additional  water  closets  have  been 
constructed  in  connection  with  existing  buildings. 

The  approximate  number  of  privies  in  use  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  520,  the  approximate  number  of  water  closets  fitted 
with  fresh  water  flush  is  10,498,  the  approximate  number  of 
water  closets  not  fitted  with  flushing  cisterns  and  which  have 
to  be  flushed  by  hand  from  a  bucket  or  other  receptacle  is  9,260, 
the  number  of  waste  water  closets  is  85  and  of  pail  closets  25. 

SCAVENGING. 

House  refuse  and  privy  contents  are  removed  under 
supervision  of  the  Borough  Surveyor,  the  privies  are  emptied 
at  night  and  their  contents  disposed  of  for  agricultural  purposes. 

House  refuse  from  ashpits  and  ashbins  collected  during 
the  day  is  removed  and  disposed  of  at  tips  in  outlying  portions 
of  the  Borough.  I  frequently  inspect  these  tips  for  the  purpose 
of  noting  any  conditions  which  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  public 
health.  The  method  of  solidifying  the  tipped  refuse  prevents 
any  undue  exposure  of  the  refuse  and  limits  the  likelihood  of 
any  nuisance  arising.  As  the  tip  approaches  the  desired  level, 
street  sweepings  are  carted  to  the  site  and  the  surface  becomes 
grass  grown  in  a  comparatively  short  period. 

Ashpits  are  not  now  permitted  in  connection  with  new 
houses,  ashbins  are  insisted  on.  I  regret  that  so  many  house 
owners  still  retain  and  use  their  brick  built  ashpits,  only  150  of 
these  structures  were  dispensed  with  during  the  year,  being 
substituted  by  the  provision  of  312  ashbins,  the  majority  of  these 
ashpits  were  defective.  It  has  been  pointed  out  on  many 
occasions  that  any  house-holder  in  the  Borough  who  cares  to 
substitute  an  ashbin  for  his  ashpit,  can  obtain  regular  weekly 
collection  of  the  contents,  and  I  am  somewhat  suprisedthat  there 
is  not  a  quicker  change  from  the  ashpit  to  the  ashbin  system. 
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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  RETURN  OF 

VISITS,  &c. 

Dr.  J.  A.  M.  Clark, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Walsall. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’ 
Order,  1926,  I  hereby  furnish  you  with  a  tabular  statement 
containing  the  following  particulars  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1926. 

1.  The  Humber  and  Mature  of  Inspections  made 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses — 
Housing  Inspection... 

119 

77 

36 

219 

451 

District  Inspections 

«  •  •  «  •  . 

1830 

1593 

1608 

1791 

6822 

Inspections  of  Workshops  (not  in¬ 
cluding  Bakehouses) 

2 

79 

38 

49 

168 

Inspectionsof  Factories 

l 

56 

5 

17 

79 

,,  Homes  of  Outworkers 

4 

18 

10 

43 

75 

,,  Slaughter- 

-houses 

430 

1 107 

570 

1069 

3176 

,,  Pig-killing  on  Private 

Premises  ... 

35 

14 

23 

9 

81 

,,  Bakehouses 

51 

85 

89 

106 

331 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops  and 

Fish  Yards 

85 

40 

81 

100 

306 

,,  Dairies 

...  .  .  . 

215 

184 

224 

240 

863 

,,  Houses  let 

in  Lodgings 

* 

92 

— 

179 

271 

,,  Common 

houses 

Lodging- 

•  a  ■  •  ©  • 

2 

6 

8 

,,  Theatres 

Halls 

and  Music 

•  <»  «  •  . 

3 

_ 

3 

8 

14 

,,  re  Rat  Destruction  ... 

162 

187 

40 

169 

558 

,,  Schools  re  drainage  ( 

and  Sanitary  conveniences  1 

10 

i5 

12 

7 

44 

,,  Markets 

•  *•«  •  *  • 

124 

96 

95 

86 

401 

,,  Smoke  observations  .. 

10 

6 

4 

4 

24 

Samples  of  water 

•  •  » 

2 

2 

3 

1 

8 

,,  under  the  Sale  of  Food 

and  Drugs  Acts  for  Analysis  ... 

56 

56 

56 

55 

223 

Margarine,  not  submitted  for 
Analysis 

4 

_____ 

_ 

2 

6 

Milk  for  Bacteria 
Count 

14 

2 

16 

Milk  tested  for  Tubercle  Bacilli... 

5 

6 

— 

1 

12 

Canal  Boat  Inspections... 

4 

— 

9 

— 

13 

Visits  to  infected  houses 

508 

543 

598 

330 

1979 

,,  ,,  Butchers  Shops  re- 

Slaughter-house  Byelaws 

8 

3 

16 

27 

54 

„  ,,  Cowkeepers^ 

re-Milk  .. 

22 

TO 

1 

5 

38 

,,  ,,  Dairymen 

j 

and  Dairies 
Order  . 

24 

31 

36 

49 

140 

Carried  Forward 

37H 

43i6 

3559 

4582 

16171 
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1  The  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  by 

the  Sanitary  Inspectors — continued 


Bloxwich  j 

datherton , 

Birchills  1 

Bridge 

and 

Leamore 

and 

Paddock 

and 

Pleck 

aa  nd 
Caldmore 

TOTALS 

Wards. 

Wards. 

Wards.  ] 

Wards. 

Brought  Forward 

37H 

43l6 

3559 

4582 

16171 

Visits  to  Ice-cream  Manuiacturers  and 

Vendors 

51 

— 

58 

37 

146 

Fumigations  after  notifiable  disease  ... 

164 

M  9 

202 

121 

606 

Drain  tests,  No.  of  houses 
Re-inspections  of  work  for  abatement 

33 

10 

36 

123 

202 

of  Nuisances 

2372 

2593 

2164 

1817 

8g46 

Total  visits  and  Inspections  ... 

6334 

. 

7038 

6019 

6680 

26071 

2  The  Number  of  Notices  Served  during 

the  Year. 

Bloxwich 

Hatherton 

Birchills 

Bridge 

and 

Leamore 

and 

Paddock 

and 

Pleck 

and 

Caldmore 

TOTALS 

Wards. 

Wards. 

Wards. 

Wards. 

Informal 

347 

391 

497 

398 

1633 

Statutory 

156 

1 18 

188 

109 

571 

3.  Result  of  Services  of  such  Notices. 


• 

Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 
Ward  s 

Hatherton 
j  and 
Paddock 
!  Wards. 

Birchills  Bridge 
and  and 

Pleck  Caldmore 

Wards,  j  Wards. 

TOTALS 

Number  of  nuisances  abated 

X  Notices  not  complied  with 

467 

159 

5 1 5 

75 

625 

124 

530 

83 

2137 

441 

X  The  majority  are  informal  notices. 


Yours  obediently, 


March  1st,  1927. 


ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Work  for  securing  smoke  abatement  has  been  carried  out 
to  some  extent  by  advice  and  visits  to  Works  where  an  undue 
amount  of  smoke  was  emitting. 

An  apparatus  for  the  recording  of  atmospheric  impurities 
was  installed  at  the  Epidemic  Hospital,  Hospital  Street  during 
the  year. 

This  automatic  recorder  is  designed  for  measuring  the 
pollution  of  the  air  by  smoke  and  enables  a  comparison  to  be 
made  between  the  pollution  at  different  times  of  the  day. 

Comparison  of  the  records  during  the  winter  months 
show,  as  was  to  be  expected,  that  the  impurities  in  the  atmos¬ 
phere  are  greatest  about  7  a.m.  gradually  decreasing  between 
9  and  10  a.m.,  and  become  most  marked  again  between  5  and 
6  p.m.  decreasing  after  midnight. 

The  average  impurity  in  the  atmosphere  amount  to 
'64  m.g.  per  cubic  meter,  increasing  considerably  during  foggy 
weather. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 


CONTROLLED. 

Cow  Sheds  ''I 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 

Milk  Shops  J 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Fishfriers  Shops  ...  •  ••  ...  ...  104 

Butchers  Shops  ...  •••  ...  ...  126 

Ice-cream  Makers  and  Vendors  .*•  ...  210 

Common  Lodging  Houses  •••  •••  ...  11 

Houses-let-in-Lodgings  •••  •••  ...  10 

Work  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  329 

Out-Workers  Premises  ...  •••  ••  33 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  5 


1,123 
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HOUSING. 

Nnmber  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  Year. — 

(a)  Total  •  ••  •  ••  •••  -  468 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ■  ...  374 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ■  ...  84 

Total  erected  to  date  under  the  National  Housing  Scheme  1,333 


i.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

(I) — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  •«.  •••  •*'  •••  7,273 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  •••  --  451 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Nunber  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  733 

(II)  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  529 

(III)  Auction  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 
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(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit— 

(a)  by  Owners  ••  •••  ...  •••  Nil. 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  •••  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 

of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil. 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  233 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied — 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  •••  172 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil. 

(C)  Proceedings  under  section  11  of  the  Housing  Act 
1925— 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  •••  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined  the  dwelling 
houses  have  been  rendered  fit ...  ...  •  ••  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil. 
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inspection  and  Supervision 

OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

A  special  review  was  made  of  all  premises  in  use  for 
production,  handling,  storage  or  sale  of  milk,  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  any  conditions  which  would  cause  the  premises 
to  be  below  the  standard  required  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926;  a  copy  of  the  Order  was  sent  to  each  person 
registered  in  the  Borough,  together  with  a  form  of  application 
for  registration  of  the  premises. 

In  the  main,  cow-sheds  dairies  and  storage  rooms  were 
found,  with  but  few  exceptions,  quite  satisfactory,  but  in  the 
case  of  milk  sold  from  shops  doing  other  business,  such  as 
groceries,  etc.,  the  conditions  were  not  so  good  and  on  repres¬ 
entation  to  the  occupiers,  the  majority  voluntarily  ceased 
offering  loose  milk  for  sale  and  undertook  to  sell  only  bottled 
milk.  Those  cases  that  did  not  voluntarily  agree  to  this  course 
were  under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

MILK  PRODUCERS. 

The  following  gives  the  number  of  persons  and  premises 
placed  on  the  register  under  the  Order  of  1926,  practically  all 
of  whom  were  registered  under  the  previous  Orders,  viz; — 

Cow-keepers,  (that  is  Milk  Producers)  35  having  75 
separate  rooms  as  cow-sheds,  dairies,  cooling  rooms,  and  of 
these  it  was  necessary  in  8  cow-sheds  and  6  dairies  to  issue 
notices  under  Article  1(1),  Article  12  (1),  requiring  the  provision 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  windows  or  other  openings  suitably 
placed  and  communicating  directly  with  external  air. 

15  of  these  cow-keepers  sell  their  milk  by  wholesale,  and  20 
retail  the  milk  in  the  Borough. 
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WHOLESALE  TRADERS. 

8  wholesale  traders  and  their  premises  were  registered, 
of  these  six  have  sterilizing  works,  (two  hold  licences  for 
pasteurizing),  in  addition  there  is  one  dairy  for  cleaning  and 
cooling  milk,  and  the  8th  dairy  for  storage  of  milk  churns  for 
use  in  the  wholesale  trade. 

PURVEYORS  OF  MILK. 

51  persons  as  purveyors  of  milk  and  premises  were 
registered,  of  these  38  were  satisfactory  and  in  the  remaining 
13,  notice  under  Article  1  (1)  and  Article  12  (l).  was  given 
requiring  light  and  ventilation. 

SHOP  KEEPERS. 

,  In  these  cases  milk  is  sold  from  the  premises  only.  34 
persons  were  registered  as  occupiers  of  milk  shops.  In  14  cases 
notice  was  given  under  Article  1  (1)  and  Article  12  (1)  requiring 
light  and  ventilation. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1923. 

LICENCES  PASTEURISED  &  GRADE  A  MILK. 

Two  firms  had  pasteurisors  licences  in  respect  to  milk 
pasteurized  at  the  dairies  in  their  occupation,  one  firm  was 
licensed  for  the  sale  of  Grade  A  milk,  and  one  firm  for  the 
sale  of  Grade  A  (Tuberculin  Tested)  milk. 

The  date  of  the  first  licence  for  sale  of  Grade  A  milk  in 
the  Borough  was  September  20th,  1926,  the  licence  holder 
widely  advertised,  with  the  result  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
he  had  obtained  a  large  number  of  customers  for  Grade  A  milk. 

VETERINARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Paley,  the  Veterinary  Inspector  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1925,  was  appointed  by  the  Health 
Committee  Veterinary  Inspector  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  and 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 
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Mr.  Paley  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  as  follows  ; — 
“Between  the  dates  November  15th,  December  2nd,  1926,  I 
visited  the  premises  of  the  35  registered  keepers  of  milch  cows  in 
the  Borough  of  Walsall,  and  inspected  the  whole  of  their  milk- 
producing  cattle,  in  all  353  head  I  was  agreeably  surprised  to 
find  such  a  healthy  and  well  cared  for  lot  of  animals,  practically 
all  being  in  real  good  store  condition,  mostly  young,  and  very 
few  showing  any  signs  of  disease  or  impaired  health.  Generally 
speaking,  the  sheds  were  clean  and  kept  in  good  sanitary 
condition;  there  was  only  one  lot  of  premises  I  could  take 
serious  exception  to,  for  they  are  dilapidated,  but  the  cows  on 
these  premises  are  exceptionally  good  and  kept  clean.  15  cows 
were  found  to  be  3-quartered,  but  none,  of  the  deaf  quarters 
were  found  to  be  diseased.  Six  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
and  tested,  two  of  the  cows  were  condemned  and  slaughtered 
under  the  provision  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925.  Two  other 
cows  were  condemned  owing  to  general  emaciation,  one  proving 
to  be  Tuberculous  after  being  tested  with  Tuberculin.  I  advised 
all  owners  to  keep  their  cattle  well  groomed,  and  not  at  any 
time  to  purchase  a  cow  with  any  defect  of  the  udder.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  to  retard  the  spread  of  Tuberculosis,  all  males  used 
for  stud  purposes  should  be  tested  annually  and  all  female 
calves  should  be  inspected  at  the  time  of  the  general  inspection 
of  the  cattle”. 


MEAT,  ETC. 

Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  is  regularly  carried 
out  and  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulat¬ 
ions,  1924,  are  very  well  observed. 

With  our  present  staff  it  is  impracticable  to  inspect  all 
carcases  of  animals,  in  respect  of  which  notice  of  slaughter  is 
given.  Inspection  at  the  slaughter-house,  Shortacre  Street,  in 
Birchills  ward,  where  a  wholesale  trade  only  is  carried  on,  is 
quite  satisfactory,  all  carcases  and  organs  are  seen  by  a  quali¬ 
fied  inspector  before  being  passed  out  for  sale,  the  inspection 
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in  the  other  31  slaughter-houses,  and  which  are  situate  4  in 
Bloxwich  ward,  2  in  Leamore  ward,  6  in  the  Birchills,  1  in 
Hatherton  ward,  10  in  Bridge,  3  in  Pleck  and  5  in  Caldmore 
ward,  probably  does  not  exceed  from  50  to  60  per  cent,  of  the 
carcases. 

The  markets  at  Walsall  and  Bloxwich  are  regularly 
visited,  and  it  is  the  practice  for  stall  holders  who  have  brought 
unexamined  consignments  of  food  stuffs  for  sale  in  the  market 
which  on  opening  have  been  found  unsatisfactory,  to  call  at 
the  office  and  request  immediate  inspection  before  offering  the 
goods  for  sale. 

During  the  year  two  registered  slaughterhouses  were 
closed  on  the  grounds  of  non-user,  there  were  32  slaughter¬ 
houses  remaining  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as 
follows  : — 


Registered 

Licensed 


Jan.  1926. 
14 
20 


Dec.  1926, 
12 
20 


Total 


34 


32 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Report  prepared  bv  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  showing 
number  and  result  of  Analysis  of  Samples  and  proceedings 
taken  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1926,  viz; — 


Description  of  Article 

Total 

Number 

Number 

Analysed. 

number  of 
samples 

certified 
as  genuine 

certified  as 
adulterated 

Milk 

100 

90 

10 

Cream,  Preserved 

5 

5 

— 

Cream 

5 

5 

— 

Lard 

5 

5 

— 

Butter 

55 

54 

1 

Dripping 

3 

3 

— 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS, —continued. 


Cheese,  Cream 
Cheddar 
Cheshire 

Coffee 
Cocoa 
Mustard 
Sausage 
Apples 
Pepper 

Vinegar,  Malt 
Milk  “Condensed  Full  Cream” 


2 

2 

2 

4 

1 


2 


6 

4 

2 

2 

4 


9f 


“Condensed  Machine  Skimmed”  6 


Whisky 

Rum 

Gin 

Jam 


2 

2 

2 

7 


2 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

6 

4 

2 

2 

4 

6 

2 

2 

2 

7 


TOTAL  ...  223  212 


11 


Number  of  Formal  Samples  ... 
Number  of  Informal  Samples  ... 


100 

123 


223 


Six  purchases  of  Margarine  were  made.  In  four  cases  the 
requirements  of  the  Acts  as  regards  labelling  and  the  use  of  a 
marked  wrapper  were  complied  with,  in  the  other  two  cases  a 
proper  Margarine  wrapper  was  not  used,  each  vendor  was 
cautioned  b>  letter. 

ADULTERATED  SAMPLES— ACTION  TAKEN. 

MILK  SAMPLES-  Of  100  samples  4  were  deficient  in  cream 
and  6  contained  added  water. 

1  Butter  sample  contained  19%  of  water. 
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Administrative  action  in  these  samples  was,  viz : — 


No,  of  Sample 

Analyst’s  Report. 

Milk  No.  107  ... 

6'66%  Deficient  in  Cream 

Milk  No.  113  ... 

Contained  '53%  added  water 

Milk  No.  114  ... 

1  '17°/ 

i  »  1  '  *  /O  »  »  >  > 

Milk  No.  118  ... 

10%  Deficient  in  Cream 

Milk  No.  119  ... 

66% 

Milk  No.  120  ... 

10% 

Milk  No.  122  ... 

Contained  0'58%  added  water 

Milk  No.  123  ... 

2  3% 

Milk  No.  129  ... 

O’  Q°/ 

it  '“VO  ft  l  » 

Milk  No.  166  ... 

CO 

B  utter  No.  139  ... 

>>  19%  water 

Action  Taken. 


The  Health  Committee  considered 
circumstances  in  each  case  together 
with  the  Vendors  explanation  and 
resolved  that  a  written  caution  be 
given  to  each  vendor,  further 
samples  to  be  taken  at  an  early  date. 

Samples  were  obtained  during  the 
following  quarter  and  all  proved 
satisfactory. 


An  informal  sample,  a  formal 
sample  taken  7  days  later  was 
satisfactory. 


MILK  SAMPLES  IN  1926. 

22  of  the  samples  were  Sterilized  Milk,  one  of  these  No. 
122  contained  *58%  of  added  water. 

APPLES. 

4  Separate  pounds  of  apples  were  purchased  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  to  test  for  arsenical  contamination.  In  3 
of  the  pounds  the  report  stated  “no  arsenic  present”  and  the 
4th  pound  “one  apple  was  free  from  arsenic,  the  peel  of  each  of 
3  apples  a  trace  of  arsenic”. 

MILK — 10  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  under 
the  Public  Health  (condensed  milk)  Regulations,  1923,  all  the 
samples  were  genuine  and  the  statements  on  the  cartons  or  tins 
were  correct. 
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MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1912  and  1917. 
Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1926. 

1.  Milk  and  cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream. 

Number  of  Samples  examined  Number  in  which  Preservatives  was 

for  the  presence  of  a  Preserv-  reported  to  be  present,  and  percentage 

ative.  of  preservative  found  in  each  Sample. 

Milk  110  Nil. 

Cream  5  Nil. 

2.  Cream  sold  as  preserved  cream. 

(a.)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as 
to  Preservatives  were  correct ; — 


(i)  Correct  statements  made 

5 

(ii)  Statements  incorrect 

*  •  •  • 

— 

Total 

5 

(iii)  Percentage  of  Preservative 
found  in  each  sample. 

Percentage  stated 
Statutory  label. 

no 

'1500%.  '1860%,  ’1426%  1 

’1526%,  1550%.  / 

Not  exceeding  '4% 
Boric  Acid. 

(b)  Determinations  made  of  milk 

fat  in  cream  sold 

as 

preserved  cream: — 

(i)  Above  35% 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

(ii)  Below  35% 

•  • »  •  •  • 

— 

Total 

5 

(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements 
as  to  labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in 

article  V.  (2)  of  the  Regulations  have  not  been  observed 

...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations  have 

not  been  complied  with,  and  action  taken  ...  Nil. 

3.  Thickening  substances.  Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to 

cream  or  to  preserved  cream,  where  found  ...  Nil. 

4.  Other  observations,  if  any  ...  ...  ..  Nil. 
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Report  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901 

in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  &  HOMEWORK. 

1— INSPECTION. 

Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written  Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops  (including  Work- 

79 

20 

— 

shop  Laundries)  ... 

168 

79 

— 

Total 

247 

99 

— 

2-DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

O  73 

X  o 

Particulars. 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

’■*5  ’■*- 
O  3 

O 

Z  «n 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  .— 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

70 

70 

,,  ,,  Ventilation 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

16 

16 

— 

— 

finsufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodations  unsuitable  or  defective 

9 

9 

— 

— 

|  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

99 

99 

_ 

— — 

Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

During  the  year  there  were  2,154  births  (2,107  legitimate 
and  47  illegitimate).  There  were  180  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year,  of  whom  6  were  illegitimate. 

The  Mortality  Rate  of  legitimate  births  was  8L63  per 
1,000  births,  whilst  that  of  illegitimate  births  was  170'21  giving 
a  total  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  of  83  56  as 
compared  with  a  rate  of  115*19  for  1925 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  closely  approximates  to  that 
of  1924  when  the  rate  was  78  09  which  was  the  lowest  rate 
ever  recorded  in  the  Borough. 

The  epidemics  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  which 
had  been  so  prevalent  in  the  previous  year  had  largely 
passed,  6  deaths  of  infants  being  due  to  Whooping  Cough 
and  1  to  Measles  as  against  23  and  11  respectively  in  1924. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  accounted  for  30  deaths  or 
16*6%  of  the  total  infant  deaths  and  Diarrhoea  for  25  or  13*9%. 

Prematurity  accounted  for  49  deaths  or  2 7*2%  whilst 
Congenital  Defects  and  Deaths  arising  from  Congenital 
Debility  and  wasting  accounted  for  36  or  20%  of  the  total. 

66  babies  or  one  third  of  the  total  infantile  deaths  died 
within  one  week  of  birth,  33  of  these  from  Prematurity,  and 
101  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  birth  (56%). 

Each  year  we  have  to  record  a  very  high  percentage 
of  infant  deaths  during  the  first  week  of  life  and  during  the 
first  four  weeks  as  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 
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YEAR 

No.  of 
Births 

No.  of  deaths 
under  1  year 
of  age. 

No.  of  Deaths 
in  children 
under  1  year 
due  to 
Prematurity. 

No.  of  deaths  in 
children  under  1 
year  due  to  Atro¬ 
phy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 

No.  of  Deaths 
from  all  causes 
under  the  aga 
of  1  month . 

No.  of  Deaths 
from  all  causes 
under  the  age 
of  one  week 

1922 

2530 

241 

61 

42 

110 

79 

1923 

2342 

220 

59 

47 

106 

72 

1924 

2356 

184 

57 

50 

103 

59 

1925 

2257 

260 

CM 

46 

86 

46 

1926 

2154 

180 

49 

36 

101 

60 

Whilst  our  total  infantile  mortality  tends  to  decline, 
neo-natal  deaths  do  not  decline  in  the  same  proportion.  There 
are  undoubtedly  many  factors  at  work  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  one  very  potent  factor  is  found  in  the  “Unwanted  Child”. 
Although  it  is  always  extremely  difficult  to  get  at  the  real  facts 
we  have  strong  grounds  for  suspecting  that  the  practice  of 
producing  abortion  is  by  no  means  uncommon. 

Caldmore  has  again  the  lowest  Infant  Mortality,  with 
46'64  deaths  per  1,000  births,  Fleck  and  Leamore  coming 
next  with  55  55  and  5671  per  1,000  respectively,  Bridge  being  at 
the  other  end  of  the  scale  with  an  Infantile  Mortality  of  1 42 '85, 
and  Hatherton  with  1 16*43. 

NURSING  SERVICES. 

The  co-ordinated  Nursing  Scheme  has  worked  smoothly 
during  the  year,  and  a  very  gratifying  increase  in  the  work 
of  the  Health  Visitors’  Staff  has  to  be  recorded,  21,876  visits 
having  been  paid  to  homes  during  1925  in  connection  with  ‘ 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  alone. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

The  attendances  at  the  various  Welfare  Centres  have 
again  been  large,  the  total  attendances  at  the  four  Centres 
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being  16,803  as  against  14,850  in  1925.  1,405  new  babies 

have  been  registered  as  against  1,443  during  1925.  At  some 
of  the  Centres,  particularly  Milton  Street  and  Stafford  Street, 
the  attendances  on  many  occasions  have  been  much  too 
large  for  satisfactory  work.  At  Milton  Street  the  average 
weekly  attendance  throughout  the  year  has  been  over  50, 
and  the  average  number  of  medical  examinations  40.  At 
Stafford  Street  the  average  weekly  attendance  has  been  45, 
and  the  average  number  of  medical  examinations  33.  At 
Field  Road,  Bloxwich,  conditions  are  very  similar. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  attendances,  many  mothers 
have  to  wait  an  unduly  long  time  before  they  and  their  babies 
can  be  attended  to,  and  it  is  desirable  that  additional  medical 
sessions  at  these  Centres  be  established  so  soon  as  conditions 
permit. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  for  the  past  year  has  again 
been  high,  5  mothers  having  died  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  and 
6  from  other  Accidents  or  Diseases  connected  with  child 
birth,  the  death  rate  amounting  to  5‘1  per  1,000  births  as 
against  6'2  in  1925,  5‘9  in  1924  and  T7  in  1923. 

Under  the  new  regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
which  came  into  force  on  October  1st,  1926,  whereby  any 
febrile  condition  occurring  in  a  woman  within  21  days  after 
childbirth  or  miscarriage  in  which  a  temperature  of  100  4  F. 
or  more  has  been  sustained  during  a  period  of  24  hours,  &c., 
has  to  be  notified  by  the  doctor  in  attendance,  10  cases  of 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified. 

10  cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  were  notified  including  one 
previously  notified  as  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Four  of  these  cases 
occurred  in  the  practice  of  Midwives,  four  in  the  practice  of 
Medical  Practitioners  and  two  in  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary.  In 
two  of  the  fatal  cases,  delivery  was  normal. 
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Of  the  other  complications  connected  with  childbirth 
two  deaths  were  due  to  Post  Partum  Haemorrhage,  two  to 
Cardiac  Failure,  and  two  to  Obstructed  Labour  involving 
Caesearean  Section. 

Of  the  2,104  births  notified  during  the  year,  1,617  or  76*8% 
were  conducted  by  Midwives  alone,  in  285  cases  doctors  were 
engaged  to  attend  as  well.  243  Medical  Help  Forms  were  received 
from  Midwives  in  respect  of  Labour  complications,  of  that 
number  88  or  36%  were  in  respect  of  Prolonged  and  Difficult 
Labour,  and  84  or  35%  in  respect  of  Ruptured  Perinaeum. 

These  figures  are  rather  startling,  and  from  a  careful 
examination  of  the  midwives’  records,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
Midwives  very  frequently  show  an  undue  anxiety  to  get  labour 
over  quickly.  Medical  men  when  called  in  by  Midwives  show 
an  equal  unwillingness  to  allow  nature  to  take  her  course,  and 
are  too  ready  to  adopt  instrumental  methods. 

This  tendency  to  shorten  the  duration  of  labour  is  not 
always  to  the  good  or  future  well  being  of  the  mother,  and  the 
very  large  proportion  of  cases  of  Ruptured  Perinaeum  occurring 
in  the  practice  of  Midwives  can  only  be  regarded  as  evidence 
of  careless  midwifery. 

The  future  of  our  midwifery  service  causes  us  consider¬ 
able  anxiety,  in  some  parts  of  the  Borough  there  is  an  undoubted 
shortage,  and  the  midwives  practising  in  these  areas  have  at 
certain  times  too  much  to  do,  with  the  result  that  there  is  an 
undoubted  tendency  to  hurry  things  on. 

MEDICAL  AID  AND  PROVISION  OF  MILK. 

The  Guild  of  Help  continues  with  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  do  much  of  the  investigation  work 
required  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

All  cases  of  midwifery  where  a  Medical  Practitioner 
is  called  in  by  the  Midwife  in  attendance  are  investigated 


by  the  Guild  and  a  report  is  submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  291  such  reports  were  received  by  the  latter  during 
the  year 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  9  cases  for  the  recovery 
of  doctors’  fees  where  the  income  was  over  scale. 

All  applications  for  free  milk  are  also  dealt  with  by 
the  Guild  Suitable  cases  are  recommended  by  the  Medical 
Officers  at  the  Welfare  Centres,  or  by  the  midwife  or  Doctor 
in  attendance  where  Mothers  are  unable  to  attend  the  Centres. 
Reports  are  then  made  on  these  cases  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Guild  who  attends  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  Milk  Sub- 
Committee  and  all  recommendations  are  dealt  with  by  this 
Committee. 

971  applications  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  and 
3,579  reports  were  made  on  those  cases  to  the  Milk  Sub- 
Committee. 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  Centre  as  well  as  the  work 
of  the  Health  Visitors  are  given  in  the  following  Tables:  — 

ATTENDANCES  REGISTERED  AT  INFANT  WELFARE 


CENTRES. 


Centre 

Under 

6  months 

6-12 

months 

1-2 

years 

2-5 

years 

Total 

New 

Cases 

*A. 

*M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A.  M. 

Ablewell  Street 

1582 

662 

946 

303 

556 

109 

573 

73 

3657  1147 

351 

Field  Road  ... 

1323 

639 

957 

273 

858 

193 

963 

174 

4101  1279 

389 

Milton  Street 

1794 

815 

1199 

353 

825 

177 

946 

269 

4764  1614 

341 

Stafford  Street 

1714 

861 

955 

315 

659 

160 

953 

136 

4281  1472 

324 

Total 

6413 

2977 

4057 

1244 

2898 

639 

3435 

65216803  5512 

1405 

*A — Number  of  Attendances.  *M— Number  Medically  Examined. 


The  total  number  of  Ante-Natal  cases  registered  at  the 
Centres  numbered  651,  out  of  which  8  were  examined  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

First  and  Re-Visits. 


Half-days 
spent  at  Wel¬ 
fare  Centres 

Birth 
Enquiries 
First  Visits 

Re-Visits  to 
Infants  undei 

1 2  months 

Visits  to 
Children 
1-5  years 

Ante-Natal 

First  Visits 

1 

_ 

Ante-Natal 

Re-Visits 

Ophthalmia 

First  Visits 

Ophthalmia 

Re-Visits 

Other  Visits 

(Infectious 

Diseases,  &c. 

Total 

Visits 

854 

2038 

7989 

10583 

354 

277 

31 

20 

524 

21816 

The  notification  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  after 
wards  withdrawn  in  14  cases. 


CASES  OF  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases 

Vision 

Total 

Treated 

unim¬ 

paired 

Vision 

Bind- 

Deaths 

Notified 

at  Home 

at  Hospital 

jmpaired 

ness 

1 

March 

10 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

May 

13 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

m 

3 

f  ) 

14 

— 

Infirmary 

1 

— 

— 

4 

i  » 

20 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

June 

30 

— 

Infirmary 

1 

— 

— 

-  — 

6 

July 

6 

1 

Developed 
Pneumonia 
and  died 

13/7/26. 

7 

15 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

»  t 

21 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Aug. 

20 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Sept. 

»  » 

7 

— 

Nursing  home 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

17 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Oct. 

6 

1 

Fatal  9/1/27’ 

Premature 

Birth. 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorumi 
Congenital 
Debility  & 
Convulsions! 

13 

i  f 

27 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

14 

Nov. 

5 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

- 

15 

t  } 

9 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

16 

i  > 

29 

1 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

. 

17 

Dec 

29 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

17  Cases 

12 

5 

15 

/ 

— 

— 

2 
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INFANT  Feeding.— When  first  visited  1,767  infants  were 
entirely  breast  fed,  204  breast  and  artifically  fed,  &  67  artifically 
fed. 

Details  of  the  food  supplied  are  given  as  follows: — 

First  Visit— 


Cows  Milk  was  being  given  to 

183 

babies 

Dried  „ 

57 

V 

Condensed  Milk ,,  „ 

8 

}> 

Patent  Foods  and  Rusks  ,, 

23 

Whilst  on  Re-Visit— 

Cows  Milk  was  being  given  to 

503 

babies. 

Dried  „ 

57 

>> 

Condensed  Milk  ,,  ,, 

17 

> y 

Patent  Foods  and  Rusks  ,, 

69 

n 

On  the  first  re-visits  1,369  were  reported  to  be  entirely 
breast  fed. 

39  infants  died  before  being  re-visited,  and  14  had  left 
the  Borough. 

SANITARY  DEFECTS. 


15  cases  were  referred  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

MIDWIVES  ACT. 


Midwives’  Inspections,  etc. 

Total. 

No.  of  Midwives  on  register — Trained 

23  4 

9  1 

32 

Untrained 

No.  of  visits  to  midwives — 'Inspections 

178  | 

431  ) 

609 

Interviews 

Puerperal  Fever  notified 

•  •  • 

10 

„  Pyrexia 

7  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

*  *  * 

10 
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5  cases  proved  fatal. 

5  ,,  recovered. 

Midwives  disinfected  ...  ...  5 

Ophthalmia  notified  ■  ...  ...  17 

Cases  treated  at  home  12  )  / 

it 

„  „  ,,  hospital  4  ) 


Midwives’  Notifications,  (Medical  Help). 


Medical 

Help 

Stillbirth 

Death  of 
Child 

Intention 
to  Practice 

Liability  to 
be  a  source 
of 

Infection 

Laying 
out  a 
dead  body 

Proposed 

Artifical 

Feeding 

Change  of 
Address 

441 

22 

2 

32 

4 

1 

7 

4 

CONDITIONS  FOR  WHICH  DOCTORS  WERE  CALLED 


IN  BY  MIDWIVES— 

PREGNANCY, 

Abortion  and  Miscarriage  ...  ...  •  •  8 

Threatened  Miscarriage  or  Abortion  •••  ...  9 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ..  •  •  5 

Purulent  Discharge  ...  •  ••  •  ••  8 

Dangerous  Varicose  Veins  ...  •••  •••  •  2 

Toxaemias  (Unclassified)  -  ...  13 
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LABOUR. 


Ante,  and  Post-Partum  Hcemorrhage  ...  19 

Ruptured  Perinaeum  •••  ...  •••  •-  84 

Prolonged  and  Difficult  Labour  ...  ...  ...  88 

Purulent  Discharge  ...  ...  2 

Malpresentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Retained  Placenta  and  Membranes  ••  •••  10 


243 
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PUERPERIUM. 

Rise  of  Temperature  ...  ..  ...  ...  25 

Secondary  Post-Partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  2 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Other  Causes  (Indefinite  Diagnosis)  ...  ...  12 

40 

INFANT. 

Inflammation  of  Eyes  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Dangerous  Feebleness  and  Prematurity  •••  ...  53 

Serious  Skin  Eruption  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Malformation  and  Congenital  Defects  ...  ...  8 

Other  Causes  (Indefinite  Diagnosis)  ...  ...  5 

113 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  YEAR  ENDING 
DECEMBER  31st,  1926. 

No.  of  births  notified  during  the  year  2,208 

by  Medical  Practitioners  •  •  ...  380 

,,  Midwives  ...  1,821 

,,  Parents  ...  •••  ...  ••  7 

Born  in  Union  Infirmary  •••  33 

Unnotified  births  ...  •  14 

Stillbirths  notified  during  the  year  ...  85 

„  Attended  by  Medical  Practioners  63 

,,  ,,  ,,  Midwives  ...  22 


50 


Notified  births  (excluding  Stillbirths),  deaths  under  1  year  and  rate, 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1926. 


Bloxwich 

Lea- 

more 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Births 

96 

102 

161 

173 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 

25 

19 

mortality 
rate  per 
1,000 
births 

126  2 

6 

5688 

Birch- 

ills 


Hath- 

erton 


Pad-  T3  •  j 
dock  :Bndge 


Pleck 


Cald-  Work 
more  house 


M. 

170 


F. 

194 


35 


96  15 


M. 

104 


F. 

110 


24 


112  14 


M. 

103 


F. 

78 


19 


10297 


M. 

95 


F. 

89 


26 


141  30 


M. 

155 


F. 

132 


16 


5574 


M. 

184 


F. 

170 


16 


45  19 


M. 

3 


F. 

4 


Total. 

M.  I  F. 

1071  1052 

180 

84  78 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  MILK 

SUB-COMMITTEE. 

FRESH  MILK. 

During  the  year  approximately  279  cases  received  a 
supply  of  milk  free  at  a  cost  of  £527  :  14  :  0. 

DRIED  MILK. 

86  cases  received  Dried  Milk  at  cost  price.  Paid  to 
Borough  Treasurer  for  same  £353  :  6  :  9. 

387  lbs.  of  Dried  Milk  was  given  free  at  a  cost  of  £32  : 1  :  0 

1,129  41b,  tins  of  Virol  were  sold  at  cost  price.  Paid  to 
Borough  Treasurer  for  same  £56  :  9  :  0. 

606  Bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion  were  sold  at  cost 
price.  Paid  to  Borough  Treasurer  for  same  £30  :  6  :  0. 

£  s.  d. 

Paid  to  Borough  Treasurer  for  Lactogol  1  13  9 

»  „  Groats  1  16  64 

»  „  Secway  1  0 


51 


ANTE  NATAL  CENTRE. 


The  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  Ante  Natal 
Centre  is  submitted  by  Mrs  A.  Saunders,  Inspector  of  Midwives 
who  has  been  responsible  for  this  work  during  the  year. 


The  weekly  session  is  held  each  Monday  morning,  cases 


being  referred  to  the  Centre  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  Mid¬ 
wives,  patients  are  advised  to  come  as  early  in  their  pregnancy 
as  is  possible,  but  few  apply  before  the  fifth  month,  the  majority 
of  cases  being  between  the  sixth  and  eighth  months. 

The  history  of  the  patient  is  taken,  both  social  and 
clinical.  If  the  patient  has  passed  successfully  through  one  or 
more  confinements  with  normal  labour,  the  abdomen  is  examined 
and  the  probable  date  of  labour  estimated;  if  pregnancy  is 
sufficiently  advanced,  the  foetal  heart  is  examined  and  the 
pelvic  measurements  taken.  In  all  cases  where  a  patient  gives 
a  history  of  previous  difficult  labour,  or  abnormality,  she  is 
referred  through  the  midwife  to  her  own  doctor,  a  note  being 
given  explaning  the  nature  of  the  complication. 

All  patients  coming  up  for  the  first  time  are  given 
careful  directions  as  to  the  hygiene  of  pregnancy,  especially 
with  regard  to  care  of  the  breasts,  dieting  and  constipation,  and 
are  advised  to  come  up  again  at  intervals  appropriate  to  the 
case. 

All  cases  attending  the  Centre  were  visited  at  home. 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  cases  were 
registered  at  the  Centre,  viz; 


First  Attendance 
Re-attendances 


130 

446 


In  97  cases  the  urine  was  tested  for  albumin 


once. 

twice. 


and  in  10 


three  times 
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8  specimens  were  found  to  contain  albumin. 

12  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  a  purulent 
discharge  and  a  note  given  referring  to  hospital  for  treatment. 

27  cases  were  referred  through  the  midwife,  to  the  patients 
own  doctor,  on  account  of  complications,  as  follows  : — 


Albuminuia  .  8 

Contracted  Pelvis  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dangerous  Varicose  Veins  .  4 

Malpresentation 

Other  complications  •••  ...  3 


Labour  was  induced  in  three  cases  both  mother  and  child 
doing  well  in  each  case. 

5  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  bad  dental 
caries  and  were  referred  to  Hospital  for  treatment”. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

The  Local  Statutory  Committee  has  delegated  certain 
of  its  duties  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  1913  to  the 
Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Welfare. 

This  Association  was  formed  with  the  following 
objects 

1.  To  assist  the  Local  Authority  in  administering  the  Act 

by  the  visitation,  ascertainment  and  supervision  of 
defectives. 

2.  To  supervise  mental  defectives  who  are  not  subject  to  be 

dealt  with  under  the  Act. 

3.  To  train  and  educate  mental  defectives  in  their  own  homes 

or  at  the  Occupation  Centre. 

4.  To  provide  an  information  bureau  for  those  interested  in 

mental  welfare  generally. 
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5.  To  provide  after  care  for  children  of  school  age. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  certifying  Officer 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  and  he  has  the  assistance, 
in  carrying  out  his  duties,  of  the  staff  of  the  Civic  Guild  of 
Help  consisting  of  one  whole  time  Voluntary  Visitor,  the 
Secretary  and  one  full  time  paid  Visitor. 

There  are  two  groups  of  cases  to  be  dealt  with: — 

(tf)  Statutory  Cates.— consisting  of  mental  defectives  under  7 
or  over  16  years  known  to  require  special  care  and  super¬ 
vision;  uneducable  mentally  defective  children  between  the 
ages  of  7  and  16,  and  children  referred  to  the  Local  Control 
Authority  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  as  being  either 
incapable  of  further  education  in  a  special  school,  or  of 
being  incapable  of  such  education  without  detriment  to  other 
children.  These  are  dealt  with  under  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Act. 

( b )  Education  Cases. — consisting  of  mentally  defective  children 
between  the  ages  of  7  and  16  capable  of  education  in  special 
schools.  These  are  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority. 

The  number  of  mentally  defective  persons  in  the  Borough 
ascertained  by  medical  examinations  up  to  the  present  is  246. 
This  however  is  by  no  means  a  true  record,  and  the  work  of 
ascertainment  is  still  proceeding. 

The  Statutory  Cases  are  distributed  as  follows; — 


In  Certified  Institutions  ...  ...  15 

In  Mental  Hospitals  ...  19 

In  Poor  Law  Institutions  ...  ...  18 

Under  Supervision  at  home  ...  22 

,,  Guardianship  ...  ...  2 


76 
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And  the  Education  Cases: 

In  Certified  Resident  Schools  ••• 
At  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  Home 


23 

40 

JO 

10 
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In  addition  there  are  87  cases  under  Voluntary  Super¬ 
vision  by  the  Voluntary  Association  for  mental  welfare. 

During  the  year  901  visits  were  paid  to  homes  by  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Visitors. 

32  cases  were  notified  to  the  Voluntary  Association  during 
the  year  and  these  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 

Certified  and  sent  to  Institutions  7 

Under  Voluntary  „  ...  24 

Removed  out  of  area  1 
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Occupation  Centre.:— Under  the  auspices  of  the  Civic  Guild 
of  Help,  the  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  opened 
an  Occupation  Centre  at  the  School  Clinic,  Bradford  Street,  on 
April  1st,  1924. 

The  Centre  is  now  open  on  five  afternoons  per  week,  the 
younger  children  attending  on  two  afternoons,  and  the  elder 
children  on  two  afternoons,  and  the  whole  class  on  one  after¬ 
noon.  There  are  now  24  children  on  the  roll. 

The  time  table  includes  instruction  in  Raffia  work,  rug 
making,  plasticene  modelling,  sewing,  drill,  singing,  recitation, 
eurythmics.  More  recently,  crayon  drawing  has  been  introduced 
with  some  measure  of  success 

The  work  of  the  Occupation  Centre  has  been  partic¬ 
ularly  successful,  considerable  improvement  not  only  in  the 
mental  and  physical  condition  of  the  pupils  attending  being 
noted,  but  also  in  the  quality  of  the  handwork. 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the 
medical  inspection  of  the  pupils. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  securing  suitable  accom¬ 
modation  at  Bloxwich,  it  has  not  yet  been  found  possible  to 
extend  the  work  to  the  northern  end  of  the  Borough,  where 
it  is  very  desirable  that  a  branch  Occupation  Centre  should 
be  opened. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS’ 
SUPERANNUATION  ACT. 

Under  this  Act  all  employees  have  to  pass  a  medical 
examination  before  being  taken  on  the  permanent  staff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Medical  Referee 
for  the  Corporation. 

During  the  year  32  persons  were  examined  prior  to 
their  appointment,  29  were  passed  as  satisfactory  lives,  3 
persons  failing  to  come  up  to  the  standard  laid  down  by  the 
Finance  Committee. 

OTHER  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

25  employees  (IT  fit  and  8  unfit)  were  examined  on  behalf 
of  the  Tramway  s  Committee  as  to  their  fitness  to  act  as  Tram  or 
’Bus  Drivers. 

In  addition  11  candidates  (8  fit  and  3  unfit)  for  the  Police 
Force  were  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  whose 
services  were  also  requisitioned  by  the  Police  on  many  other 
occasions. 

CARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

There  are  110  blind  persons  on  the  register  of  the  Blind 
for  the  County  Borough  of  Walsall,  the  details  as  to  numbers 
and  classification  being  set  out  in  Tables  A.  and  B.  Of  that 
number  16  are  school  children  under  the  age  of  16  all  of  whom 
are  in  special  Schools.  64  persons  are  unemployable,  of  the 
others,  28  are  employed  in  various  occupations,  (Table  C)  and 
one  is  under  tiaining. 
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Certain  of  the  arrangements  for  lookingafier  the  interests 
of  the  blind  persons  are  carried  out  by  the  Blind  Persons  Wel¬ 
fare  Committee,  or  on  their  behalf  by  the  Walsall,  Wednesbury 
and  District  Society  for  the  Blind,  and  the  Birmingham  Royal 
Institution  for  the  Blind. 

17  of  our  Walsall  Blind  are  employed  in  the  local  work¬ 
shops.  These  workshops  are  by  no  means  satisfactory,  and 
there  is  much  room  for  improvement.  The  question  of  provision 
of  new  workshops  has  had  careful  consideration  but  it  is  held 
up  owing  to  financial  stringency. 

Home  workers  are  dealt  with  by  the  Birmingham  Royal 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  During  1926  there  were  two  Home 
Teachers  who  looked  after  all  blind  persons  in  both  the 
Walsall  and  Wednesbury  areas. 

UNEMPLOYABLE  BLIND. 

The  Town  Council  have  now  augmented  the  income  of 
each  of  the  24  unemployable  persons  in  the  Borough  who  are 
of  full  age,  to  16/-  per  week,  and  the  Home  Visitors  have  been 
instructed  when  distributing  this  grant  to  enquire  if  they  are 
as  reasonably  comfortable  as  possible,  and  if  conditions  are 
unsatisfactory  to  report  the  same  to  the  Local  Blind  Society 
and  the  Blind  Persons  Welfare  Committee.  It  is  the  aim  of  the 
Blind  Persons  Welfare  Committee  to  prevent  any  further  cases 
of  unemployable  blind  finding  it  requisite  to  have  outdoor  poor 
relief,  as,  it  is  undesirable  to  add  to  their  distress  by  the  so 
called  stigma  of  pauperism. 
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CO 

CN 

a* 

l-H 

pi 

w 

CP 

s 

w 

u 

w 

Q 

H 

c n 


H— < 
w 

< 

C/3 

<! 

E 

o 

o 

P4 

o 

OP 

w 

£ 

H 

£ 

Q 

2; 

k— H 

QQ 


C/3 

C/3 

W 

w 

.J 

*1 

) 

< 

< 

•< 

S 

H 

1 

w 

Ph 

1 

O 

H 

I 

1 

s 

1 

(it 

1 

H 

Q 

O 

i— » 

W 

Ph 

w 

o 

< 

I 

< 

P3 

hJ 

PQ 

< 

H 


H 

.J 

| 

o 

T— 

< ,  • 

H  Ph 
O 

46 

H  • 
2 

64 

f, 

o  r« 

u 

00 

Age  Pe 

70 

M.  F. 

CO 

CN 

T3  lJ 
o  r1 

•C  p 

20 

1  ON 

^  O 
.  CO 

03 

Age 

M. 

T— 

X)  £-, 

■So 

o> 

Ph  o  ^ 
a;10 

M  • 

<<  s 

6  01 

1 

.2  o 

T— 

pH  O 

4>^ 

QC  • 

<  2 

CO 

oo 

2  H 
■  X  o 

CO 

43  ^  • 

Onci  W 

43°^ 

' 

<  2 

uo 

oo 

'n  f-i 
■2oH 

43°Pf  • 

Oh  r-  (i 

43^ 

Ofi  • 

<  2 

CO 

r— 

2  H 

rf 

u  CN 

43  1  rx 

a.  co 

CN 

M  “ 

PS 

CN 

'O  rj 

O  c-1 

CO 

e  Pei 

5-16 

F. 

CO 

oc 

^  s 

o 

H 

CN 

O 

S 

CN 

uo 

C/J 

W 

2 

Q 

2 

KH 

2 

pq 

fc 

o 

w 

o 

2 

w 

p 

►— t 

u 

2 


W 

o 

< 

PQ 

W 

J 

PQ 

< 

H 


*1 

< 

o 

h 

r*  , 

o 

r- 

H 

- 

a 

o 

c 

X4 

o 

c 

'■§  H 

00 

n 

» 

T— ° 

4) 

CC 

<  2 

CN 

to 

O  M 

CO 

P  o 

O  u-  • 

CO 

V  CO 

M 

<  S 

o 

r— 

T3 

O 

u  O 
V  CO 
Oh  I 
^  O 
4)  LO 
&£ 


S 


oo 


CO 


O 

o 

'C  o 

43  to 

Oh  1 

^  O 
43  ■'*• 

Cu6 


Oh 


CO 


T3  Oh 
O 

i  p  2 

v  r  • 


OO 

o 


cs 


OJO  '  • 

«:  S 

oo 

T3 

O 

CO 

C  O 

43  CO  • 

Oh  1  Uh 

o 

CO 

43  CN 

030 

<  2 

CO 

o  H 

LO 

‘u  o 

43  CN  ■ 

CL,  i  0, 

o 

43  r- 

DC 

<  2 

•rj- 

T3  rj 

o  H 

03 

U 

«3  O 

P7W 

CN 

10 

43 

DC  J 
<;  2 

rn. 

1X3  Oh 

O  ^ 

40 

V-t 

1  43^0  . 

Ph2  Uh 

IS.  • 

T3  rj 

c  H 

•  ^4 

u 

<U 

Ph  "7 

01)  M 

<  S 


CD 

CN 


CO 


OO 


C/1 

Q 

C* 

« 

£ 

D 

Q 

2 

<*! 

co 

rH 

Q 

O 

HH 

w 

Ph 

w 

o 

< 


H 

2 

txj 

S 

o 

Ph 

S 

w 

c3 


u 

W 

J 

PQ 

< 

H 


(0 


c 

«  CN 

V-' 

2  fe 


.-E 

o 


'O 

C 

3 


^  V  CN 
03  t— 

/ - * - N, 

o 

T" 

r— 

Total 

F.  T. 

94 

^5 

53 

| 

Unemployable 

M.  F.  T. 

CO 

34 

30 

i 

C  X! 

■"  ca 

.S  .s 

S  2  u. 
H  H 

o 

o 

1 

3  3  ■ 

zj=g 

I 

o 

1 

at 

r«* 

Under 

frainin 

F. 

O  | 

c 

2 

Trained 

but  unemployed 

M.  F.  T. 

r- 

o 

H 

•O 

v 

>y 

o  • 
o> 
S 
W 


00 

CN 


CN 


w 

to  .5 

O  s 

55  f 

9  - 

fa  S 

<!  ^ 

£  ^ 
a  w 

CO  CQ 
CO  ^ 


C/5 

w 

►J 

< 


s 


cn 

w 

s  h 
w  o 
fa  H 


Cl,  H 


Total 

00 

CN 

sno9UB[iaosij^ 

o 

sjaunx 

CN 

sa^Bin  S^g 
Suuis  puie  ME-ns 

T-» 

S  19  !91S[OqdQ 
pun  S9SS9J}SUn29  S 

O 

saa^npi  PM 

o 

sJsqoBax  °Tsn LM 

puB  suBpisnj\[ 

o 

Sa95[Bl^-SS9jpi3I\[ 

o 

1 

saaq^pv-l^Fi 

o 

SJ9111UX 

CM 

SJ9qO‘B9X  01U0H 

SJ9qMBX[ 

(o#  sjadaaqdoqs 

squa^V  ^9X)  SJ9p29Q 

- 

spidXx  ‘sqaaiO 

r— 

■  i 

saaqBj^  qsrug 

O 

sjredag  loog 

O 

SJ9q.iOy\Y 

9U«3  puB  laqseq 

1 

£ 

0  y  ‘SJ0JD9qO3 

‘sjuaSy 

CM 

H 

OO 

0Q 

o.£ 

4)  i/3 
ten  n 

Total 

F. 

CM 

CM 

C/3 

H 

CJ 

Percentaj 

Defectivi 

Total 

o 

CD 

r— 

a 

a 

a 

Q 

S 

C/3 

-  ® 

"o' 

r— 

fa 

< 

u 

HH 

A 

Tota 

Defecti\ 

o 

fa 

> 

^fa 

CO 

- 

as 

(fa 

a 

o 

Total 

CO 

H 

O 

G 

o 

C/3 

C  ..  * 

a 

a 

a 

Q 

►s. 

cS 

G 

fa 

< 

H 

£ 

fa 

° 

Is 

c 

U 

o 

.2? 

a  rtx 

c  l> 

o 

r* 

O 

fa 

J 

< 

h 

H 

o 

0 

u 

f 

E  - 

o 

O 

a 

Deaf  (c) 
F. 

Accordin 

H 

►fa 

o 

AND 

Deaf  (c 
F. 

O 

aj„ 

u° 

C/3 

L-I 

>* 

fa 

fa 

S 

00 

CO 

§ 

< 

o 

< 

1 

U 

o 

H 

o 

m 

t* 

fa 

CO 

as 

fa 

ive  ( 

r 

Q 

0 

►fa 

fa 

fa 

15  « 
y  .£  p 
W  * 

o 

•w 

O 

03 

fa  L3 

CD 

D  fa< 

Q 

m 

fa 

PQ 

0)  . 
Q  fa 

r^. 

_  Age  P 

^  £ 

HH 

s’ 

o 

rt 

< 

fa 

o 

35 

>> 

.c  • 

03 

H 

o 

0 

o 

—  43 

05  >  r  • 

-  ‘2  fa 

o 

as 

u 

a;  S 

a 

s 

Jh 

r— 

co 

1 

W 

o 

> 

•  *“* 

-*-/ 

V 

0)  . 

<u  Lfa 

PJ 

fa 

m 

< 

fa 

H 

CO 

Y— 

—j 

>, 

05 

S  fa 

LO 

15 

c 

u 

0 

£ 

43  • 

s 

OO 

O 


o 


o 


o 


o 


o 


o 


o 


o 


O' 


oq 


o: 


G 


AT  SCHOOL 


59 


VENEREAL  DISEASE, 

This  work  is  undertaken  at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital 
under  an  agreement  with  the  Town  Council,  Dr,  A.  M.  Stuart 
being  the  Medical  Officer  of  this  Department. 

Evening  Clinics  for  Males  are  held  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays  and  an  Afternoon  Clinic  for  Females  on  Thursdays 
weekly.  Provision  is  made  for  cases  to  remain  in  the  Hospital 
over-night,  if  necessary,  after  injections 

A  Special  Clinic  on  Wednesday  afternoon  is  reserved 
for  cases  requiring  injection. 

Facilities  are  afforded  for  irrigation  of  cases  of 
Gonorrhoea  daily.  A  male  and  female  nurse  are  engaged 
for  this  purpose. 

Examinations  of  specimens  are  undertaken  for  Gon¬ 
ococci  by  Dr.  Stuart,  for  other  kinds,  at  the  Birmingham 
University. 

Arrangements  are  in  force  whereby  women  and  girls 
suffering  from  venereal  diseases  in  the  Borough  can  be 
received  into  the  Cleveland  House,  Wolverhampton,  for 
treatment. 

These  cases  arise  generally  in  connection  with  rescue 
work,  cases  at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  requiring  a 
lengthy  in-patient  stay  may  also  be  transferred  to  Cleveland 
House. 

The  arrangement  provides  the  requisite  treatment  and 
nursing,  and  it  includes  expectant  mothers  and  lying-in  cases 

Summary  of  the  work  from  statistics  furnished  by  Dr 
Stuart : — 

The  number  of  persons  receiving  treatment  for  the 
first  time  in  1926  may  be  classified  : — 


60 

M 

F 

Total 

Syphilis  only 

44 

46 

90 

Gonorrhoea  only 

54 

11 

65 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

Conditions  other  than 

Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Venereal  Disease 

-  M  F  Total 

Totals  98  57  155  54  25  79 


There  were  already  receiving  treatment  on  January  1st, 
1926;  for  Syphilis,  58  males,  43  females;  Gonorrhoea,  37  males, 
11  females;  other  than  Venereal  Disease,  none,  total  149. 

Total  number  of  persons  who  received  treatment  was 
307,  and  the  attendances  at  out-patient  Clinic,  5,192  of  which 
3,290  were  males  and  1,902  females. 

The  aggregate  number  of  “  in-patient  ”  days  82  of 
which  29  were  males  and  53  females. 

The  results  may  be  analysed  as  follows : — 

Syphilis  Soft  Chancre  Gonorrhoea 
M  F  M  F  M  F 

Ceased  to  attend  without  completing 

treatment  ...  ...  ...  24  32  —  —  21  8 

,,  ,,  ,,  after  completing 

treatment  but  before  final  tests 


as  to  cure  of 

.  . . 

...  13 

—  —  — 

12  — 

Discharged  from 

out-patient 

after 

completing  treatment... 

•  •  •  - 

-  -  - 

4  2 

Residential  areas 

of  patients 

were : — 

Walsall 

Staffordshire 

Worcestershire 

Blackpool 

Syphilis... 

72 

18 

— 

— 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhaea 

51 

12 

1 

1 

Condition  of  other 
than  Venereal 

56 

23 

— 

— 

Total 

179 

53 

1 

1 

For  Spirochettes  — ,  Gonococci  241,  other  organisms — , 
specimens  were  examined  by  Dr.  Stuart. 
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For  Wasserman  re-action  304  specimens,  and  for  Gon¬ 
ococci  4  specimens  were  submitted  to  Birmingham  University. 

No.  of  Walsall  persons  treated  at  Wolverhampton  Centre 

Syphilis  ...  4 

Gonorrhoea  ...  6 

Conditions  other 
than  Venereal  ...  2 

Total  12 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis^  Regulations,  1925. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 

Section  62. 

Notifications  (Tables  l  and  2). 

There  has  to  be  recorded  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
primary  notifications  of  both  the  Respiratory  form  of  the  disease, 
and  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  164  fresh  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  having  been  notified  during 
the  year,  as  against  204  cases  in  1925,  and  169  in  1924,  and  60 
cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  as  against  85  cases  in  1925 
and  68  in  1924. 

Notification  however  cannot  be  regarded  as  being  a  certain 
index  of  the  number  of  fresh  cases  occurring  in  a  community  in 
any  one  year,  as  we  still  find  deaths  of  patients  occurring  only 
a  short  time  after  Notification.  This  is  particularly  the  case 
with  types  of  Tuberculosis  other  than  Respiratory  where  the 
diagnosis  sometimes  presents  difficulties. 

The  type  of  case  which  we  were  admitting  to  the  Sanat¬ 
orium  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  was  of  a  more  advanced  and 
a  more  acute  type  than  we  have  been  accustomed  to  of  late 


No  action  has  been 
-  taken  during  the  year 
under  either  of  these 
two  Sections. 
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years.  This  may  in  part  have  been  due  to  privations  consequent 
upon  the  long  drawn  out  industrial  dispute  of  1926.  On  the 
other  hand  there  is  some  evidence  that  the  early  signs  and 
symptoms  of  this  disease  are  not  always  taken  so  seriously  as 
they  should  be  by  the  practitioner.  Particularly  is  this  the 
case  where  Pleurisy  has  been  the  first  obvious  sign.  Patients 
have  been  allowed  to  return  to  work  very  soon  after  an  attack 
of  Pleurisy,  they  have  not  been  kept  under  efficient  supervision, 
but  six  months  later  they  have  been  sent  to  the  Dispensary 
with  well  marked  lung  lesions  and  positive  sputum. 


Details  of  primary  notifications  are  given  in  the  following 

tables. 


TABLE  I. 

Summary  of  primary  notifications  received  dnring  1926. 


0-1 

1-5 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

Ab. 

Total 

Age  groups 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

65 

Respiratory — Males 

— 

2 

9 

8 

10 

9 

15 

18 

7 

1 

— 

79 

Respiratory — Females 

— 

3 

13 

14 

6 

10 

13 

18 

7 

1 

— 

85 

Non-respiratorv — Males 

1 

9 

7 

3 

4 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

30 

Non-respiratory — Females 

1 

9 

2 

5 

4 

1 

2 

4 

 — 

1 

29 

TABLE  II. 


New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1926,  otherwise  than  by 
notification  on  Form  A  or  Form  B. 


Age  Period 

0-1 

1-5 

5- 

10 

10- 

15 

15- 

20 

20- 

25 

25- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

55 

55- 

65 

Ab. 

65 

Tota 

Pulmonary — Males 

1 

i  i 

j 

Pulmonary — Females 

1 

1 

Non-pulmonary — Males 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Non-pulmonarv — Females 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

63 


These  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  wards  of 
the  town  as  follows;  the  deaths  occurring  in  each  ward  also 
being  included. 


TABLE  III, 


Cases  notified 

Respiratory 
Other  forms  ... 

Bloxwich 

0) 

lH 

c 

S 

a 

<D 

►J 

Birchills 

Hatherton 

Paddock 

: 

Bridge 

Pleck 

1 

u 

0 

S 

5 

«s 

o 

Walsall 

Workhouse 

Walsall 

General 

Hospital 

Total 

14 

6 

17 

11 

24 

8 

16 

4 

19 

4 

16 

5 

26 

8 

32 

13 

_ 

_ 

164 

59 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

6 

7 

13 

5 

9 

11 

17 

18 

— 

— — 

86 

Other  forms 

4 

3 

5 

2 

2 

3 

5 

7 

— 

— 

31 

Mortality. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  mortality  from  the 
disease  during  the  year,  that  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
being  well  marked,  86  deaths  being  recorded  from  this 
cause  as  against  102  in  1925.  On  the  other  hand  33  deaths 
were  recorded  from  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  as  against 
22  in  the  previous  years. 

The  Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  has 
accordingly  fallen  from  1‘21  in  1925  to  1T4  in  1926,  and  for 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  alone  from  0  99  in  1925  to  0'84  in 
1926. 


TABLE  IV, 

Age  and  Sex  distribution  of  all  persons  dying  from  Tuberculosis. 


Age  Groups 

0-5 

5-1010-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

Ab. 

65 

Total 

m  f 

m  f 

m  f 

m-f 

m-f 

m  f 

m  f 

m  f 

m  f 

m  f 

m 

f 

Respiratory 

-  - 

-  - 

2  1 

2  4 

4  6 

10  13 

13  10 

15  5 

3  1 

—  — 

49 

37 

Non  Respiratory 

7  2 

2  2 

1  2 

2  1 

1  1 

2  2 

-  3 

1  - 

—  — 

1  1 

17 

14 

64 


Of  the  total  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  16  were  either  not  noti¬ 
fied  at  all  or  were  notified  only  a  few  weeks  before  death 
whilst  of  deaths  from  other  forms  of  the  disease  6  were  not 
notified  at  all  and  13  only  a  few  weeks  before  death.  This  is 
an  improvement  on  previous  years,  as  some  of  the  unnotified 
cases  are  accounted  for  by  deaths  of  Walsall  residents  occuring 
in  other  districts. 


Respiratory 

I 

Tuberculosis. 


Total  Deaths  •••  •••  ...  86 

Cases  not  notified  ...  .  •••  2 

Notification  received  after  death  2 

Death  within  2  weeks  of  Notification  7 

,,  >,  ®  «>  ,,  5 


Other 

Forms. 

31 

6 

7 

4 

2 


The  ratio  of  the  unnotified  to  the  total  deaths  is  6*8%. 


TABLE  V, 


Occupation  of  all  persons  belonging  to  the  Borough  of  Walsall 
and  dying  from  Tuberculosis  during  1926. 


At  or  under  School  age 

...  17 

Warehouse  Hand 

2 

Leather  Workers 

6 

Saddler 

1 

Clerks  ...  ‘  ... 

4 

Seamen 

.  »  . 

1 

Housewives 

...  29 

Telephone  Operator 

2 

Domestic  Servants 

4 

Butcher 

1 

Miners 

2 

Slater 

2 

Tailors  and  Tailoresses 

2 

Engine  Driver 

... 

1 

Iron  &  Steel  workers 

7 

Carpenter 

1 

Filers  and  Polishers 

2 

Linotype  Operator  ... 

1 

Casters 

7 

Bus  Conductor 

1 

Press  Workers 

2 

Labourer 

7 

Engineers 

2 

Cycle  Dealer 

... 

1 

Toolmakers 

2 

Wireless  Operator  ... 

1 

Carter 

I 

Currier 

•  •  • 

1 

Firemen 

2 

Bricklayer  ... 

1 

Porter 

1 

Nil 

3 

65 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY. 

The  following  table  as  furnished  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
sets  out  the  work  done  at  or  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary 
in  a  somewhat  different  manner  from  previous  years. 

From  this  and  other  tables,  it  will  be  seen  that  199  males, 
182  females,  and  279  children  under  the  age  of  15,  a  total  of 
660  were  examined  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  as  against 
479  in  1925.  Of  that  number  25  males,  53  females  and  102 
children,  total  180  were  examined  as  being  contacts  of  known 
cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

Of  the  total  79  males,  85  females  and  152  children  were 
considered  to  be  non-tuberculous.  This  diagnosis  is  only 
arrived  at  after  repeated  examination  and  in  some  cases  pro¬ 
longed  observation. 

4,031  attendances  were  made  by  patients  at  the  Dispen¬ 
sary  during  the  year,  an  average  weekly  attendance  of  777. 

TABLE  VI. 


Showing  the  work  of  the  Dispensary  during  during  the  year  1926. 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

1 

Total 

Diagnosis 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

i 

Children 

M. 

A 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

A—  New  Cases  examined  during 
the  year  (excluding  contacts): 
(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

100 

67 

19 

36 

6 

6 

19 

11 

106 

73 

38 

47 

(6)  Doubtfully  tuberculous 

11 

11 

7 

11 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

— 

— 

56 

45 

35 

39 

B — Contacts  examined  during 
the  year  : — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

13 

20 

13 

16 

1 

9 

2 

13 

21 

22 

18 

( b )  Doubtfully  tuberculous 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

3 

2 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

" 

— 

— 

8 

29 

26 

31 

C — Cases  written  off  the  Dis¬ 
pensary  Register  as  : 

( a )  Cured 

1 

1 

( b )  Diagnosis  not  confirmed 
or  non-tuberculous  (includ¬ 
ing  cancellation  of  cases 
notified  in  error) 

76 

86 

70 

81 

D-Numbek  of  Persons  on 
Dispensaiy  Register  on 
December  31st : 

(a)  Diagnosis  completed  ... 

171 

143 

47 

91 

12 

5 

45 

37 

183 

148 

92 

128 

(6)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

' 

— — 

-  1 

— 

J 

" 

1 

4 

4 

3 

3 

66 


TABLE  VI. — cotitinued. 


1. 

Number  of  persons  on  Dispensary 
Register  on  January  1st 

332 

2. 

Number  of  patients  transferred 
from  other  areas  and  cases  lost 
sight  of,  returned 

23 

3. 

Number  of  patients  transferred  to 
other  areas  and  cases  “lost 
sight  of’’  ... 

66 

4. 

Died  during  the  year  ... 

69 

5. 

Number  of  observation  cases 
under  A  (a)  and  B  (b )  above  in 
which  period  of  observation 
exceeded  2  months  ... 

34 

6. 

Number  of  attandances  at  the 
Dispensary(including  Contacts'* 

4032 

7. 

Number  of  attendances  of  non- 
pulmonary  cases  at  Ofthopoedic 
Out-stations  for  treatment  or 
supervision 

— 

8. 

Number  of  attendances, at  General 
Hospital  or  other  Institutions 
approved  for  the  purpose  of 
patients  for 

(a)  “Light”  treatment 

(b)  Other  special  forms  of  treat¬ 

ment  ... 

— 

9 

Number  of  patients  to  whom 
Dental  Treatment  was  given, at 
or  in  connection  with  the 
Dispensary 

— 

10. 

Number  of  consultations  witn 
medical  practitioners;  — 

(a)  At  Homes  of  Applicants 

12 

(b)  Otherwise 

45C 

11. 

Number  of  other  visits  by  Tuber- 

culosis  Officers  to  Homes 

3S 

12 

Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or 
Health  Visitors  to  Homes  for 

Dispensary  purposes 

467^ 

13. 

Number  of 

(a)  Specimens  of  scutum,  &c., 

examined  ... 

(b)  X-rav  examinations  made  in 

34' 

connection  with  the  Dispensary 

14. 

Number  of  insured  persons  on 
Dispensary  Register  on  31st 

21 

December 

15. 

Number  of  Insured  Persons 
under  Domiciliary  Treatment 

I4u- 

on  the  81st  December 

16 

Number  of  reports  received 
during  the  year  in  respect  of 
Insured  Persons  ; — 

(a)  Form  G. P.17 

2; 

(b)  Form  G.P.  36 

48: 

ALIVE. 
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TABLE  VII.- (a)  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Annual  Return  showing  in  summary  form  the  condition  of 
all  Patients  whose  case  records  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Dis¬ 
pensary  at  the  end  of  1926,  arranged  according  to  the  years  in 
which  the  patients  first  came  under  Public  Medical  Treatment 
for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  their  classification  as  shown  on 
Form  A. 


Condition  at  the  time  of 
the  last  record  made 
during  the  year  to  which 
the  Return  relates. 


Previous  to  1926. 


c 

a 

PC 

H 

If) 

in 

JS 

u 


Class  T.B.  plus. 


a 

p 

o 

u 

O 


CN 

a 

p 

o 

u 

0 


CO 

a 

3 

o 

u 

0 


in 

x.  ^ 
rf  if) 

a 

5  pq 

HH 


p 

3 


PC 

H 

in 

X 

rt 

O 


1926. 


Class  T.B.  plus. 


a 

3 

O 

V- 

o 


CN 

a 

3 

O 

>-« 

0 


CO 

a 

3 

o 

>-> 

O 


M 

X 

o 


«5 

o 

r 

r* 


T.B.  plus. 
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TABLE  VII. — contiuued. 


(b)  NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Annual  Return  showing  in  summary  form  the  condition  of  all 
Patients  whose  case  records  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Dispensary 
at  the  end  of  1926.  arranged  according  to  the  years  in  which  the 
Patients  first  cauie  under  Public  Medical  Treatment,  and  their 
classification  as  shown  on  Form  A. 


Previous  to  1926. 


1926. 


Condition  at  the  time  of 
the  last  record  made 
during  the  year  to  which 
the  Return  relates. 

Bones  &  Joints. 

Abdominal. 

Other  Organs. 

Peripheral  Glands. 

cS 

-w 

0 

H 

Bones  &  Joints. 

Abdominal. 

Other  Organs. 

Peripheral  Glands 

Total. 

Discharged 
as  cured. 

Child-  .  ,  .  i 
Adnltsi 

ren. 

M 

F 

M 

— 

— 

1 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

— 

ALIVE 

Disease  arrested. 

Chlld  Adults 

ren . 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

F 

— 

M 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— ■ 

1 

2 

F 

4 

3 

1 

6 

14 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Disease  not 
arrested 

cn 

*3 

< 

1 

T3  • 

~  C 

a  2 
u 

M 

3 

— 

— 

3 

6 

2 

1 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

M 

11 

3 

4 

18 

5 

9 

1 

7 

22 

F 

3 

2 

3 

5 

13 

1 

— 

— 

9 

10 

Transferred  to  Pulmonary 

— 

Condition  not  ascertained  during 
the  year. 

— 

Lost  sight  of  or  otherwise  removed 
from  Dispensary  Register. 

4 

2 

1 

1 

8 

3 

1 

3 

4 

11 

DEAD. 

Child-  .  ,  . 

Adults 

ren. 

M 

( 

1 

1 

F 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

M 

— 

1 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  •«.  ...  ... 

29 

14 

6 

22 

71 

13 

11 

4 

26 

64 

Totals 
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The  Dispensary  has  been  open  as  formerly  on  each  day 
of  the  week,  an  evening  session  being  held  on  the  first  and  third 
Thursdays  of  the  month.  During  the  year,  509  surgical  dress¬ 
ings  were  done  by  the  nurses.  Of  the  660  persons  examined 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  217  were  insured  persons,  89 
of  these  being  considered  to  be  not  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

No  less  than  138  examinations  or  re-examinations  were 
made  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions. 


EXTENT  of  TUBERCULOSIS  in  WALSALL. 

During  the  year,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Tuberculosis  Register  has  been 
carefully  revised  and  the  names  of  all  patients  who  have  given 
satisfactory  evidence  of  complete  recovery  from  the  disease, 
have  been  removed.  In  the  following  table  details  are  given 
of  the  distribution  of  the  disease  throughout  the  various  wards. 
From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  1,163  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  333  cases  of  other  forms  of  the 
disease  in  the  Borough. 

TABLE  VIII. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary. 

Grand 

Total. 

Males 

Females 

Total. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Bloxwich  ... 

56 

45 

101 

24 

8 

32 

133 

Leamore 

70 

83 

153 

28 

22 

50 

203 

Birchills 

102 

122 

224 

25 

43 

68 

292 

Hatherton  .. 

55 

47 

102 

14 

11 

25 

127 

Paddock 

56 

60 

116 

20 

12 

32 

148 

Bridge 

52 

30 

82 

14 

1 1 

25 

107 

Pleck 

100 

102 

202 

22 

17 

39 

241 

Caldmore  ... 

98 

85 

183 

35 

27 

62 

245 

1163 

333 

1496 

TO 


DOMICILIARY  TREATMENT. 

During  the  year  244  patients  received  this  form  of  treat¬ 
ment  from  their  own  Medical  Attendants,  and  488  quarterly 
reports  were  received  from  them  as  to  the  physical  condition 
and  progress  of  the  patients  under  their  care. 


EXTRA  NOURISHMENT. 

20  patients  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  were  supplied  with  extra  nourishment,  chiefly  in  the 
form  of  milk,  at  a  total  cost  of  approximately  £100.  The  Civic 
Guild  of  Help  have  again  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the 
Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  in  carrying  out  any  necess¬ 
ary  investigations  as  to  the  financial  circumstances  of  patients. 

SURGICAL  TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  the  Health  Committee 
have  had  the  use  of  7  beds  for  the  treatment  of  patients  suffer¬ 
ing  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  bones  and  joints  Two  children 
suffering  from  Hip  Joint  Disease  and  one  child  suffering  from 
Spinal  Disease,  have  received  treatment  at  the  Shropshire 
Orthopaedic  Hospital.  One  adult  suffering  from  Hip  Disease 
has  received  treatment  at  the  Birmingham  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
3  children  with  Hip  Joint  Disease  at  the  Woodlands,  1  at  the 
Auxilliary  Hospital  Edgbaston,  and  2  at  St.  Gerard’s  Hospital, 
Coleshill. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  7  children  remained  under  treat¬ 
ment,  2  at  the  Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  2  each  at  the 
Woodlands  and  St.  Gerard’s,  and  one  at  the  Auxilliary  Hospital 
Edgbaston. 
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TABLE  IX. 

Sex  and  age  constitution  of  all  persons  applying  for 


advice  or  treatment,  with  results  of  examinations. 


Age  Groups 

0  5 

cn 

1 

O 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

Ab. 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

55 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

M 

2 

17 

13 

11 

10 

36 

30 

1 

17 

6 

142 

(Definite) 

F 

1 

28 

23 

13 

17 

23 

25 

7 

4 

141 

Pulmonary 

M 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

-  - 

3 

(Suspected) 

F 

— 

— 

1 

■ - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Other  forms 

M 

F 

11 

5 

6 

2 

11 

6 

5 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

36 

20 

Non-Tuberculous 

M 

F 

11 

12 

35 

40 

25 

29 

10 

17 

16 

15 

27 

28 

16 

13 

9 

11 

1 

1 

150 

166 

TABLE  X. 

In  the  following  Table  an  analysis  of  the  occupation  of 
the  344  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  is  given. 


At  or  under  School  Age 

...  127 

Japanners 

2 

House  Wives 

42 

Patternmakers 

.  .  » 

3 

Domestics 

6 

Shop  Assistants 

.  .  . 

7 

Labourers 

12 

Tailoresses 

3 

Leather  Workers 

23 

Printers 

•  •  • 

2 

Miners 

15 

Railway  Workers 

... 

3 

Casters 

8 

Wai  ehousehands 

2 

Electrical  Workers 

6 

Buckle  Workers 

•  •  . 

5 

Carters 

3 

Gardeners 

... 

2 

Filers  and  Drillers 

2 

Tool  Makers  &  Setters 

6 

Fitters 

2 

Cycle  Makers 

... 

8 

Bobbers 

3 

Errand  Boys 

... 

4 

Moulders 

3 

Bus  Conductors 

... 

2 

Carpenters 

4 

Brick  workers 

3 

'  Press  Workers 

3 

Spelter  Workers 

... 

2 

Chain  Makers 

2 

Paviors 

.  •  « 

2 

Clerks 

3 

Plumbers 

... 

1 

Furnacemen  ... 

3 

Various 

12 

i  Motor  Drivers 

4 

Nil. 

... 

9 
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HOME  VISITS. 

During  the  year,  the  Nurses  paid  340  first  visits  and  4.334 
re-visits  to  the  houses  of  patients.  As  in  former  years,  many 
bad  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  met  with.  When  more 
adequate  housing  accommodation  is  extremely  difficult  to  find  for 
the  majority  of  our  patients,  it  requires  a  good  deal  of  ingenuity 
to  devise  ways  and  means  whereby  the  patient,  at  least,  may 
have  more  suitable  sleeping  accommodation. 

In  only  46  cases  were  patients,  when  first  visited,  found  to 
have  a  separate  bedroom,  in  52  others  a  separate  bed  was 
provided,  the  room  being  shared  by  others  in  294  cases.  In  one 
case  as  many  as  four  persons  occupied  the  same  bedroom  as 
the  patient 

In  33  of  the  houses  visited  there  was  no  through  ventila¬ 
tion,  in  24  houses  the  lighting  was  described  as  being  unsatis¬ 
factory.  In  5  cases,  the  homes  were  described  as  being  very 
dirty,  and  a  report  was  accordingly  made  to  the  Sanitary 
Authorities. 


LABORATORY  EXAMINATIONS. 

During  the  year  the  following  examinations  for  the 
presence  or  absence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  made  at  the 
Dispensary 

Positive.  Negative. 

Sputum  •••  ...  71  264 

Pus  etc.  ...  ...  3  9 

INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT. 

In  the  following  tables,  as  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  are  given  details  of  all  patients  belonging  to  Walsall 
who  have  received  Institutional  Treatment  under  the  local 
Tuberculosis  Scheme,  whether  at  Pelsall  Sanatorium  or  at  any 
other  Institution  to  which  they  have  been  sent  by  the  Local 
Authority. 
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From  Table  XI.,  it  will  be  seen  that  an  average  number 
of  46  beds  have  been  available  for  Walsall  patients  and  that 
122  patients  were  admitted  to  these  beds  during  the  year,  112 
being  discharged  and  7  having  a  fatal  termination. 

TABLE  XI 

RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS 

(A)  Average  Number  of  Beds  Available  for  Patients  during  the 

Year  1926, 


Observa¬ 

tion. 

Fulr 

Tuber 

nonary 

culosis. 

Non-Pul 

Tuberc 

monary 

ulosis. 

Total. 

“Sana¬ 

torium” 

Beds. 

“Hospital” 

Beds. 

Disease  of 
Bones  and 
Joints. 

Other 

Conditions 

Adult  Males 

1 

13 

4 

1 

- — 

19 

Adult  Females 

1 

10 

2 

— 

1 

14 

Children  under  15 

— 

6 

— 

7 

— . 

13 

Total 

2 

29 

6 

8 

1 

46 

n 


TABLE  XL — continued. 

RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS. 

(B)  Return  showing  the  Extent  of  Residential  Treatment  during  the 

Year  1926. 


In 

Institutions 
on  Jan.  1. 

Admitted 
during  the 
year. 

Dis¬ 
charged 
during  the 
year. 

Died 
in  the 
Institut¬ 
ions. 

In  Institu 
ions 

on  Dec.  3 

Number  of  Patients ^ 

r 

Adults. 

I 

M. 

11 

51 

39 

6 

18 

F. 

10 

38 

42 

1 

6 

Children 

M. 

4 

6 

4 

— 

6 

F. 

6 

17 

20 

— 

5 

Number  of  Observa-  . 
tion  Cases 

-  .  i 

r 

c n 

-*— < 

HD 

< 

» 

M. 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Children. 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

6 

6 

— 

■  % 

Total 

32 

122 

116 

7 

35 

75 
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Nursing  of  Acute  or  Bedridden  Patients. 

During  the  year  the  District  Nurses  from  the  Victoria  Nursing 
Institution  have  continued  to  give  the  necessary  attention  to  all  the 
Tuberculous  cases  referred  to  them  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 
The  arrangement  which  came  into  operation  in  1925,  has  been  found 
in  practice  to  be  a  most  excellent  one,  the  visits  of  skilled  nurses 
to  the  homes  of  the  patients  have  been  much  appreciated,  having 
added  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  bedridden  patients  during  an  acute 
stage  of  their  illness  or  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  life. 

During  the  year  53  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  dealt  with.  Of 
these  5  recovered,  the  visits  of  10  others  were  discontinued,  24  have 
died,  6  have  been  admitted  to  Hospital  or  Sanatoria,  and  there  are 
8  remaining  on  the  books.  There  have  been  many  repeat  cases. 
A  total  number  of  4,093  visits  have  been  paid  to  these  cases  during 
the  year. 

Appliances  have  been  loaned  out  as  follows : — 

Large  Water  Beds  or  Pillows,  3;  Air  Rings,  44;  Back  Rests,  15; 
Mackintosh  Sheets,  24;  Nursing  Utensils,  44;  Spinal  Carriages, 
11  ;  Bath  Chairs  7. 

Surgical  Dressings  have  been  done  in  35  cases. 

Nourishment  from  the  Sick  Relief  Fund  has  been  given  in  22 
cases,  and  bed  and  personal  clothing  to  a  great  number. 

All  patients  who  are  unable  to  do  so  for  themselves  are  blanket- 
bathed  once  weekly,  and  in  addition  are  washed  daily,  the  head, 
back  and  heels,  and  all  dependent  parts  attended  to,  and  the  mouth 
also  cleansed  daily.  One  patient  has  been  visited  twice  daily  for 
some  time,  each  visit  taking  an  hour. 


Temperature  Charts  are  kept  whenever  necessary. 
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PELSALL  HALL  SANATORIUM. 

On  January  1st.  1926  there  were  12  males,  10  females  and 
and  6  children  under  the  age  of  15  under  treatment. 

During  the  year  52  males,  40  females  and  22  children 
were  admitted,  and  40  males,  43  females  and  4  children  dis¬ 
charged. 

There  were  7  deaths,  6  males  and  one  female.  In  24  of 
the  male  and  10  of  the  female  patients,  Tubercle  Bacilli  were 
found  in  the  sputum. 

6  Ex-servicemen,  chargeable  to  the  Ministry  of  Pensions 
received  treatment  at  the  Sanatorium  during  the  year. 

Of  the  total  admissions  22  had  previously  had  a  course 
of  Sanatorium  treatment,  16  were  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the 
disease,  59  were  early  cases,  and  9  were  admitted  for  purposes 
of  observation. 

Excluding  children  under  the  age  of  16,  24  patients  (3 
males  and  21  females)  did  not  come  under  the  provisions  of  the 
National  Insurance  Act. 


TABLE  XIII, 


In  Residence 
J&n  nary  1  st, 

1926. 

Admitted 

during 

Year. 

Discharged 

during 

Year. 

Died. 

Remaining 
Dec.  31st. 
1926. 

Sputum 

M 

7 

24 

15 

6 

10 

Positive 

F 

5 

10 

10 

1 

4 

Sputum 

M 

5 

28 

.  25 

8 

Negative 

F 

11 

52 

57 

' 

6 

After  observation,  2  males  and  4  females  were  considered 
not  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

After  a  short  period  of  observation  1  female  was  con¬ 
sidered  doubtful. 
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TABLE  XIV. 

Immediate  Results  on  Discharge. 


Disease 

Quiescent. 

Very  much 
improved. 

Improved 

No  Improvement. 

Sputum  Positive 

Sputum  Negative 

M 

F 

— „ 

3 

2 

1 

16 

10 

M 

F 

3 

4 

14 

36 

6 

10 

2 

7 

TUBERCULOSIS  AFTER  CARE  COMMITTEE. 


During  the  year  the  work  of  this  Committee  has  gone  on 
as  formerly,  well  attended  meetings  being  held  monthly,  the 
members  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the  work,  keeping  the  old 
patients  under  observation  by  paying  friendly  visits  to  their 
homes  and  reporting  the  results  of  their  visits  at  the  monthly 
meetings. 

The  income  has  been  approximately  £8,  and  the  expen¬ 
diture  £17,  leaving  a  balance  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year 
of  £52. 

40  cases  have  received  help  during  the  year,  either  in  the 
form  of  money  grants  or  by  the  provision  of  clothing  or  extra 
nourishment.  In  addition  54  cases  have  been  considered  by 
the  Committee,  and  help  has  been  obtained  from  other  sources. 

Christmas  Parcels  were  sent  by  the  Committee  to  17 
deserving  cases  and  gifts  of  clothing  were  made  to  13  other 
cases. 

Grants  of  money  were  made  from  the  funds  in  3  other 
cases  at  a  cost  of  £11,  boots  were  provided  for  6  children,  and 
one  child  was  sent  to  a  Convalescent  Home  at  Rhyl  for  a 
prolonged  stay. 


80 


The  Guild  of  Help  continues,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  to  carry  out  the  work  of  investigation  on 
on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  and  to  report  to  the  Committee  at 
their  monthly  meetings.  We  are  indebted  to  the  Honorary 
Registrar  (Miss  Elliot)  and  to  the  Secretary  (Miss  Preston)  for 
the  valuable  assistance  they  have  given  to  the  Committee.  353 
reports  have  been  submitted  by  the  Guild  during  the  year,  and 
370  visits  have  been  paid  by  them  to  the  homes  of  the  patients. 

The  After-Care  Committee  continue  to  subscribe  a  sum 
of  £2  2s.,  annually  to  the  Royal  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 

Birmingham. 
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WALSALL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE, 


REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  3 1ST  DECEMBER,  1926. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Report  of  the  work  of  the 
School  Medical  Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1926. 

1.  STAFF. 

There  have  been  several  changes  in  the  Staff  during  the 
year,  Dr.  Norman  who  had  acted  as  School  Medical  Inspector 
since  February,  1922,  resigned  on  June  30th,  on  the  occasion  of 
her  marriage.  Her  place  was  taken  by  Dr.  Adam.  Two  of  the 
Nursing  Staff  have  also  resigned,  Nurse  Jones  on  obtaining  a 
more  remunerative  appointment,  and  Nurse  Mcllwaine  who 
had  acted  as  Nurse  in  charge  of  the  School  Clinic  for  over  two 
years,  on  the  occasion  of  her  marriage.  Mr  Griffiths,  L.  D.  S., 
School  Dental  Surgeon  resigned  in  November,  his  place  being 
taken  by  Mr,  Commander,  L.  D.  S. 

2.  SCHOOL  HYGIENE 

Attention  has  been  called  in  previous  reports  to  the  very 
unsatisfactory  hygienic  conditions  in  some  of  the  older  schools. 
The  lighting  is  poor,  the  ventilation  is  inadequate,  and  the 
school  furniture  is  old  fashioned.  Further,  the  opportunity  for 
teaching  cleanliness  is  lost  in  some  of  the  schools  owing  to  the 
wholly  inadequate  supply  of  towels  and  soap,  in  some  cases 
only  one  towel  is  provided  for  as  many  as  forty  children. 


82 


During  the  year,  at  various  schools  ashpits  have  been  de¬ 
molished  and  ashbins  provided.  At  others  the  drainage  systems 
and  water  closets  have  been  completely  overhauled  and  made 
into  a  satisfactory  sanitary  condition,  every  effort  being  made 
to  maintain  all  sanitary  fittings  in  good  order. 

3.  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year,  5148  children  were  examined  as  routine 
inspections,  and  1,100  children  have  been  re-inspected,  These 
figures  show  a  slight  decrease  over  the  corresponding  figures 
for  1925,  on  the  other  hand  3,429  Special  Inspections  have  been 
made  as  compared  with  1,895  in  the  previous  year.  All  the 
children  comprising  the  three  code  groups  have  been  inspected 
during  the  year.  The  average  number  of  children  on  the  rolls 
was  17,108. 

4.  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS  AND  TEACHERS. 

Parents  are  invited  to  attend  at  the  routine  Medical  Inspec¬ 
tions,  and  their  presence  is  welcomed,  as  it  gives  the  Medical 
Officer  the  opportunity  of  giving  personal  help  and  advice. 
Suggestions  can  also  be  made  both  for  the  remedy  of  existing 
defects  in  the  child  and  also  for  the  prevention  of  future  ill 
health.  In  this  way  we  are  carrying  on  continuous  propaganda 
work,  and  that  there  are  some  signs  of  the  awakening  of  a  hygie¬ 
nic  conscience,  is  made  obvious  by  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the 
parents  of  even  the  dirtiest  and  most  neglected  children,  make 
an  effort  to  send  their  children  clean  to  the  Medical  Inspection. 

We  have  again  to  record  our  appreciation  of  the  close  and 
cordial  co-operation  which  exists  between  Teachers,  School 
Attendance  Officers  and  the  Public  Health  Department,  and 
which  makes  school  medical  work  effective. 

5.  CO-ORDINATION  WITH  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS. 

With  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Adam  to  take  part  in  the 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work  in  the  Borough,  the  co¬ 
ordination  of  Health  Services  has  been  made  more  complete. 
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6.  FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

As  a  result  of  the  routine  inspections,  it  was  found  that 
1,528  children  out  of  a  total  of  5,148  or  29'6%  required  treatment 
for  one  or  more  defects.  This  figure  shows  a  considerable 
increase  over  1925,  when  19*1%  of  the  children  inspected  were 
found  to  have  defects  requiring  treatment.  The  greatest  increase 
has  taken  place  amongst  the  ‘‘Intermediates,”  the  percentage 
of  defects  rising  from  17  5  to  34*8,  and  amongst  the  “  Leavers” 
where  the  percentage  has  risen  from  16'9  to  31  8. 

Amongst  the  more  serious  defects  found  were  Defective 
Vision  for  which  435  children  were  found  to  require  treatment 
for  enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  98,  for  enlarged  Tonsils  or 
Adenoids  90.  170  cases  of  Bronchitis  requiring  treatment  were 

also  found  at  the  routine  inspections. 

As  many  of  the  cases  of  Defective  Vision,  and  other  defects 
are  found  amongst  children  who  hav.e  been  in  attendance  at 
school  for  some  years,  one  cannot  always  acquit  the  schools  of 
some  share  in  the  development  of  these  defects.  As  has  been 
pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  the  lighting  in  some  of  the 
schools  is  anything  but  satisfactory,  and  the  print  of  some  of 
the  text  books  is  too  small.  In  others  the  school  desks  which 
are  of  an  old  pattern  are  too  small  for  the  children  who  use 
them. 

Spinal  Curvature  and  “Round  Shoulders”  are  not  uncommon 
in  the  schools,  these  are  in  many  cases  postural  defects  and  any 
tendency  thereto  is  aggravated  by  unsuitable  school  desks. 

The  spread  of  the  latest  popular  dance  is  looked  upon  with 
some  misgiving.  Children  of  all  ages  seem  unable  to  keep 
their  feet  still,  whether  when  standing  in  the  Streets,  looking 
in  at  shop  windows  or  waiting  for  the  trams.  One  wonders 
whether  our  children  are  going  to  suffer  from  a  new  form  of 
“  St.  Vitus  Dance,”  the  “  Charleston  Chorea  ”. 


* 
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7.  THE  WORK  OF  FOLLOWING  UP. 

All  defects  found  at  the  routine  inspections  are  notified  to 
the  parents  in  writing,  they  are  then  at  liberty  to  obtain  the 
necessary  treatment  either  from  their  private  Doctor  or  from 

r 

the  Clinic.  This  note  is  followed  later  by  a  visit  from  the 
School  Nurse  to  the  homes  of  the  children  suffering  from  the 
defect  to  see  whether  the  necessary  treatment  has  been  obtained, 
if  not  they  are  able  to  explain  to  the  mothers  as  to  the  necessity 
of  treatment  being  obtained  and  as  to  how  to  obtain  that 
treatment. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  spent  257  half  days  at 
Medical  Inspections  in  the  Schools,  and  for  following  up 
purposes  paid  1,006  visits  to  children  in  their  own  homes 
afterwards. 

In  addition  505  half  days  were  spent  in  the  Schools  for 
cleanliness  survey  purposes,  48,932  children  being  examined  in 
the  schools.  3,865  notes  were  sent  to  parents  in  respect  of 
children  found  unclean,  These  figures  indicate  that  8%  of  the 
children  examined,  as  against  9%  in  the  previous  year,  were 
found  to  show  in  some  degree  verminous  conditions  of  the  head 
or  body. 

A 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year  in  connect¬ 
ion  with  such  cases,  either  under  the  Education  Act,  1921,  or 
under  the  School  Attendance  Bye-laws. 

8.  THE  SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

Minor  Ailments  constitute  by  far  the  greater  number  of 
cases  attending  the  School  Clinics  and  during  the  year  25.941 
attendances  were  made  at  Bradford  Street,  and  6,494  at  Field 
Road  Clinic  as  against  31,240  and  6,071  respectively  during  1925. 

There  has  again  been  much  overcrowding  at  the  School 
Clinics,  there  being  very  limited  waiting  room  accommodation 
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particularly  at  the  Bradford  Street  Clinic.  During  the  early 
part  of  the  year  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  cases  of 
Influenza  of  a  mild  type  and  the  overcrowding  which  prevails 
increases  the  danger  of  the  spread  of  infection. 

It  is  hoped,  however,  that  with  the  opening  of  the  additional 

Clinic  at  Littleton  Street,  our  difficulties  will  to  some  extent  at 

least  be  overcome. 

» 

In  addition  to  the  usual  run  of  minor  injuries,  digestive 
ailments,  and  Tonsillitis,  there  were  last  summer  a  number  of 
cases  of  Phlyctenular  Conjunctivitis  requiring  prolonged  treat¬ 
ment.  As  this  condition  is  partly  due  to  malnutrition,  it  may 
have  been  traceable  to  prolonged  unemployment  due  to  the 
coal  dispute  of  1926.  There  were  also  several  cases  of  dis¬ 
charging  ears,  apparently  acquired  at  the  swimming  baths, 
although  it  is  difficult  to  prove  any  direct  connection.  Later 
in  the  season  there  were  many  cases  of  bronchitis  which  tended 
to  become  chronic  where  the  children  were  poorly  clad. 

The  large  number  of  catarrhal  affections  of  the  nose  and 
throat  occurring  in  the  autumn  and  winter  months  would  be  less 
likely  to  become  chronic  if  handkerchief  drill  could  become  a 
regular  feature  of  the  school  routine. 

Of  the  other  commoner  ailments  which  we  are  called  upon 
to  treat  may  be  mentioned  Rheumatism,  many  cases  of  varying 
degrees  of  severity  being  met  with  at  the  Clinics  each  year. 
The  importance  of  rest  in  these  cases  is  always  pointed  out  to 
the  parents,  but  unfortunately  parents  do  not  yet  realise  the 
importance  of  keeping  children,  who  are  not  suffering  from  an 
acute  illness,  in  bed.  They  have  not  yet  grasped  the  important 
fact  that  early  treatment  and  efficient  treatment  is  preventive 
treatment,  and  so  many  of  the  commoner  maladies  instead  of 
clearing  up  as  they  should  do,  are  allowed  to  drift  on  until  they 
become  chronic. 
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We  find  the  same  thing  when  we  come  to  the  treatment  of 
eye  defects.  Unfortunately  a  number  of  children  have  already 
acquired  a  squint  by  the  time  they  have  attained  school  age. 
No  scheme  as  yet  exists  in  our  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Work  for  the  treatment  of  eye  defects.  Some  of  the  more 
careful  mothers  do  have  their  toddlers’  eyes  seen  to,  but  they 
are  in  the  minority  and  unfortunately  parents  cannot  always  be 
persuaded  to  realise  the  seriousness  of  a  squint,  and  the 
necessity  for  prolonged  treatment.  66  cases  of  squint  were  found 
during  the  routine  inspections  to  require  treatment,  and  27  at 
the  special  inspections,  435  other  cases  of  defective  vision  were 
found  at  routine  inspections  and  79  at  special  inspections  to 
require  treatment.  In  362  cases  spectacles  were  prescribed 
under  our  own  scheme,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  307 
children  had  received  spectacles  under  the  Authority's  scheme 
209  cases  of  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  were  dealt  with  at 
the  Walsall  General  Hospital  under  the  scheme  in  force. 

9.  TREATMENT  OF  RINGWORM. 

During  the  year  an  endeavour  was  made  to  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  the  Authorities  of  the  Walsall  General  Hospital 
for  the  X-Ray  treatment  of  cases  of  Ringworm,  but  unfortunately 
the  Executive  Committee  were  unable  to  undertake  this  work 
owing  to  the  difficulty  in  arranging  for  the  personal  supervision 
of  the  Honorary  Radiologist  in  all  cases. 

10.  CRIPPLED  CHILDREN. 

The  scheme  for  the  establishment  of  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic 
received  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Education  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
conversion  of  the  Old  Board  Room  at  Bradford  Street  School 
Clinic  into  an  Orthopaedic  Department. 

Mr.  G.  Percival  Mills  F.R.C  S.  Surgeon  at  the  Birmingham 
Orthopaedic  Hospital  has  been  appointed  Surgeon  in  charge. 
He  paid  his  first  visit  to  the  Clinic  in  January  1927, 
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During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  our  list  of  Crippled 
Children  was  carefully  revised  by  the  School  Nurses  and 
Doctors.  Our  list  which  we  believe  to  be  a  complete  one, 
contains  the  names  of  214  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and 
16  years  suffering  from  crippling  defects  (including  severe 
heart  disease).  This  is  a  figure  which,  with  the  provision  of 
early  and  complete  orthopaedic  treatment  should  be  greatly 
reduced  in  the  near  future.  To  attain  this  however,  the  active 
co-operation  of  the  parents  is  required,  for  it  may  be  that  the 
treatment  necessary  is  of  a  prolonged  and  irksome  character, 
particularly  irksome  to  an  already  busy  mother,  who  has  to  take 
her  child  week  after  week  to  the  Clinic  for  treatment. 

We  realise  the  difficulties  with  which  many  mothers  with 
tiny  children  have  to  contend,  and  it  is  not  often  possible  for 
fathers  who  are  at  work  to  bring  the  child.  We  are  however 
always  glad  to  see  the  fathers  at  our  clinics,  for  in  this  way 
they  learn  most  readily  what  is  being  done  for  the  welfare  of 
their  children. 

11.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  has  been  less  infectious  disease  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year,  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  issue  cer¬ 
tificates  to  any  School  for  low  attendances,  as  may  be  done 
under  the  revised  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

222  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  to  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year,  as  against  349  in  the  previous  year. 
Of  that  number  139  were  children  of  school  age.  Pleck  with 
74  cases  and  Leamore  with  56  cases  have  been  the  two  principal 
wards  affected.  During  the  latter  part  of  November  there  was 
an  outbreak  amongst  the  children  attending  the  Hillary  Street 
Infant  School.  In  order  to  limit  the  outbreak,  daily  visits  were 
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paid  to  the  School  by  the  School  Nurses,  and  the  opportunity 
was  afforded  all  parents  of  having  their  children  tested  and 
immunised  against  the  disease,  in  all  88  children,  mostly  from 
the  Infant  Department  of  Hillary  Street  School,  received  a  full 
course  of  immunising  doses. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

198  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  to  the  Health 
Department  during  the  year,  138  in  children  of  School  age. 
The  cases  were  of  a  mild  type  and  complications  were  few. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  Influenza  of  a  mild  type 
and  German  Measles  were  prevalent  in  the  Schools.  Measles 
and  Whooping  Cough  which  were  so  widespread  in  the  previous 
year  were  much  less  prevalent,  but  cases  continued  to  occur 
throughout  the  year.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  Chicken- 
pox  was  fairly  prevalent. 

12.  OPEN  AIR  SCHOOL. 

This  has  been  another  successful  year  as  regards  the 
beneficial  effects  of  the  open-air  treatment  upon  the  health  of 
the  children. 

£ 

All  the  children  admitted  have  shewn  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment  in  vitality  and  general  tone  within  a  few  weeks  of  their 
entering  the  School.  The  average  monthly  gain  in  weight  per 
child  has  been  72  lbs  and  in  height  ‘26  inches. 

There  have  been  comparatively  few  cases  of  absence 
through  illness,  and  none  of  the  epidemics  affecting  the  town 
as  a  whole  have  become  at  all  prevalent  among  the  scholars. 

The  general  high  level  of  health  maintained  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  the  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  has 
reached  92*2,  in  spite  of  the  School  remaining  open  even  in  the 
worst  weather. 
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The  rate  of  transfer  of  childien  to  the  ordinary  Schools  has 
not  been  quite  so  rapid  as  last  year,  as  we  have  followed  the 
advice  of  Dr.  Underwood,  H  M.I.,  to  prolong  in  certain  special 
cases  the  length  of  time  spent  in  the  School.  We  have,  how¬ 
ever,  transferred  37  children  to  their  own  Schools,  and  all  of 
these  appear  to  be  maintaining  their  improved  standard  of 
health. 

In  addition  to  the  two  half-yearly  Medical  Examinations 
to  which  every  child  is  submitted,  special  attention  has  been 
paid  this  year  to  Dental  Treatment.  Each  child,  upon  admission 
is  sent  to  the  Dental  Clinic  for  examination,  and  any  treatment 
necessary  is  immediately  carried  out,  in  order  to  give  the  child 
every  chance  of  benefiting  by  his  stay  in  the  Open  Air  School. 

13.  SCHOOL  CAMP. 

In  1925  the  School  Children’s  Holiday  Camp  movement  was 
started,  when  a  number  of  children  were  taken  out  to  Lichfield 
and  accommodated  in  the  Beacon  School  premises  for  ten 
week-ends. 

Early  in  1926  however,  and  ideal  site  was  obtained  near 
Streetly  for  a  permanent  camp.  By  10th  July  the  necessary 
equipment  was  obtained  and  the  first  party  of  boys  was  in 
camp.  For  five  week-ends  and  one  full  week,  parties  of  boys 
from  the  following  Schools,  Hillary  Street,  Fleck,  Croft  Street, 
Wisemore,  Butts,  Palfrey,  Tantarra  Street  etc,  enjoyed  a  real 
holiday  under  canvas. 

One  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  great  value  of  these 
holidays  for  children  who  otherwise  would  have  received  no 
holiday.  It  should  be  noted  too  that  the  funds  necessary  for 
establishing  and  running  the  Camp  come  entirely  from  Volun¬ 
tary  sources.  More  funds  however  are  needed  to  establish  a 
permanent  Camp. 


90 


The  School  Camp  in  no  way  encroaches  on  the  wonderful 
work  which  has  been  carried  out-  for  so  many  years  by  the 
Walsall  Poor  Children’s  Country  Holiday  Society.  This  latter 
body  have  always  provided  for  the  delicate  child,  school 
children  who  for  health  reasons  have  required  a  change  of  air 
or  a  prolonged  period  of  convalescent  treatment.  The  School 
Camp  caters  for  healthy  children. 

14.  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

The  work  of  ascertaining  the  Mentally  Defective  Children 
in  the  area  has  gone  steadily  forward,  the  opening  of  the 
Beacon  School  at  Lichfield  on  2nd  March,  having  given  a  great 
impetus  to  the  work.  22  Walsall  children  have  been  admitted 
to  the  School,  relieving  in  some  measure  the  situation  locally. 
Our  register  of  Children  so  far  ascertained  to  be  Mentally 
Defective  contains  the  names  of  86  children. 

The  Occupation  Centre  carried  on  by  the  Voluntary 
Association  for  Mental  Wefare  at  the  School  Clinic,  Bradford 
Street,  has  had  another  successful  year,  and  the  progress  which 
has  been  made  by  even  the  lower  grade  of  child  is  striking.  In 
order  to  secure  better  classification  of  the  children,  the  Centre 
has  been  open  on  five  days  per  week,  thus  permitting  of  two 
separate  classes  being  conducted.  The  number  on  the  register 
has  been  IT,  and  the  average  attendance  12. 

We  have  again  to  draw  attention,  however,  to  the  need  for 
the  establishment  of  special  classes  for  the  “Dull  and  Backward” 
children  and  for  “Borderline  ”  children. 

Mr.  G,  F,  Taylor,  Superintendent  of  the  Beacon  Residential 
School,  Lichfield,  sends  the  following  interesting  report  on  the 
work  of  that  school  during  the  year  : — 

“  The  school  was  designed  to  accommodate  42  boys  and  32 
girls,  all  high  grade  mental  defectives,  but  with  the  approval 


91 


of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  number  of  boys  has  been 
increased  to  45. 

ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES. 

Up  to  the  31st  of  December  there  have  been  admitted  to 
the  School  a  total  of  49  boys  and  35  girls,  and  these  children 
have  been  received  from  33  different  Education  Authorities. 
Of  these,  6  boys  and  1  girl  have  been  discharged  after  trial, 
having  proved  unsuitable  on  mental  or  physical  grounds  for  a 
school  of  this  type,  1  girl  and  1  boy  have  been  withdrawn  by 
their  parents,  and  1  girl  has  been  discharged  at  the  age  limit. 

The  average  Intelligence  Quotient  according  to  the  Binet 
Simon  Scale,  for  these  84  children  on  admission  to  the  School, 
was  60. 

STAFF. 

The  School  has  the  following  Staff: — 

A  Superintendent  (who  is  also  Headmaster)  and  a  Matron,  1 
Assistant  Master,  5  Women  Attendants,  2  Assistant  Mistresses, 
1  Cook.  1  Gardener  who  is  a  Part  Time  Instructor,  2  House¬ 
maids,  1  Cobbling  Instructor  (Part  Time),  1  Cleaner,  1  Stoker. 
The  Part  Time  Cobbling  Instructor,  one  of  the  five  attendants 
and  the  Cleaner  have  been  added  to  the  Staff  during  the  course 
of  the  year. 

HEALTH 

The  six  monthly  routine  medical  inspections  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  his  Staff. 

The  services  of  Dr.  Rowland,  Lichfield,  have  been  available 
whenever  required  in  cases  of  illness  amongst  the  pupils  or 
staff  or  in  cases  of  emergency.  He  has  paid  49  visits  during 
the  year  and  has  attended  33  different  patients. 

There  have  been  two  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease, 
namely  ;-Ringworm  and  Mumps,  both  of  which  were  discovered 
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within  a  few  days  of  the  opening  of  the  School.  The  former 
complaint  affected  the  children’s  scalps  as  well  as  bodies,  and 
has  continued  with  us  throughout  the  year,  abating  considerably 
during  the  Summer,  but  returning  again  with  the  Winter.  A 
total  of  49  children  have  been  affected  at  one  time  or  another, 
the  greatest  number  at  any  time  being  20.  At  the  moment  of 
writing  there  are  8  cases  being  treated.  Mumps  broke  out  in 
March  and  continued  until  July,  and  a  total  of  1  boy  and  6 
girls  were  affected. 

The  children  have  been  examined  by  the  Walsall  School 
Dentist,  who  visited  the  School  on  4  occasions  during  the  year. 
87  children  have  been  examined,  39  of  these  having  perfect 
teeth.  36  children  were  treated  during  the  year,  40  temporary 
teeth  and  25  permanent  teeth  having  been  extracted. 

The  general  health  of  the  children  has  been  splendid  and 
a  marked  improvement  has  been  observed  in  the  physical  con¬ 
dition  of  all.  Careful  records  have  been  kept  of  the  periodical 
measuring  of  the  children,  and  it  is  found  that,  taking  the 
average  for  the  various  age  groups,  the  boys  and  girls  are 
gaining  in  weight  at  a  rate  of  70%  and  63%  respectively,  more 
than  does  the  average  child  of  the  same  sex.  This  abnormal 
increase  is  obviously  the  result  of  the  more  healthy  conditions 
experienced  and  of  the  improved  dietary  now  enjoyed  by  the 
children,  following  in  many  cases  upon  a  long  period  of 
malnutrition  and  neglect  during  earlier  school  life.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Ringworm  already  referred  to,  the 
children  have  enjoyed  comparative  immunity  from  Colds, 
Skin  Eruptions,  and  other  common  ailments. 

EDUCATION  AND  TRAINING. 

For  scholastic  work,  the  children  are  classified  according 
to  Age,  Educational  Attainment  and  Temperamental  Dis¬ 
position.  The  Junior  and  Intermediate  Classes  are  both  mixed, 
but  there  is  a  Senior  class  for  older  girls  and  a  Senior  class 
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for  older  boys.  Each  class  has  its  own  teacher  for  Academic 
work,  and  the  classes  are  as  small  as  can  be  contrived, 
averaging  nineteen  scholars  each.  The  instruction  is  given 
as  practical  a  bias  as  possible,  and  the  natural  aptitude  of 
the  individual  child  duly  considered.  Good  progress  is  being 
made  among  the  older  and  more  retarded  children  and  a 
very  encouraging  enthusiasm  is  being  evinced  for  Reading, 
due  largely  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  particular  system 
that  is  being  followed.  Under  the  Gardening  and  Cobbling 
Instructors,  the  older  boys  are  doing  some  very  creditable 
work  indeed,  while  the  older  girls,  in  their  Cookery,  Laundry- 
work,  Sewing  and  Housewifery  are  also  making  excellent 
progress.  Boys  and  girls  alike  are  particularly  fortunate  in 
having  Instructors  who  are  exceedingly  sympathetic,  considerate 
and  conscientious.  Singing,  Physical  Exercises  and  various 
forms  of  Handwork  all  find  a  place  in  the  Curriculum  and 
contribute  their  quota  towards  the  development  of  the  individual 
child.  With  the  provision  of  a  convenient  Domestic  Training- 
Centre  for  the  girls,  and  with  some  slight  adaptation  of  the 
Manual  Centre  for  the  boys,  both  of  which  improvements 
will  probably  be  made  in  the  near  future,  the  Educational 
work  of  the  School  will  be  greatly  facilitated.  Outside  of 
the  Classroom  the  children  are  trained  to  a  certain  amount 
of  Domestic  Work.  Boys  and  girls  are  taught  to  make  their 
beds,  to  clean  and  tidy  their  dormitories,  washrooms,  bath¬ 
rooms,  playrooms,  etc.,  and  to  assist  the  younger  children  in 
dressing  and  undressing,  in  blacking  of  boots  and  in  all  those 
numerous  tasks  which  the  normal  child  is  expected  to  perform 
proficiently,  All  are  encouraged  to  excel  at  some  form  of 
profitable  and  useful  activity,  and  a  healthy  spirit  of  emulation 
is  fostered  in  the  attempt  to  develop  a  fondness  and  a  desire 
for  useful  and  intelligent  occupation. 

RECREATIONS  AND  AMUSEMENTS. 

The  children’s  leisure  time  is  organized  as  carefully  as 
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possible,  and  while  not  interfering  excessively  with  their  own 
freedom  and  predilection,  every  effort  is  made  to  occupy  their 
minds  along  healthful  and  beneficial  channels.  The  Boy 
Scout  and  Girl  Guide  Movements  have  been  introduced  and 
occupy  the  older  children  for  one  or  two  evenings  each 
week.  Eurythmic  Training  has  been  commenced  also,  and 
occupies  one  evening  every  week.  Facilities  are  provided  too 
for  certain  of  the  children  to  enjoy  books,  drawing  and  painting 
materials  and  table  games  also  being  provided.  The 
Gramophone  is  in  frequent  use  and  much  appreciated  by  the 
children.  Good  progress  is  being  made  in  Outdoor  Games,  and 
Football,  Cricket,  and  Net-ball  are  enthusiastically  played,  and 
assist  in  the  development  of  ideas  of  Co-operation,  Mutual 
Assistance,  Loyalty,  Endurance  and  Discipline.  Much  educative 
value  is  derived  from  the  monthly  Social  Evening,  when  boys 
and  girls  enjoy  an  opportunity  for  playing,  dancing  and 
mingling  together  in  a  family  atmosphere.  This  event  is 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  children,  all  of  whom  are  expected 
to  contribute  something  towards  the  general  happiness  of  the 
occasion. 

MORAL  TRAINING. 

This  side  of  our  work  is  regarded  as  of  prime  importance, 
and  the  whole  Staff  strive,  by  example  and  precept,  to  inculcate 
desirable  habits,  and  to  check  and  eradicate  evil  tendencies. 
In  regard  to  the  younger  children  this  is  much  easier  than  with 
the  older,  some  of  whom,  coming  to  the  school  after  their 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  birthdays,  have  presented  very  serious 
problems.  Successful  work  can  only  result  from  close  super¬ 
vision  and  constant  encouragement,  and  these  can  be  ensured 
only  by  a  Staff  that  is  alert,  fresh,  sympathetic  and  enthusiastic. 
The  children  have,  since  July,  attended  the  Parish  Church  on 
Sunday  mornings,  and  they  have  been  made  to  feel  welcome 
by  both  Vicar  and  Congregation.  They  appreciate  going  to 
Church,  and  endeavour  to  follow  the  Service  reverently  and 
intelligently/’ 
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15.  DENTAL  REPORT. 

Mr.  Griffiths,  L.DS.  in  reporting  on  the  work  of  the  Dental 
Clinic  writes : — 

“  I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  the  report  of  the  work 
of  the  School  Dental  Clinic  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1926,  for  although  I  shall  not  be  here  at  that  date,  I  have  been 
responsible  for  all  but  the  last  month  of  the  time. 

I  am  happy  to  think  that  my  Successor  will  find  a  well- 
equipped  Clinic,  and  I  know  that  he  will  receive  the  same  whole 
hearted  co-operation  and  most  efficient  assistance  as  I  have 
enjoyed  from  the  Dental  Nurse. 

In  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  task  of  dealing  with  nearly 
17,000  children,  I  have  found  it  wisest  to  concentrate  upon  the 
younger  children,  and  so  for  the  greater  part  of  this  year  we 
have  been  treating  the  6  to  8  age  group  exclusively,  apart  from 
specials  or  casuals.  By  this  means  I  hoped  to  cover  all  the 
schools  once  a  year  and  to  re-examine  the  same  children  next 
year,  together  with  new  entrants  to  that  group.  This  would  fill 
up  a  loop-hole  in  the  older  scheme,  as  some  children  appeared 
to  be  missed  altogether  by  passing  out  of  this  age  group  with¬ 
out  examination. 

The  children  at  the  Beacon  School,  Lichfield,  were  examined 
and  treated  there  by  me  for  the  first  time  this  year.  In  May 
and  June  the  whole  school  was  examined,  and  about  half  were 
sound,  a  much  higher  proportion  than  Walsall  can  boast.  The 
physical  type  of  very  many  of  them  was  apparently  much  more 
robust  than  most  normal  children  and  their  dental  conditions 
reflected  this  fact.  Very  few  of  those  requiring  treatment  needed 
more  than  one  or  two  extractions,  while  five  required  fillings 
but  the  equipment  available  at  the  schools  being  inadequate 
for  the  latter  purpose,  arrangements  were  made  for  those 
children  to  attend  the  Dental  Clinic  in  Walsall.  A  further 
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visit  for  inspection  an4  treatment  of  new  admissions  was  made 
early  in  November,  and  all  cases  presented  were  treated,  and 
the  other  children  re-examined. ” 

16.  THE  SCHOOL  ENTRANT. 

During  the  year,  1,988  children  were  medically  examined 
on  their  admission  to  school.  The  principal  defects  noted 
amongst  these  entrants  were  Dental  Caries,  182  cases  (9%), 
Enlarged  Tonsils,  or  Adenoids,  or  both  193  (9%),  Anaemia  63 
(3%),  Skin  Affections.  54  (27%).  Uncleanliness  of  body  or  of 
clothes  was  noted  in  2%  of  the  children  examined.  Malnutrition 
was  not  a  marked  feature/on  the  other  hand  the  physique  of 
the  entrant  school  child  was  exceptionally  good.  Rickets  also 
was  by  no  means  a  common  disease,  only  two  children  showing 
marked  signs  of  Rickets,  and  five  slight  signs.  Ear  diseases 
including  Ear  Discharge  occurred  in  1%  of  the  children 
examined  and  Eye  Diseases  in  a  like  number. 

These  defects  noted  in  the  entrant  child  indicate  the  need 
for  still  more  supervision  during  pre-school  days  and  for  the 
extension  downwards  of  our  special  school  services.  There  is 
great  need  for  dental  care  of  the  temporary  teeth,  a  fact 
realised  by  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole  community. 
It  cannot  be  sufficiently  emphasised  that  early  dentistry  is 
painless  dentistry,  and  sound  temporary  teeth  are  just  as 
important  to  the  child  as  are  sound  permanent  teeth  to  the  adult. 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  Ear  Discharges,  unhealthy 
conditions  of  the  Naso  Pharynx,  Catarrhal  conditions  generally, 
are  the  result  in  many  cases  of  repeated  infections  during  the 
early  years  of  a  child’s  life.  It  is  probable  too  that  in  some 
cases  at  least,  but  for  these  repeated  infections  the  adenoid 
tissue  would  not  persist.  The  presence  of  unhealthy  adenoid 
tissue  and  of  unhealthy  tonsils  may  be  the  direct  cause  of  a 
chronic  Ear  Discharge  or  of  permanent  Deafness,  the  develop¬ 
ment  ol  which  may  be  checked  only  by  the  removal  of  the 
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unhealthy  tissues.  That  9%  of  our  school  entrants  are  found  to 
be  suffering  from  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  and  that 
half  of  that  number  are  in  urgent  need  of  treatment  on  their 
admission  to  school,  would  indicate  the  need  for  the  provision 
of  greater  facilities  for  treatment  during  the  pre-school  age. 

Parents  could  do  much  to  prevent  their  babies  and  their 
young  children  passing  into  the  group  of  “catarrhal  children,” 
if  they  would  put  a  stop  to  the  pernicious  habit  of  mouth 
kissing.  They  should  not  kiss  their  own  babies  on  the  mouth, 
and  they  should  not  allow  any  of  their  relatives  or  friends 
many  of  them  probably  with  a  mouthful  of  septic  teeth,  to  kiss 
baby  on  the  mouth.  Any  one  suffering  from  a  “common  cold” 
should  avoid  as  far  as  possible  the  neighbourhood  of  a  baby 
and  parents  should  do  their  utmost  to  obtain  so  far  as  possible 
a  germ  free  atmosphere  by  keeping  their  bedroom  windows 
open  at  night  and  their  living  rooms  well  flushed  with  fresh 
air  during  the  day.  All  young  children  should  spend  as  much 
of  their  time  as  possible  in  the  open  air. 

The  catarrhal  child  is  one  of  our  greatest  problems.  It  is 
he  who  provides  the  greater  part  of  the  purely  medical  work  at 
our  School  Clinics,  and  whose  treatment  presents  so  much 
difficulty,  as  complete  cure  is  so  seldom  obtainable. 

17.  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for  the  medical 
inspection  of  the  pupils  attending  Queen  Mary’s  Grammer 
School  for  Boys,  and  Queen  Mary’s  High  School  for  Girls. 

The  scheme  as  drawn  up  and  finally  approved  of  by  the 
Governors  made  provision  for  inspection  of  the  pupils  as 
follows  : — 

(a)  AUTUMN  TERM  1926  —  inspection  of  all  entrants,  irre¬ 
spective  of  age. 
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(b)  SPRING  TERM  1927  —  inspection  of  all  pupils  aged 

12  years,  and  re-inspection  of 
thepupils  found  to  have  defects 
*  at  the  previous  examination. 

(c)  AUTUMN  TERM  1927  —  inspection  of  entrants  and  re¬ 

inspection  of  “defects” 

(d)  SPRING  TERM  1928  —  inspection  of  ail  pupils  aged 

12  and  13  years,  and  re-inspec¬ 
tion  of  “defects,” 

and  so  on. 

In  this  way  all  pupils  would  be  inspected  on  their  admission 
to  school,  as  a  routine  measure,  and  all  pupils  would  be  in¬ 
spected  annually  from  the  age  of  12,  so  long  as  they  remained 
at  school. 

In  addition  any  pupil  whom  the  Head  Master  or  Head 
Mistress  considers  should  be  medically  examined,  is  examined 
as  a  “special,”  at  any  time  when  the  School  Medical  Inspector 
is  in  the  school. 

Under  the  scheme  91  pupils,  52  boys  and  39  girls,  were 
inspected. 

The  principal  defects  found  to  require  treatment  were 
Defective  Vision  8  cases,  and  Defective  Teeth  27  cases.  The 
number  of  children  with  Defective  Teeth  (30%)  is  far  too  high, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  by  medical  inspection  we  will  be  able  to 
impress  upon  parents  the  very  great  importance  of  Dental  Care. 

We  would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Head 
Master  and  the  Head  Mistress  for  the  keen  interest  which  they 
have  taken  in  the  medical  inspection  of  the  pupils  and  for  the 
valuable  help  which  they  have  rendered  in  making  the 
necessary  arrangements. 
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18.  STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

The  Statistical  Tables  required  by  the  Board  of  Education 
are  attached  hereto. 

I  am  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
School  Medical  Officer. 

31st  March,  1927. 
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AREA  WALSALL  C.B. 

TABLE  1.  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  1st 
JANUARY,  1926  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1926. 

A.  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections. 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  1,988 

Intermediates  ...  •••  1,405 

Leavers  ...  ...  ...  1,755  TOTAL  5148 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  — 

B.  OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  3,429 

Number  of  Re-inspections  ..  1,100  TOTAL  4,529 

TABLE  II.  RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 


IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1926. 


Defect  or  Disease. 

1 

Requiring  ^ 

Treatment.  = 

r-t- 

Requiring  to  be  kept  n 

under  observation  but  ~T 

^  not  requiring  treat-  ^ 

ment. 

Requiring  t: 

Treatment.  o 

57 

Requiring  to  be  kept  ^ 

under  observation  but  ~ 

^  not  requiring  treat-  ~a 

ment. 

Malnutrition 

23 

15 

26 

fRingworm 

J 

Scalp  ... 

9 

5 

42 

Skin  ... 

Body  .. 

8 

I 

42 

1 

Scabies 

9 

8 

34 

Impetigo 

36 

10 

197 

(.Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 

culous)... 

*3 

17 

248 

'Blepharitis  ... 

28 

9 

56 

Conjunctivitis 

2 

— 

9i 

Keratitis 

— 

2 

26 

Eye 

Corneal  Opacities 

2 

3 

4 

Defective  Vision  (excluding 

Squint)  ... 

435 

61 

79 

3 

Squint 

66 

18 

27 

.Other  Conditions 

8 

7 

38 

rDefective  Hearing 

43 

5 

46 

Ear  4 

Otitis  Media 

1 

98 

^Other  Ear  Diseases  ... 

18 

— 

66 

(Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

40 

i37 

73 

2 

Adenoids  only 

5o 

8 

23 

Throat 

|  Enlarged  Tonsils  &  Adenoids... 

98 

26 

290 

— 

Tlther  Conditions 

4i 

27 

87 

2 
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TABLE  II — continued 


Routine  Inspect’s 

Special  Inspect’s 

| 

a.  p  • 

a.  3  « 

sc-L 
.£  5 

0  0  ^ 

22  Z 

be  *i 
c  £ 

C  *-i 

U  O 
-Q  • r; 

«  M  . 

Defect  or  Disease. 

.S  c 

3  £ 

CT  a 

V  V 

ring  to 

observ 

requirin 

menl 

•b  E 

cr  ^ 

ring  to 

observ; 

requirin 

ment 

SPc  0 

S  -  G 

£3  V 

D  r*  n 

^  5  ~ 

(1) 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

98 

(Non-Tuberculous)... 

i7 

103 

Defective  Speech 

4 

9 

4 

Heart 

(Heart  Disease  — 

and 

Organic 

8 

7 

13 

1 1 

Circu 

Functional 

3 

42 

3 

7 

lation 

Anaemia 

59 

67 

*5<> 

2 

Lungs  -j 

[-Bronchitis 

Other  Non-Tubercular  Dis. 
(Pulmonary — 

170 

1 1 

54 

12 

x95 

102 

1 

Definite 

1 

7 

Suspected 

2 

41 

7 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuber-  J 
culosis.  "] 

Glands 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Spine 

Hip  . 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 

Skin 

3 

'Other  forms  ... 

2 

5 

10 

Nervous  \ 
System  ( 

'Epilepsy 

Chorea 

Other  conditions 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

‘3 

4i 

4 

Deform  - ' 
ities.  . 

Rickets 

Spinal  Curvature 

Other  forms  ... 

2 

17 

9i 

6 

6 

36 

2 

61 

26 

Other  defects  and  Diseases 

34 

57 

1477 

25 

B.  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUAL  CHILDREN  FOUND  AT  ROUTINE 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 
(EXCLUDING  UNCLEANLINESS  AND  DENTAL  DISEASES.) 


Number  of  Children. 

Percentage  ot 

Group. 

(1) 

Inspected 

(2) 

Found  to 
require 
Treatment. 

<3) 

children  found 
to  require 
treatment. 

(4) 

Code  Groups 

Entrants 

1988 

479 

24  09 

Intermediates 

1405 

490 

34  8 

Leavers 

1755 

559 

318 

Total  (Code  Groups) 

5M8 

1528 

29*6 

i 
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TABLE  III.  RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN 

IN  THE  AREA, 


Boys 

Girls 

Totall 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or 

(i)  Suitable  for  train- 

Classes  for  the  Blind... 

4 

2 

6 

ing  in  a  School  or 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

— 

— 

— 

Class  for  the  totally 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

Blind 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

- — 

— 

Blind  (inclu- 

ding  partially 

Blind) 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or 

(ii)  Suitable  for  train- 

Classes  for  the  Blind... 

6 

3 

9 

ing  in  a  School  or 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

2 

4 

6 

Class  for  the  par- 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— — 

— 

tially  Blind 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

2 

2 

(i)  Suitable  for  train- 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or 

ing  in  a  School  or 

Classes  for  the  Deaf  . . 

7 

5 

12 

Class  for  the  totally 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

— 

— 

— 

deaf  or  deaf  and 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

Deal  including 

dumb 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

I 

2 

3 

Deaf  &  Dumb 

and  partially 

deal 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or 

(ii)  Suitable  for  train- 

Classes  tor  the  Deaf  ... 

— 

— 

— 

ing  in  a  School  or 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

6 

4 

10 

Class  for  the  par- 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

1 

1 

tially  deaf 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

4 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 

Feebleminded  (cases 

Mentally  Detective  Children  ... 

17 

6 

33 

not  notifiable  to 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

22 

18 

40 

the  Local  Control 

At  other  Institutions 

5 

5 

10 

Mentally 

Authority) 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

5 

5 

10 

Defective 

Notified  to  the  Local 

Feebleminded 

1 

2 

3 

Control  Authority 

Imbeciles 

— 

— 

during  the  year 

Idiots 

— 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 

Infectious  Pulmonary 

approved  by  the  Ministry  of 

Physically 

and  Glandular 

Health  or  the  Board  ... 

— 

6 

6 

Defective 

Tuberculosis 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

6 

5 

1 1 
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TABLE  III. — continued. 


Boy  « 

Girls 

Total 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 

approved  by  the  Ministry  of 

Health  or  the  Board  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Infections  but 

At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 

active  Pulmonary  and 

Schools 

— 

— 

— 

Glandular  Tubercu- 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools 

'J 

3 

6 

losis 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

36 

45 

81 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

5 

7 

12 

At  Certified  Residential  Open-Air 

Delicate  children,  (e.g. 

Schools 

- — 

— 

— . 

pre  or  latent  Tuber- 

At  Certified  Day  Open-Air  Schools 

27 

27 

54 

culosis,  Malnutrition, 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

72 

87 

1 59 

Debility,  Anaemia,  &c) 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

8 

12 

20 

Physically 

Defective 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools 

approved  by  the  Ministry  of 

Active  Non  -  Pulmo- 

Health  or  the  Board  ... 

5 

1 

6 

nary  Tuberculosis 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

2 

2 

4 

At  other  Institutions 

4 

2 

.6 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 1 

2 

J3 

Crippled  Children 

. 

(other  than  those  with 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools 

— 

— 

- - 

active  Tuberculosis) 

At  Certified  Residential  Cripple 

e.g.  children  suffering 

Schools 

■ — 

1 

1 

from  paralysis,  &c., 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools... 

— 

— 

— 

and  including  those 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

74 

68 

142 

with  severe  heart 

At  other  Institutions 

1 

2 

3 

disease 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

38 

30 

68 

Attending  Certificated  Special 

Schools  for  Epileptics 

— 

— 

Suffering  from  In  Institutions  other  than  Certified 

Severe  Epilepsy 

Special  Schools 

— 

2 

2 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

— 

— 

— 

Epileptics 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

6 

2 

8 

Suffering  from 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

5 

4 

9 

Epilepsy  which  is  not 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

- 1 

severe 
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TABLE  IV.  RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  31st  DECEBMER,  1926 


Group  1.  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  See  Group  V). 


Disease  or  Defect. 

(1) 

Number  of  Delects  treated,  or  under  treatment 
during  the  year. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

(2) 

Otherwise 

(3) 

Total 

(4) 

Sirin  — 

Ringworm — Scalp  ... 

42 

— 

42 

Ringworm — Body  ... 

42 

— 

42 

Scabies 

34 

— 

34 

Impetigo  ... 

197 

— 

197 

Other  Skin  Disease 

24S 

— 

248 

Minor  Eye  Detects — 

External  and  other,  but  ex- 

eluding  cases  falling  in  Group 

11 

242 

— 

242 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

210 

— 

210 

Misellaneous 

e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises 

sores.  Chilblains,  etc. 

3 1 79 

— 

3*79 

Total 

4[94 

— 

4194 

Group  II.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects  treated 

as  Minor  Ailments— Group  I.) 

Number  of  Defects  dealt  with 


Defect  or  Disease 

Under  the 
Authority’s 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private  prac¬ 
titioner  or  at 
Hospital  apart 

Otherwise 

Total 

0)  1 

Scheme 

(2) 

from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Errors  ot  Retraction  (including  1 
Squint)  ... 

48O 

— 

480 

Total  Number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were: 

PRESCRIBED— 

{a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  362  (b)  Otherwise 


Total  Number  of  Children  who  obtained  or  received 

Spectacles— 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  307  ( b )  Otherwise  — 
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FABLE  IV — continued. 

Group  III.  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Received  Operative  Treatment 

By  Private 

Received  other 

Total 

Under  the 

Practitioner  or 

forms  of 

Number 

Authority’s 

Hospital  apart 

Total 

Treatment 

Treated 

Scheme  in  Clinic 

from  the 

or  Hospital 

Authority’s 

Scheme 

(D 

(2)  _ 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

209 

— 

209 

— 

209 

Group  iv.— Dental  Defects. 


(1) 

Number  of  children  who  were — 

(tf)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist — 

Routine  Age  Groups  (5  &  7) 

3768 

Specials 

1447 

Total 

5215 

(b)  Found  to  require  treatment 

4901 

(c)  Actually  treated 

3327 

(cl)  Re-treated  during  the  year 

as  the  result  of  periodical 

examinations 

256 

(2) 

Half  days  devoted  to — 

Inspection 

46 

Treatment 

363 

Total 

409 

(3) 

Attendances  made  by  the  children 

for  treatment 

3583 

(4) 

Fillings — 

Permanent  Teeth 

846 

Temporary  Teeth 

977 

Total 

1813 

(5) 

Extractions — 

Permanent  Teeth 

539 

Temporary  Teeth 

7193 

Total 

7732 
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TABLE  IV — continued.  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 


(6)  Administrations  of  local  anaesthetics 
for  Extractions 

7732 

(7)  Other  Operations — 

Permanent  Teeth 

•  •  • 

283 

Temporary  Teeth 

•  #  • 

363 

Excision  of  Fraenum 

•  •  • 

25 

Total  671 


Group  V—Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 


(i)  Average  number  or  visits  per  school  made 

during  the  year  by  the  School  Nurses  ...  8*27 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  Children  in 

the  Schools  by  the  School  Nurses  •••  48,932 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean''  3,865 

(iv)  Number  of  Children  cleansed  under  arrange¬ 

ments  made  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings 

were  taken : — 

0)*Under  the  Education  Act,  1921 

ib)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  I.  RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

A.  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  ...  90 

B.  OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  1 

TOTAL  91 
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TABLE  II  A.  RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1926. 


Defect  or  Disease. 


(D 


Routine  Insp.  Special  Insp. 


Malnutrition 

Uncleanliness 

(See  Table  IV.  group  V.) 

SKIN— 

Ringworm 

Scalp 

Body 

Scabies 

Impetigo 

Other  Diseases  (Non  Tuberculous) 

3 

3 

EYE— 

Blepharitis 

Conjunctivitis 

Keratitis 

Corneal  Opacities 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  squint) 
Squint 

Other  Conditions 

8 

1 

3 

EAR— 

Defective  Hearing  ... 

Otitis  Media 

Other  Ear  Diseases  .. 

1 

NOSE  AND  THROAT— 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

Adenoids  only 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

Other  Conditions 

ENLARGED  CERVICAL  GLANDS— 
(Non  Tuberculous) 

DEFECTIVE  SPEECH 

1 

TEETH-DENTAL  DISEASE  ... 

27 
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TABLE  II.  A, — continued. 


Defects  or  Disease. 


0) 


HEART  CIRCULATION— 
Heart  Disease. 

Organic  ... 

Functional 

Anaemia 


Routine  Insp.  Special  Insp 


LUNGS— 

Bronchitis 

Other  non-Tuberculous  Diseases 


TUBERCULOSIS— 

Pulmonary. 

Definite 

Suspected 

Respiratory-Non-Pulmonary. 
Glands  ... 

Spine 

Hip 

Other  Bones  &  Joints 

Ski  n  ...  ...  .  i 

Other  Forms 


NERVOUS  SYSTEM— 
Epilepsy 
Chores 

Other  Conditions 


DEFORMITIES— 

Rickets 

Spinal  Curvature 
Other  Forms 


•  •  • 


2 


OTHER  DEFECTS  AND  DISEASES  ... 


4 


1 

1 


Requiring  to  be  kept 

under  observation  but 

not  requiring  treat¬ 

ment. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Being  that  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1926. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cresswell,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  Report  for  the  year  1926, 
giving  particulars  of  the  work  performed  under  your  direction 
by  the  Inspectorial  Staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

TABLE  I. 

Nuisances  and  other  matters  dealt  with. 


Foul  drains,  water  closets, 
privies,  ashpits,  sinks,  urinals 
Offensive  accumulations 
Animals  kept  as  to  be  a 
nuisance  ... 

Black  smoke,  gas  leakages  ••• 
Unwholesome  premises  needing 
limewashing 

Insufficient  water  closets, 
ashpits,  drains 
Dwelling  houses  needing 
repairs 

„  overcrowded 
Sundry 


TO 

Borough 

surveyor 


Totals 


Buildings  or  wells 
unsafe 

Buildings  erected, 
no  plans  submitted 
Insufficient  water 
supply 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hathertoi 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

i  Birchills 
and 
Pleck 
Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

224 

181 

212 

212 

829 

8 

13 

9 

8 

% 

38 

8 

6 

7 

5 

26 

1 

- - 

1 

2 

4 

16 

27 

71 

24 

138 

54 

64 

75 

53 

246 

62 

172 

219 

142 

595 

23 

16 

21 

19 

79 

28 

32 

17 

26 

103 

10 

17 

31 

11 

69 

1 

— 

2 

3 

6 

1 

— 

7 

6 

14 

436 

528 

672 

511 

2147 
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TABLE  L— continued. 


Blox  wich 
and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

To  cleanse  ashpits 

No.  of  notices  on  books  31/12/26 

188 

86 

136 

125 

4663 

535 

No.  of  Nuisances  and  other  mat¬ 
ters  reported  during  the.  year 

438 

504 

613 

488 

2043 

No.  of  informal  notices  served 
during  the  year 

347 

391 

497 

398 

1633 

tNo.  of  statutory  notices  served 
during  the  year 

156 

118 

188 

109 

571 

No.  of  Nuisances  abated 

467 

515 

625 

530 

2137 

No.  of  notices  not  complied 
with  December  31st,  1926. 

159 

75 

124 

83 

441 

JA  notice  may  include  several  nuisances  or 
other  matters 

Notices  not  complied  with  include— 

Nuisances  ...  •••  •  * 

18 

12 

37 

5 

72 

Overcrowded  dwelling-houses 

18 

17 

20 

8 

63 

Privies  for  conversion 

28 

3 

17 

4 

52 

Housing  repairs 

77 

15 

30 

33 

155 

Insufficient  closets,  ashpits,  &c. 

16 

25 

20 

21 

82 

Other  matters 

12 

0 

— 

12 

29 

TABLE  II. 

SANITARY  WORK  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  NOTICES. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

fiatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

ADDITIONAL 
STRUCTURES  PROVIDED. 
Water  Closets 

48 

20 

8 

15 

91 

New  Cisterns  in  W.C’s 

25 

21 

27 

32 

115 

New  Soil  Pipes 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

A.Lhln.  )  Replacing  Ashpits 
Asnbins  j-  (>  worn.out  bins 

91 

69 

73 

79 

312 

26 

15 

12 

49 

102 

Connections  to  sewer 

9 

1 

21 

4 

35 

Intercepting  traps 

10 

1 

22 

5 

38 

Drain  traps 

34 

17 

3 

38 

92 

Inspection  Chambers 

33 

11 

48 

13 

105 

Ventilating  shafts 

38 

16 

49 

13 

116 

Pipe  drains,  yards  in  length  ••• 

760 

220 

859 

256 

2095 

Sanitary  sinks  and  waste  pipes 

15 

19 

6 

5 

45 

New  Urinals 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

„  Washouses 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Ill 


TABLE  II.  continued. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hathei  ton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

REPAIRS  MADE. 

Privies  converted  into  W.C’s  ••• 

48 

5 

39 

5 

97 

Water  closets  (structure) 

7 

26 

35 

26 

94 

Privies 

13 

— 

1 

1 

15 

Ashpits 

10 

1 

4 

4 

19 

*W.C.  pans  fitted 

7 

39 

44 

49 

139 

„  traps  fitted  ••• 

1 

12 

30 

9 

52 

,,  flushing  cisterns 

— 

13 

15 

8 

36 

Drain  ventilating  shafts 

— 

2 

8 

4 

14 

Drains  repaired 

14 

30 

21 

16 

81 

,,  cleared 

85 

60 

62 

69 

276 

Water  closets  cleared 

10 

22 

33 

26 

91 

Sinks 

6 

2 

6 

1 

15 

„  fitted  with  waste  pipes  -- 

1 

2 

6 

4 

13 

Drains  disconnected 

— 

2 

4 

2 

8 

New  covers  to  inspection 

chambers 

3 

2 

2 

2 

9 

Houses  newly  drained 

14 

3 

46 

9 

72 

Yards  repaved 

5 

12 

10 

4 

31 

Gas  mains  repaired  ... 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

S.S.  Water  Laid  on  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

INSANITARY  STRUCTURES 
DISPENSED  WITH 

Privies 

20 

4 

— - 

4 

28 

Ashpits 

32 

39 

36 

43 

150 

Urinals 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

W.C’s 

4 

5 

— 

3 

12 

^Includes  Pedestals 

4 

17 

4 

14 

39 

HOUSES  IMPROVED. 


TABLE  III 


By  Repairs  to  Houses. 

Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Houses  repaired  throughout 

70 

92 

143 

79 

384 

Lodging  Houses  repaired 

— 

2 

— 

7 

9 

Houses  re-spouted 

20 

42 

57 

26 

145 

,,  whitewashed  throughout 

,,  sash  cords  fitted  and 

2 

10 

10 

6 

28 

windows  repaired 

2 

4 

37 

9 

52 

„  floors  repaired 

3 

10 

10 

6 

29 

,,  other  minor  repairs 

10 

11 

25 

17 

63 

112 


TABLE  III. — continued . 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Ware’s. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTAL ' 

By  improving  W.C.  and  ashpit 

' 

• 

accommodation 

265 

268 

242 

226 

1001 

By  abatement  of  other  nuisances 

430 

356 

414 

318 

1518 

Wash-houses  repaired 

5 

17 

28 

12 

62 

New  Boilers  and  Fireboxes 

2 

9 

7 

8 

26 

Boilers  and  fireboxes  repaired 

5 

4 

18 

2 

29 

Overcrowding 

Houses  vacated 

— 

— - 

3 

— 

3 

No.  of  inmates  reduced 

18 

2 

20 

17 

57 

UNFIT  HOUSES. 

No.  demolished 

— 

1 

— 

1 

No.  closed 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Temporary  structures  vacated 

— 

— 

— 

2 

9 

Situation  of  houses  demolished;  Birch  ills  Ward— Old 
Farm,  Raleigh  Street. 

Situation  of  houses  closed;  Leamore  Ward — Forest 
Lane  Cottage,  Birchills  Ward — Old  Farm,  Raleigh  Street, 
(Voluntarily),  Bridge  Ward — 24,  High  Street  (By  Order). 

N.B.  House  repaired,  order  determined  October  8th,  1926. 


TABLE  IV. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  AT  FACTORIES 

WORKSHOPS. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards 

Bridge 
an  i 

Caldmore 

Wards 

TOTALS 

Rooms  limewashed  ..  . 

3 

20 

17 

27 

67 

New  water  closets 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Water  closets  repaired 

Flushing  cisterns  fitted  or 

— 

5 

— 

6 

11 

repaired 

— 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Drains  cleared  or  improved 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Other  Defects  remedied 

— 

6 

2 

5 

13 
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OUTWORKERS’  HOMES. 

27  lists  were  received  containing  names  of  23  male  and 
37  female  homeworkers  and  6  contractors  in  the  following 
trades  :-Clothing,  chains  and  cart  gear.  Each  outworker  was 
visited,  the  home  being  found  in  a  satisfactory  state.  4  small 
workrooms  needed  cleansing  and  limewashing.  No  infectious 
disease  has  occurred  in  an  outworkers’  home  during  the  year. 


TABLE  V. 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  UNDER  REGULAR  INSPECTION. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamorei 

Wards 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

1  Wards 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Purveyors  of  Milk  Dairies 

16 

6 

14 

16 

52 

Milk  Shops  •• 

5 

13 

10 

6 

34 

Cowkeepers 

19 

8 

2 

6 

35 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

30 

27 

4 

9 

70 

Wholesale  (sterilising factories) 

1 

3 

3 

— 

7 

Bakehouses-factory  ... 

4 

5 

10 

6 

25 

,,  workshop 

6 

6 

13 

15 

40 

Slaughter  houses-registered 

2 

— 

5 

5 

12 

,,  -licensed 

4 

1 

5 

10 

20 

Butchers  Shops 

21 

14 

43 

48 

126 

Ice-cream  Shops 

44 

52 

53 

61 

210 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

28 

16 

29 

31 

104 

Houses-let-in  lodgings 

— 

5 

— 

5 

10 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

— 

1 

1 

9 

11 

Workshops 

30 

84 

57 

158 

329 

Outworker’s  homes  ••• 

2 

5 

5 

21 

33 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers 

1 

1 

2 

— 

4 

Hide  and  Skin  Depot 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

Totals 

214 

247 

256 

406 

1123 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  WHERE  REPAIRS  HAVE 
BEEN  CARRIED  INTO  EFFECT. 

At  9  factories  the  water  closet  accommodation  has  been 
improved,  at  1  factory  a  privy  was  replaced  with  a  water  closet, 
at  1  factory  an  additional  water  closet  has  been  provided,  at 
another  the  flushing  cisterns  to  water  closets  have  been  repaired 
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and  made  in  working  order,  at  5  factories  repairs  to  drains 
have  been  made,  at  2  factories  the  roof  or  spoutings  have  been 
repaired. 

At  workshops,  67  rooms  have  been  limewashed,  the 
water  closet  accommodation  has  been  inproved  at  4,  nuisances 
from  defective  drains  have  been  abated  at  2,  defective  roofs  or 
defective  spoutings  have  been  repaired  at  4.  at  1  overcrowding 
has  been  reduced,  a  nuisance  from  an  escape  of  gas  at  1  work¬ 
shop  was  remedied. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  or  Houses-let-in-Lodgings.  7 
have  been  repaired,  in  2  others  drains  were  repaired,  and  in  2 
other  cases  2  water  closets  have  been  provided. 

Registered  Slaughterhouses.  The  registered  slaughter¬ 
houses  situate  at  the  rear  No.  40  Upper  Rushall  Street,  and 
rear  38,  Goodall  Street,  were  removed  from  the  Register  of 
Slaughterhouses,  by  Resolution  of  18th  October,  1926,  on  the 
grounds  of  non-user. 

TABLE  VI,  Unwholesome  Food  Destroyed, 

TUBERCULOUS. 

BOVINE — 32  Carcases  and  all  organs  (including  4  calf  carcases), 
27  Heads,  9  Forequarters,  2  Sides,  83  pieces  of  Beef  and 
Trimmings,  520  sets  of  Lungs,  152  Livers,  257  other  organs. 

PIGS— 3  Carcases,  59  Heads,  6  pieces  of  Pork,  60  sets  Fry,  and 
44  other  organs. 

OTHER  DISEASES,  UNSOUND,  ETC. 

BOVINE — 27  Carcases  and  all  organs,  1  Leg  of  Veal,  9  Heads, 
2  Hindquarters,  21  pieces  of  Beef,  88  sets  Lungs,  323  Livers, 
152  other  organs. 

PIGS — 6  Carcases  and  all  organs,  10  Frys,  24  other  organs,  1 
Head,  4  pieces  of  Pork, 
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SHEEP  and  Lambs — 34  Carcases  and  all  organs,  4  Heads,  183 
Livers,  10  Plucks,  1  piece  of  Mutton,  11  other  organs, 

IMPORTED  BEEF— -Several  joints. 

Imported  Mutton— One  Joint. 

PICKLED  Beef— Several  pieces.  PORK,  18  lbs. 

Rabbits— 2  English. 

„  22  Imported. 

Tomatoes— 11  Boxes.  APRICOTS— 2  boxes 

APPLES — Several  lots  POTATOES — '2  lots.  PEARS —Several  lots 
Onions— 2  lots.  Eggs— 1523.  Fish— Roe  5  boxes. 

Smoked  Haddocks— 5  boxes  Smoked  Fillets— l  box. 
Mussels— l  cwt. 

CANNED  GOODS. 

Fish— 38  tins  Meat— 31  tins  Tomatoes— 344  tins 

Fruit— 241  tins  Condensed  Milk— 336  tins 

Other  Foods— 8  tins. 

In  all  cases  the  food  stuffs  were  surrendered  voluntarily 
on  inspection,  4  Justices  Orders  were,  however,  obtained  in 
connection  with  viz: — 1  Cow  carcase,  2  Sides  of  Beef,  5  boxes 
of  apples  and  a  small  quantity  of  cooked  meat, 

TABLE  VI — continued.. 

* 

Summary  of  Weight  of  Meat  Condemned. 

BOVINE  Tuberculous  26,800  lbs.  ) 

3,170 


Pigs 


29,970  lbs. 
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BOVINE  Other  Diseases. 

8,546 

lbs. 

Pigs 

1,461 

ft 

-  11,9094  lbs. 

Sheep 

1,8824 

,t  ' 

Pickled  Meat  Unsound  Beef. 

45 

tt 

45  „ 

IMPORTED  Beef  Other  Diseases  &c.  258 

„ 

}  267  „ 

„  Mutton  „ 

9 

yy 

Other  Food— Rabbits 

48 

lbs. 

Fish 

308 

yy 

Tomatoes 

234 

tt 

Pears 

168 

tt 

Potatoes 

737 

tt 

Apricots 

15 

tt 

Onions 

224 

tt 

Apples 

132 

tt 

‘Eggs 

152 

tt 

.  Canned  Goods 

2,444 

yy 

4,462  lbs. 

Totals 

!•« 

46,6534  lbs. 

or  over  20f  tons  total  weight. 

With  but  few  exceptions  these  Unsound  Foods  were 
destroyed  in  the  incinerator  at  the  Public  Works  Depot,  Wol¬ 
verhampton  Street. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT;  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

The  provisions  of  these  Regulations  have  been  fairly 
well  observed  by  all  classes  of  meat  traders  in  the  Borough. 
It  has  been  necessary  in  a  few  instances  to  call  attention  to 
exposure  of  meat  in  the  door-ways  of  butchers  shops,  and  on 
stalls  where  the  screening  of  back  or  side  was  not  quite  com¬ 
plete.  The  bulk  of  the  work  under  the  regulations  lies  in  super¬ 
vising  the  slaughter  of  animals  and  inspection  of  carcases. 

Notice  of  intended  slaughter  during  the  year  have  been 
as  follows: — 30  Butchers  slaughter  at  regular  hours  on  fixed 
days  each  week,  7  of  these  during  the  year  gave  notice  cancell¬ 
ing  their  previous  times  and  days  and  giving  different  hours 
and  days  for  regular  slaughter.  1,700  persons  gave  3  hours 
notice  of  intention  to  slaughter,  included  in  this  number  were 

6  notices  for  slaughter  after  9  p.m.  and  104  notices  for  slaughter 

/ 

on  a  Sunday.  There  is  little  Sunday  slaughtering  during  the 
summer  months  only  5  notices  being  received  for  the  6  months 
April  to  September  (both  inclusive)  while  there  were  99  notices 
in  the  first  three  and  last  three  months  of  the  year, 

195  pig  feeders  gave  notice  of  slaughter,  a  number  took 
their  pigs  to  a  slaughterhouse  but  the  majority  had  the  pigs 
slaughtered  on  their  own  private  premises. 

31  Butchers  gave  notice  of  immediate  slaughter,  necessary 
owing  to  accidental  injury  etc.  41  notices  of  disease  were 
received  after  slaughter.  Inspections  of  all  slaughterings  have 
been  impracticable,  such  would  need  a  much  larger  staff  than 
at  present.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  reported  that  examin¬ 
ations  were  made  of  the  following  number  of  carcases,  Cattle 
3,518  Calves  2,015  Swine  4,932  Sheep  and  Lambs  13,939  or  a 
total  of  24,404  carcases. 

Particulars  of  carcases,  meat  and  organs  condemmed  as 
unfit  are  given  in  TABLE  VI  Pages,  114,  115,  116. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Magisterial  Proceedings, 

Act  under  which 

Proceedings  were 
taken. 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Remarks. 

1. 

Public  Health 

Not  abating  nuisance  from  de- 

Work  commenced  between  issue1 

Act,  1875. 

fective  roof. 

No.  37,  Field  Road,  Bloxwich. 

of  summons  and  hearing.  Work 
done.  Summons  withdrawn. 

2. 

Do. 

Not  abating  nuisance  from  de¬ 
fective  roof. 

No.  Ill,  Green  Lane. 

Do. 

3 

Do. 

Not  abating  nuisance  from  de¬ 
fective  roof,  spouting,  plastering, 
etc. 

No.  28,  Margaret  Street. 

Adjourned  1  month. 

Work  done. 

Summons  withdrawn. 

4. 

Do.  and 
The  Towns 
Improvement 
Clauses  Act, 

1847. 

Slaughtering  on  unlicensed 
premises. 

No.  826  Pleck  Road. 

. 

To  pay  costs  7/6. 

5. 

Public  Health 

Not  abating  nuisance  from  damp 

Work  done  between  service  and 

Act,  1875. 

dilapidated  dwellinghouse. 

No.  23,  Forge  Street. 

hearing  of  summons. 

To  pay  costs  8/6. 

6. 

Do. 

Ditto. 

No.  67,  Green  Lane. 

Order  made  for  abatement  with¬ 
in  2  months,  and  to  pay  costs 
8/6. 

7. 

Do. 

Ditto. 

No.  68,  Green  Lane. 

Do. 

8. 

Do. 

Ditto. 

No.  16,  Rosamund  Street. 

Order  made  for  abatement  with¬ 
in  14  days,  and  to  pay  costs  8/6. 

9. 

Do. 

Ditto. 

No.  22,  Upper  Green  Lane. 

Order  made  for  work  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  within  7  days,  and  to  pay 
costs  8/6. 

10 

Do. 

Not  abating  nuisance  from  di¬ 
lapidated  dwellinghouses  and 
foul  water  closets. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  Teddesley 
Street  Terrace. 

Owner  agreed  to  an  order  with 
costs  8/6. 

11. 

Do. 

Ditto. 

Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  Bank  Street. 

Do. 

12 

Do. 

Not  abating  nuisance  from  de¬ 
fective  roof  and  spouting. 

No.  6,  Chapel  Street,  Blakenall. 

Work  done  before  date  of  hear¬ 
ing.  Defendant  to  pay  3/6  costs. 
Summons  withdrawn. 

13 

Do. 

Not  abating  nuisance  from  ob¬ 
structed  gully  drain. 

No.  12  House  7  Court,  Wisemore. 

Order  made  for  abatement  with¬ 
in  7  days,  and  to  pay  costs  8/6. 
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TABLE  VIIL 


Disinfection  of  Bedding,  etc. 

The  “  Thresh  ”  steam  disinfector  was  used  for  disinfecting 
the  following  articles  viz  :  — 


Beds 

From 

Sanatorium. 

2 

From  Infected 

521 

Houses 

Bolsters  ... 

.  .  . 

— 

286 

Pillows  . . . 

.  .  . 

6 

744 

Blankets  ... 

... 

17 

198 

Sheets 

... 

— 

416 

Counterpanes 

•••  , 

— 

110 

Other  Articles 

... 

15 

502 

Total 

40 

2777 

No.  of  days  Disinfector 

was  used 

218 

No.  of  persons  su 

pplied  with  Lime 

Brushes 

*  0  • 

2931 

yy  yy  *y 

y  y 

,,  Lime 

e  •  > 

»  •  * 

3856 

yy 

Disinfectants 

e  •  • 

2004 

INFECTED  HOUSES,  DECEMBER  31st,  1926, 


Bloxwich 

Hatherton 

Birchills 

Bridge 

Total. 

& 

& 

& 

& 

Leamore. 

Paddock. 

Pleck. 

Caldmore. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

2 

7 

1 

10 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

5 

1 

8 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

10 

1 

14 

2 

5 

22 

3 

32 
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DRINKING  WATER. 

In  the  year,  5  samples  of  South  Staffordshire  water  and 
3  samples  of  well  water  were  obtained  and  submitted  for  bac¬ 
teriological  examination  at  Birmingham  University. 

DRAIN  TESTS. 

92  drain  tests  were  made,  2  being  in  connection  with 
houses  where  infectious  disease  or  other  illness  had  occurred, 
45  where  nuisances  were  alleged,  16  in  rat  infested  premises, 
3  on  application  for  sanitary  certificate,  and  26  for  testing 
relayed  drains,  the  number  of  premises  involved  being  202 
houses,  1  institution,  and  2  schools. 

In  39  of  the  tests,  smoke  was  the  agent  used,  in  32  drain 
grenades  served,  and  in  21  cases,  coloured  water  was  applied. 

In  2  cases  drains  were  opened  for  examination  under 
Section  41  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

52  defects  were  found  as  a  result  of  drain  testing. 

NOTICES  UNDER  SECTION  36,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT- 

INSUFFICIENT  WATER  CLOSETS  AND  ASHPITS. 

It  was  necessary  for  the  Borough  Surveyor  to  supply  8 
ashbins  to  dwelling-houses  where  owners  had  made  default  in 
complying  with  notice,  at  the  owner’s  expense. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THEATRES, 

MUSIC  HALLS,  ETC. 

The  Sanitary  accommodation  has  been  satisfactorily 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 

FERTILIZERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1906. 

No  samples  taken  during  the  year. 

INCREASE  OF  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST 

(RESTRICTIONS)  ACT,  1922. 

6  applications  were  received  for  a  certificate  that  the 
house  was  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 
In  each  case  a  certificate  was  issued. 
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CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 

Report  for  the  year  ended  December,  31st,  1926. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  regularly  visits  the  canal 


in  different  parts  of  the  Borough. 

INSPECTIONS — BOATS. 

Number  of  Boats  inspected  ...  •••  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  Boats  conforming  with  Acts  and  Regulations  9 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  one  or  more  infringements  •••  4 

OCCUPANTS. 

Number  of  men  on  Boats  •  22 

Number  of  women  on  Boats  •••  8 

Number  of  children  on  Boats:  - 

under  5  years  of  age  •••  4 

over  5  and  under  12  years  •••  •••  •••  4 


The  total  registered  accommodation  on  the  13  boats  was 
for  44  adults,  and  the  total  number  occupying  equalled  34  adults. 

5  boats  had  fore  cabins,  3  of  which  were  in  use  as  sleep¬ 
ing  places. 

The  condition  of  the  boats  may  be  classified  as  7  Good, 
5  Fair,  1  Poor. 

The  occupants  appeared  to  be  in  good  health. 
NATURE  OF  INFRINGEMENTS. 


Certificate  not  identifying  Owner  with  Boat  ...  1 

Marking  •••  ...  ...  ...  2 

Painting  •  •••  *-*  •••  ...  2 

Dilapidations  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  7 

Infringements  remedied  •••  •••  ...  ...  7 

Still  corresponding  about  ...  •••  Nil. 

Number  of  legal  proceedings  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 
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Remedial  measures  for  contraventions  were  obtained  by 
issuing  a  “Blue  Notice”  form. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  found  on  the  boats. 

THE  TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER  OF  1925. 

This  Order  was  administered  under  the  direction  of  the 
Cattle  Disease  Committee  until  November,  1926,  the  duties  were 
then  transferred  to  the  Health  Committee.  The  following  is  a 
brief  summary  of  the  year’s  work,  viz: — 

Mr.  A.  E.  Paley  reported  on  the  condition  of  74  cows  in 
milk  on  7  farms.  In  two  cases  no  evidence  of  Tuberculosis  was 
found,  atthe  other  five  farms  six  cows  were  found  to  be  suffer¬ 
ing  from  Tuberculosis. 

Samples  of  milk  from  two  of  these  cows  were  sent  to  the 
Birmingham  University  for  examination  Professor  Lewis 
reported  in  each  case,  ‘Tubercle  baccilli  found  on  microscopic 
examination”. 

The  six  cows  were  slaughtered  and  after  Postmortem, 
Mr.  Paley  certified  that  three  were  affected  with  Tuberculous 
Emaciation,  two  giving  Tuberculous  Milk  also  showed  lesions 
of  Tuberculosis,  and  one  was  affected  with  Tuberculosis  not 
advanced 

Compensation  was  paid  in  each  case  in  accordance  with 
the  scale  contained  in  the  Order. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT  1919. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  formal  action  in  any 
case  of  rat  or  mice  infestation,  occupiers  of  infested  lands  or 
buildings  readily  carry  into  effect  suggested  measures  for  ex¬ 
termination,  or  for  making  existing  buildings  rat  proof. 

Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  sewers,  sewage  disposal 
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works,  allotments  and  public  buildings  owned  by  the  Corpor¬ 
ation,  and  in  any  of  these  places  where  rat  infestation  was 
suspected,  poisoned  baits  have  been  laid. 

In  two  cases  subsidence  of  the  foot-path  or  roadway,  on 
being  investigated  was  found  to  have  been  caused  by  rats 
making  runs  from  faulty  brick  work  of  sewers,  the  sewers  were 
at  once  put  in  satisfactory  order  and  further  rat  infestation  at 
these  points  altogether  ceased,  each  instance  occurred  near  a 
corn  factor’s  premises. 

During  National  Rat  Week  an  opportunity  was  afforded 
of  calling  public  attention  to  the  depredations  of  and  danger 
from  rats  and  mice,  generally  speaking,  National  Rat  Week 
has  the  effect  of  giving  prominence  to  various  methods  of  rat 
prevention  and  destruction,  and  as  these  methods  are  widely 
advertised  new  cases  of  infestation  are  brought  to  our  notice 
in  succeeding  months. 

Approximately  18,000  poisoned  baits  were  laid  in  the 
year  under  supervision,  the  majority  being  Red  Squill  prepar¬ 
ations  and  these  proved  highly  effective. 

After  careful  enquiry  I  am  satisified  that  there  is  no  case 
of  serious  rat  infestation  in  the  Borough. 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

Duties  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act  and  the  new  Bye-Laws  for 
Slaughterhouses,  have  added  considerably  to  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Owing  to  the  industrial  crisis  there  was  considerable 
difficulty  and  delay  in  obtaining  structural  improvements  during 
the  Spring  and  Summer  months  particularly,  (this  period  being 
usually  selected  by  house-owners  for  external  repairs),  and  it 
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was  deemed  advisable  to  suspend  for  a  period  drastic  measures 
in  connection  with  sanitary  conveniences,  such  as  enforcing 
the  provision  of  additional  water  closets,  or  the  furnishing  of, 
or  repairs  to  flushing  cisterns  of  existing  water  closets,  our 
records  therefore,  are  not  quite  so  high  as  in  some  previous 
years. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  we  have  recorded.  701  dwelling 
houses  which  had  the  structure  repaired,  while  upwards  of 
2,500  other  houses  have  been  improved  by  attention  to  sanitary 
conveniences,  paving,  water  supply,  provision  of  suitable  wash¬ 
ing  accommodation  and  other  matters,  making  a  total  of  3,200 
houses  improved  during  the  year. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

FISH  Friers — 9  applications  were  received  for  consent  to  the 
establishing  of  the  trade  of  a  fish  frier,  these  were  granted. 
Stoves  of  an  up  to  date  pattern  were  fitted  in  each  case  and  a 
number  of  persons  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed 
business,  signed  a  memorial  that  they  had  no  objection  to  such 
a  trade  being  established. 

A  number  of  fish  friers  occupying  premises  where  the 
business  was  established  prior  to  1914,  still  have  the  old  type 
of  open  pan  and  fire-place.  This  type  of  stove  is  steadily 
being  replaced  by  stoves  so  arranged  that  the  fumes  and  vapour 
from  frying,  pass  directly  to  the  chimney  flue,  where  they  are 
practically  consumed  before  discharging  from  the  chimney  top. 
There  are  now  in  the  Borough  104  fish  friers. 

RAG  AND  Bone  Dealers — Consent  to  the  establishment  of  a 
rag  and  bone  dealer  was  given  in  one  case  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  such  dealers  on  the  register  is  4 

Hide  AND  Skin  Depot— There  is  one  hide  and  skin  depot  on 
the  register. 
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CHANGES  IN  STAFF. 

Vacancies  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Assistant  In¬ 
spectors  Turner  and  Jackson,  who  obtained  more  lucrative 
appointments,  were  filled  by  Messrs.  J.  Saville  and  L.  V. 
Roberts,  they  commenced  duties  as  Assistant  Inspectors  on 
March  1st,  1926. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  very  strenuous;  the 
changes  in  Sanitary  Inspectors  led  to  a  little  re-organisation 
of  their  duties,  the  chief  Assistant  Inspector  now  takes  full 
charge  of  meat  inspection  at  Lord’s  slaughterhouse,  and  at 
four  other  slaughterhouses  where  there  is  slaughter  on  three 
or  four  days  each  week,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  District 
Inspector  for  Hatherton  and  Paddock  Wards.  Mr.  Shaw  was 
transferred  to  Bloxwich  and  Leamore  Wards,  Mr  Saville  has 
charge  of  Bridge  and  Caldmore  Wards  and  Mr.  Roberts  the 
Birchills  and  Pleck  Wards. 

The  Inspectors  and  Clerks  have  given  of  their  best  in 
the  work  of  the  year,  without  their  loyal  co-operation  the 
varied  duties  of  the  office  would  be  but  inefficiently  performed 
and  I  here  acknowledge  my  thanks  to  them.  I  would  also 
gratefully  mention  the  ready  help  given  by  the  chief  officials 
of  the  Council,  in  connection  with  cases  of  more  than 
ordinary  difficulty.  To  the  Health  Committee  I  tender  my 
sincere  thanks  for  their  continued  support  and  kindness. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cresswell  and  Gentlemen. 

Yours  obediently, 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Mem.  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Health  Department, 

Council  House,  Walsall. 

17th  May,  1927. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

PUBLIC  ANALYST. 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1926. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1926.  223  samples  were  submitted  to  me  for  Analysis 

during  the  year.  All  samples  were  taken  by  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

123  samples  were  purchased  without  the  formalities  of  the  Acts. 
100  samples  were  purchased  with  the  formalities  of  the  Acts 
Table  A  gives  particulars  of  the  samples;  — 

TABLE  A. 


Nature. 

Number 

Analysed 

Number 

Adulterated 

Milk 

100 

10 

Condensed  Machine  Skirn’d  Milk  (sweetened) 

6 

— 

Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk  (sweetened)  ... 

3 

— 

Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk  (unsweetened) ... 

1 

— 

Cream 

5 

— _ 

Preserved  Cream 

5 

— 

Butter 

55 

— 

Cheese 

6 

— 

Lard 

5 

— 

Dripping  ...  ... 

3 

— 

Coffee 

4 

— 

Cocoa 

1 

— 

Mustard 

3 

— 

Pepper 

2 

— 

Sausage 

6 

— 

Strawberry  and  Gooseberry  Jam 

1 

— 

Raspberry  and  Gooseberry  Jam 

1 

— 

Plum  Jam  ... 

4 

— 

Strawberry  and  Apple  Jam 

1 

— 

Apples 

4 

1 

Vinegar  (Malt) 

2 

— 

Whiskey  ... 

2 

— - 

G  in  •••  •••  ... 

2 

— • 

Rum 

2 

— 
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4*93%  of  the  samples  were  adultered.  The  percentages 
of  adulteration  for  1925  and  1924  were  4'86  and  4 '40  respectively. 

MILK. 

100  samples  were  examined  of  which  10,  equivalent  to 
10%  were  adulterated.  The  percentages  of  adulteration  for 
1925  and  1924  were  10%  and  81%  respectively. 

The  average  composition  of  the  100  samples  was  as  follows: — 

Solids  not  fat  871% 

Fat  ...  ...  3  ‘51% 

Total  Solids  •••  12*22% 


Table  B  gives  particulars  of  the  adulterated  samples. 

TABLE  B. 


Sample  No. 

** , 

Nature  of  Adulteration. 

Result. 

107  - 

L.  __ 

Deficiency  in  Cream  6'66% 

113 

Added  water  ’58% 

114 

1*177 

m  f  y  x  1  1  /o 

118 

Deficiency  in  Cream  10*00% 

See  Chief  Sanitary 

119 

»  >  9  „  6*66% 

120 

„  ,,  „  10-00% 

Inspector’s  Report 

122 

Added  water  *58% 

123 

„  „  2-30% 

129 

2'30% 

166 

„  „  '80% 

None  of  the  Milks  contained  Preservatives. 


BUTTER. 

55  samples  were  examined.  All  samples  were  genuine. 
All  samples  contained  Preservative. 

Table  C  gives  the  percentages  of  Boric  Acid  found. 
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TABLE  C, 


Sample  No. 

Boric  Acid. 

3 

0279% 

5 

'0372% 

8 

'0248% 

10 

'0248% 

14 

‘0310% 

18 

'0279% 

47 

'1067% 

50 

'0186% 

52 

'0248% 

54 

‘0341% 

55 

’0248% 

75 

'0124% 

78 

'0186% 

80 

'0248% 

82 

'0124% 

83 

'1054% 

85 

'0124% 

87 

'1364% 

101 

’0186% 

102 

‘0124% 

134 

'0310% 

135 

0248% 

136 

'0310% 

137 

'0217% 

138 

'0310% 

139 

'0248% 

141 

'0310% 

142 

0422% 

143 

'0310% 

144 

'0248% 

145 

'0310% 

146 

‘0310% 

155 

'0310% 

156 

'0434% 

157 

'0310% 

158 

"0496% 

159 

'0310% 

160 

’0372% 
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TABLE  C. — continued. 


Sample  No. 

Boric  Acid. 

161 

'0124% 

192 

'0682% 

196 

'0310% 

197 

'0061% 

199 

'0248% 

201 

'0372% 

202 

0372% 

203 

0434% 

204 

0310% 

215 

'3162% 

216 

'0568% 

217 

'0248% 

218 

'0310% 

219 

'0248% 

220 

'0310% 

236 

'0217% 

237 

'2542% 

CREAM. 

Five  samples  were  analysed.  All  were  genuine.  Table  D 
gives  the  analyses  of  the  five  samples. 


TABLE  D. 


Sample  No. 

Fat. 

Boric  Acid. 

7 

25'30% 

Nil. 

12 

61' '60% 

21 

25'85% 

> 

56 

62  70% 

9  y  ♦ 

243 

42'90% 
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PRESERVED  CREAM. 

Five  samples  were  analysed.  All  samples  were  genuine. 
Table  E  gives  the  analyses  of  the  five  samples. 

TABLE  E. 


Sample  No, 

Fat. 

Boric  Acid. 

20 

4 1  ’  2  5  % 

*1500% 

49 

49*50% 

*1860% 

94 

56*10% 

*1426% 

147 

52*80% 

*1526% 

221 

44*00% 

'1550% 

SAUSAGE, 

Six  samples  were  submitted.  All  were  genuine. 
Table  F  gives  the  percentages  of  Boric  Acid  found. 

TABLE  F. 


Sample  No. 

Boric  Acid. 

89 

*050% 

90 

*130% 

91 

*080% 

92 

150% 

93 

*130% 

133 

*200% 

CONDENSED  MILK. 

Samples  No.  46t  48,  51,  53,  180,  181,  were  labelled 
Condensed  Machine  Skimmed  Milk  Sweetened,  and  on  dilution 
as  per  instructions  on  tins,  gave  good  skimmed  milks. 
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Samples  No.  183,  181,  185,  were  labelled  Condensed  Full 
Cream  Milk,  Sweetened,  and  on  dilution  gave  good  full  cream 
milks. 

Sample  No.  182  was  labelled  Condensed  Full  Cream 
Milk,  Unsweetened,  and  on  dilution  gave  good  full  cream  milks. 

STRAWBERRY  AND  GOOSEBERRY  JAM. 

1  sample  No.  4.  No  preservatives  were  present. 

RASPBERRY  AND  GOOSEBERRY  JAM. 

1  sample  No.  9.  No  preservatives  were  present. 

PLUM  JAM 

4  samples  Nos,  6,  15,  IT,  19  were  analysed.  No  pre¬ 
servatives  were  present. 

STRAWBERRY  AND  APPLE  JAM. 

1  sample  No.  11.  No  preservatives  were  present. 

APPLES. 

4  samples  were  submitted. 

Sample  No.  1.  (Jonathan)  A  trace  of  arsenic  present. 

Sample  No.  2.  (York  Imperial)  No  arsenic  present. 

Sample  No.  27.  (Jonathan)  ...  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Sample  No.  44.  ...  „  „  ,, 

FERTILIZERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT. 

No  samples  were  submitted. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANK  E.  THOMPSON,  A.RC.S,  Lond.,  F.I.C., 


Public  Analyst, 
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